TABLE H-4

Property and Non-Property Tax Revenue
Town of Solon

Property Non-Prop. Total
Year Taxes % Taxes % Budget
1985 245,960 57.0% 185,434 43.0% 431,395
1986 284,715 71.7% 112,358 28.3% 397,073
1987 288,985 61.4% 181,340 38.6% 470,323
1988 299,629 73.6% 107,555 26.4% 407,184
1989 375,992 69.3% 166,615 30.7% 542,607
1990 460,381 74.5% 157,697 25.5% 618,078
$ Increase$214,421 ($27,737) $186,683
% Increase 87.2% (15.0%) 43.3%

The average annual percentage of the budgeted revenues attributable to property taxes was 67.9% over six years; and 32.1% to non-
property tax revenues.

Source: Annual Town Reports, 1985-1990
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TABLE H-5

History of Non Property Tax Revenue

Revenue Source 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990
State Revenue Sharing $18,429 $25,558 $30,758 $38,550 $41,219 $41,957
Highway Block Grant 72,385 3,531 85,056 37,991 58,000 48,180
Excise Taxes 37,853 54,677 16,804 N/A 46,992 47,701
Tree Growth -- --- 7,709 6,226 6,743 26,880
Federal Revenue Sharing 20,824 20,800 23,843 0 0 0
Subtotal: $149,491 $104,566  $164,170 $82,767  $152,954 $164,718
Total All Other* 35,943 7,792 17,170 28,126 13,661 N/A
Total Non-Property $185.434 112,358 181,340 110,893 166,615 164,718

Tax Revenue

* All other non-property tax revenue was determined by subtracting the total of the itemized revenues above from the total of the non-property tax portion
of the budget.

Source: Annual Town Reports, Audit Reports, 1985-1990
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TABLE H-6

Expenditures, 1985-1990
Town of Solon

YEAR Increase/(Decrease)
from 1985 to 1990
Budgeted Expenses 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 $ %
General Government $35,531 $30,588 $22,631 $23,281 $40,254 $46,691 $11,430 32.2%
Protection/Health 32,036 41,370 23,288 22,312 60,747 87,721 55,685 173.8%
Health/Sanitation 10,766 9,587 9,597 9,201 16,353 16,194 5,428 50.4%
Roads/Bridges 80,480 62,759 95,129 98,976 59,500 63,831 (16,649) (20.7%)
General Assistance 45,943 42,320 49,439 54,170 43,793 58,610 12,667 27.6%
Recreation 2,706 2,300 2,744 4,349 2,715 2,560 (,146) (5.4%)
Unclassified 12,994 16,716 3,452 3,329 3,730 4,102 (8,892) (68.4%)
County Tax 13,435 15,317 17,874 18,297 18,601 24 387 10,952 81.5%
Schools (SAD #74) 174,256 199,029 217,615 225,550 267,985 319,190 144,934 83.2%
Overlay 10,344 8,996 5,396 5,409 4 522 2,573 (7,771) (75.1%)
Capital Reserve 2,000 4.000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 3,000 150.0%
Subtotal: $420,491 $434,698 $452,163 $469,874 $523,200 $630,859 210,368 50.0%
Hot Top/Resurfacing 70,000 5,000 313,000 0 0 0 NA NA
Debt Service 0 0 0 33,000 106,476 66,900 66,900 NA
Total: 90,491 39,698 $765,163 02,874 $629,676 $697,759 $207.268 43.3%

Source: Annual Town Reports, Audit Reports, 1985-1990
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Volume II. Inventory & Analysis Report

TABLE H-7

Comparison of Opening Cash Balance (January)
and Annual Budget

Opening Cash as a % of

1986 397,073 59,391 15.0%
1987 470,323 38,122 8.1%
1988 407,184 10,663 2.6%
1989 542,607 66,0438 12.2%
1990 618,078 67,002 10.8%

Source: Solon Annual Town Reports, Auditors Reports - 1985-1990

TABLE H-8

Comparison of Property Tax
Burdens on Family Income Groups
Town of Solon, 1990*

Property
Family Income Gross Taxes as a
Group Family Income % of Income
Median $19,350 4.1%
Very Low $ 9,675 8.1%
Low $15,480 5.1%
Moderate $29,025 2.7%

* (tax rate x average home assessment = property taxes)
1990 = .0197 x $40.000 = $788

Source: Developed by CDC from Annual Town Reports
and OCP affordable housing data, 1990.

Town of Solon Comprehensive Plan, 1992-2002 Page 121



TABLE H-9

Comparison of Resident and Non-Resident
Property Taxpayers - 1991

% of Number of % of Total %
Valuation Valuation Taxpavers Taxpayers taxes Taxes
Resident $ 15,281,004 61.8% 308 51.5% $294 923.39 61.8%
Non-Resident $ 9.444 891 38.2% 290 48.5% $182 286.39 38.2%
TOTAL: $ 24,725,895 100.0% 598 100.0% $477,209.78 100.0%

Source: Solon Tax Assessment Records, 1991.
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Office Hours:
Monday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

Phone 207-843-2541
Tuesday, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

QOE\H 0\%@%3

OFFICE OF THE SELECTMEN
SOLON, MAINE 04979

Comprehensive Growth Planning Survey Results
Cctaber 198%

Dear Solon Residents:

We had an excellent response and thank »cu all for effort
and thoughtful answers.kWe had replies from 215 households, some
of which had more than one giving responses. Not all questions
were answered by evervone.

Most total response:iProtection of Natural resources and
responsible =clid waste management each had ZES5 responding.Most
positive responses were on protecting natural resourses and the
most negative responses were on building condominiums,with 127
opposed and 27 in favor.

The majority of you feel the town should grow more slowl¥;
areas of town should be specified for certain types of
development;mobile homes should be on individual lots rather than
mobile home parks; and minimum road standardse should be adopted.

The top ten areas to be considered strongly in any new
development were,in order:{l>protecting natural
resources,{2)encouraging responcsible solid waste
management,{(2)avoiding disturbance of environmentally sensitive
land, (4)maintaining rural character,(Simaintaining town
facilities,(ddpreservation of agricultural lands,{(F)impact on town
services,(8)public access to recreational land and
water ,(?)traffic impact,{10>creating local Jjobs.

Areas of expansion you most favored areisingle family
homes,forestry, and agricul ture.Nct favared were condos,mul ti
family homes,sezasconal homes.Commercials~etail development was a
near tiei?S yes,?7 no).lndustrial development was less favored(108

M, rerEsi.

You would approve impact fees for developers,regulation of
signs and outside displars;ja building standards cade for new
development;a town land bank.You wish to encourage retention of
agricultural land under production.You would like to see &
morotorium on all sub-divisions (three or more lots).



The majority found town and area facilities satisfactory
except for recreational facilities and adult and teen
recreation.Police protection was close between sztisfactory and
poor.Winter road maintenance had the highest excellent
rating.Access to information was considered all right,some made
good suggestions for improvement.

Cooperation with other towns met strong approval for
recrcling,waste disposal,recreational programs.Approval was less
strong for a professional code enforcement officer,circuit
rider,border shoreline zoning,sewerage waste disposal.Joint
funding for the purchase of equipment or & town manager was not
approved, 4

"The main reasons »ou gave for staying in Solonirural
atmosphere,peace and quiet,friendly place,privacr.The main reasons
yYou gave for coming here:all of the above,plus marriage,affordable
housing and 1and,

Many comments emphacsized answere given in the surwvey
especially encouraging slow and orderly growth and maintaining
Solone present rural character.You have indicated a willingness to
use regulations on lot sizes,property line set-backs,building
permit reviews,and area use designations to achieve this as well
as a tax policy to encourage cpen space.Many indicated special
areas in all areas of town to protect or to leave
undeveloped.Lists of the comments and suggestions made will be
available &t the town office or from committee members.

Thanks again for your cooperation.Your Comprehensive Growth
Planning Committee wil] be tr»ing to develop a Plan for Soclon
incorporating all we can of your ideas.The Committee will be
meeting the first and third Mondays at the firehall at seven
o’clock.Won’t »ou join ue and continue to assist in developing
this important Growth Plan?

Sincer>ly¥,
Jour Survey Sub-committee,
Mark Romarn
Ann Padham,Ruby Gates,Marilyn Rogers,
Lois 5tarbird,lDana Hall,Barbara Fish
Notice:
Meeting with reprecentative of North Kennebec Regional
Flanning Commission ,Neov. Z0 at 7:00 at Sclon Elementary
School .Subject:"Getting Started on Your Growth Plan."
Worn“t »ou plan to be there?



(1)

CENSUS SURVEY

How long have you llved (n Solon?
[ Less than 1 year Rw!h y23r to 5 years 3395 years to 10 years
~3 _10 years to 20 years 7920 years or more

In what age group does each houzehold member fall?

0-52¢ 5-1895  16-2525  25-5045C over S50/0A

Where (s your dwelling place located?

Aa. Inside watar district and no::mnﬁmaLNM

b. Inside water district and not no::mnamalﬁl
c. Outside water district/3(e

In which type of houaing unit do ypu res|de?
a. () Stngle-family 179 e. () Mobile home on full Jlot =y
b. [ ) Duplex o f. L ) Moblle home (n park 3 _
c. () Multi-famlly (& c:_»wthu g. () Seasonal home _|
d. U ) Other (explafn): ___ ~— — SR
(7P X
Do you own or rent your home? a. own b. () rent

What type of septlc stem do you have?
a. [ ) Septic tank LMWF c. | ) Composgsting or chemical tollet W

b. () Outhouse _[% 4. ( ) Dther: 3

Do you work [n Solon? mmmﬁ )
Do you work outside mo_o:owﬁ%ﬁ )
Are vou ret|red? )
Flease check your approximate household fncome:

a. () Under $5,000 ¥ _ d. ( ) $15,001 - $20,000 2! _

b. ( ) $5,001 - $10,000 3% e. ( ) $20,001 - $25.000 L7
c. () $10,00!1 - $15,000.33f. ( ) Over $25,000 e 2

)

Yes No
()
{

()

Thts |s Just the beginning, Please come to any or all meetlngs to expregss
your oplnlons and feelings. Meaeting places and times will be publicized.



)

4.

(2)
OF INION SiRVEY

Like much of the 3tate, Soleor kaz been growing more raplidly over
the last several years. Between 1976 and 1988 there were 100 new
dwellings bullt in Solorn with 57 of these bullt between 1884 and
1968. Over the next ten (10} years, how would you like to see the
town grow?

a. () Not at all hNMW- | d. () At a faster 1mam|bwn
b. () At a slower rate | e. () No opinion 2
c. () At the same rate 5.3 fa (3 oﬁrm1psﬁbmuw.nnﬂ.-.. mm:m&

Solon land uze ordirnances currartly require: (a) building permits
for structuresz of over 100 sauare feet,; (b) minimum lot sizes, and
(c) shoreland zonlng restrictions. Over the next 10 years, to what
extent do you think the town should regulate devliopement?

Not at m__.LNI ?{

With the regulation that currently exists —— &.
Specify areas of Town, fcr certaln types of developemant Mﬁ.
Strongly 1mw:_mamhﬁ!i}

No DU_J*OJ.ILMIIl h
Other: . & __ . ﬁUmﬂmrlx&va?ﬁ% = Tﬁﬂw.

=0 A0 Ow
e S G5
R R S T

What prorcedures would you 7ind acceptable for Solon to use to gulde
and control growth? (Check all that apply)

1317

zﬂj_aca_oamﬁmmm_jnmﬂam_jm1mmw.Illl
Mimnimum setbacks from property lines rhmFMi
Buflding permit review|05 D
Area established to encouriage commercfal _growth Uﬁll

Taxatlion pol!lcy to encourage open space MLW

Targeting areaz of Town for growth (e.g. water district) mw:x
Townwlde zonling (l.e. commercial, resldentfal, industrial, etc.lr’

o2 0 S M L

" -

-

" w

Ju v a0 ow
N TR ST e e e g

Are there any scenlc or undeveloped areas in Solon that you would

llke to have protacted or left undeveloped?
o K Yes b. ( ) No c. () 17 yes, what areas?___ __ ___

()
74 1%
Slnce moblle homes, manufactured homes and slte buflt homes must

meet the same criteria 3s to lot size, plumbing, etc., would you
favor the establishment of moblle home vmwx@ﬂqmu N e, ne 109,

Commentsz:

€olon currently has no road ztandards. Should the town adopt minimum
road standards at the next town meet(ng?

a. [ ) Yes B, € 3
F2 573

No G No opinlfon

()
53
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(3)

To what degree zhould each o7 the Tollowing be taken
in Solon?

when rorzidering new davalopement

Strongly

Moderately

I[nto account

Not

No

Consldered Congidered (Conslidered Opinion

b. Freservatlion of agricultural

a. Contributlion to Town mno:u3<.ii;&@§:wﬂw

3¢

(e
(5

A7)

(7)

Impact on Town services

(%)

(F)

| =
d. Avallabillty of atfordatle
.. houaing

e. Preservation of histaric
bufldings/sites

iz¢

H\.wu

Up)

(&)

Rural character of Solgcn

(&)

(5)

Olsturbance of environmentally
2enzft{ve Jand

(5)

G

Contribution to tax base

29

Traffic (mpact

L)

~i=iTji Qj+H

Maintalning existing tax level
dnd Increasing tax base

30

k. Frotescting natural resources
of the town (lakes, streama,
woodlanda, etc.])

ﬁh_

l. Maintalning the Town's T3ac(]-
flitles (roads, town
bulldings, etc.)

Hﬂu

m. Encouraging responsible solid
wdste managemert

(4)

n. Preserving the Town's rural
character (e.g. open space,
agriculture, forestland)

,mu,

o. Encouraging new residential
developement

(]
33

()
61

p. Providing affordable housing

73]

1)

qg. Creating local jobs L

upL

2N

(5] _

r. Froviding public access to
recreational land and water

()
125

:ﬁ

s. Nther

(.3)

)

van raael Zolon should expansd in

o
3]

Commercial/Retafl Uav.:lopement
Industrial Developament
FPermanent Slngle-Family Homes
Permanent Multi-Fam!ly Homes
Condominlums

Seazonal Homes

Agriculture

Forestry

Other

- J0 -0 000w

Tha T

=
™4 T
N -

NE]

T

=
P

2

L)

3=

ASHS
3

L

— —
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10.

11,

—
N

13

14.

(4)

Should daveloparz k3ve 13 piy an (mpast feae 1o cover the rcoat of
any Inrreazsed dermand Tar towur sarvicea causad by thalr project
roads, achool, sawar, Tlre rrotaction) beftore they ars granted

le.g.
a bullding permit?
/73 21 I~ 2
a. [ ) Yes L. ( ) No c. L ) No opinion d. ) Commentaz: __
a. Should there be any regulations rcaorcerning slgns and outside
dligplays which [(mpact the vilaual character of the village area?
1177 30 19~
a. [ ] Yas b. ( ) No n. ) No opinion

b, Commenta.

Should the Town adopt 8 bulldirng standards code for new developement?

/5 3| /8
a. () Yes b. ) No c. [ ) No oplnion
Toa accept amd manage opar zpace or unique landz for publle beneflt
in Soalon, would you “3vor zattirg up arny or all of the followlng?
YES ﬂ% NO OPINION
a. A Town land bank to buy or accept land or 19 Y Y2

hold protectlve easamaents
b. A private local or regioral land trust uﬂ ,mMM h@ﬁ
c. Some othar land conzervatian vehlicle Y3 Ls
B AT VB2 T2 &, PIadns BaeEn P o o s s e o

Do yvou think the Town should actively encourage the retentfon of
good agricultural lamnd urnder productlon by offering property tax

credits or purchasing development rights (compensating farmers for

lost financial opportunity {n -keeping land undevaeloped!)?

13 5% 32
a. () Yes b. ( ) Na 2. [ ) No Opinion

The process of comprenersive Town planning and the subsequent enact-
ment of spaeclifle new ordinancas will take many months from the time

of this survey to completiorn. Meanwhlile, the Town could be vulnerable
to the effects of some unanticipated developement Inftfativez., Until
our local land use controls car be updated, how should the Town treat

new developement prorposals? (Check any)

m.@MWngjamﬁj current pallcy of approving all that qualify

b.&2Place moratorium on major new zubdivislons (10 or more lots)

c.¥3 Place moratorium on all new subdivisions (3 or more lots)

d.57 Place moratorfum on all new commercial and residential development
e.2( No opinian

f. 7 _other:____ L _ o ion
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(5)

15. Flaasza rate e@ach of thaza tgwr or 3read i3cllitlies and servicesz!

Exrallent Satisfactory Foor No Oplinion Comments

a. Tax assessment _________ &A2X> 145 1129 o2l
b Welfares asaistancd . ... ... bl ¥oc o LT - L )2 )6y
¢. Flre protection o L )32t = EEE i Y E———
d. Educatlon. . 034 Cocodxf_voyas tyal o
e. Summer road maintainence (Y] ___ ()30l VA )5
f. Winter road maintalnenmce . _ | )7L ___ L 17 L33 () Y -
q. _Telephone service = R N D WL AR R T .
h. Emergency rescue___ . __ U] () Bl 04Hd5 ()S5H
L. Recreational facllities _ _ ()9 () 7% ()8 ()3

Fecreation programs.

doAdult Al b3 T (Sl
k. Teen . ()5, W0 BY () g8 ()5
L. Children's el e v (S N U i@ Lagy .o
m. Public _library service ____ (X9 L) vaf;r.!.mi_ Ja3

By Eenlof Biniaan snruloee .. L 148 - VY b I AL J0S
o. Land and buillding code

______enforcement L) jO L5 9 ) Y7 ,Q‘Q

p. Pollce protegtion . v Y Ly g3 1) 727044 .
q. Street lighting N 033 U2 ) Qe Q0
r. Town offlce services lhours ccess

3. .Board of Selectman _  _. R i WL T o 7 W IV 1 —

t. Planning Board .
u. Opportunity for publlc partic
In town affalrs

_pmw-pmmHMHhm, N R A R T B

o

{
s 4
to_public documents, etc.) ( ) .35 ()31 1t fle !
—.
(
lpat ,
(37 o3 v JPes g

]
pa
]

16. Do you feel you have adequata access to Information on Issues of
local publlc concern?

i19 “+3 29
a. () Yes . [ ) Mo "I No oplinlon

Comments: i =

17. Should our Town cooperate wlth other Townz to develope any of the
following services?

Yes No Np Oplnion

a. Mutual recreatlional prgarams Y/ VA _QQLU wE -
b. Jolnt plana for solld waste dispogal L U39 1 53 2],
c. Recyellng L 43 3 Rl | 1 [ 8,
d. Joint plans for sewage waste dlzgzzal () Tt J 79 1 4%
e. Joint funding of a full-t|me profzzzjonal code

enforcement offlcer _ ([ J)RA L) ﬂﬂ ) m?\
f. Jolnt funding of a profegsioral Town Manager L3301 ) /a7 42—
a. Jolnt purchasing of equipment | 18524 J 433 | ) 290
h. Town Border Shoreline Zorlina L 131 ) 52 | ) 5D
. Joint Furnding of a clreut rilaer ( uﬂﬂ_ ] @ﬁ L) Qﬁ
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SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS
Town of Solon Comprehensive Growth Planning Committee

Population

Solon's population in 1990 is 916.

The historical population peak was 1,419 people in 1850.

Since 1960, Solon's population has increased by 247 people or 36.9%.

In 1990, there were an average of 2.68 people per household.

Between 1992 and 2002, Solon's population is projected to increase by 105
people requiring 39 additional housing units.

During the 1970's Solon's growth was primarily (nearly 90%) due to people
from away moving to Solon.

During the 1980's Solon grew primarily as a result of nﬁﬁ& increase from
within Solon (more births than deaths).

It is projected the school-age population will remain relatively stable through

2002.

Housing
The average selling price for a two-bedroom single-family home ranges from

$50,000 to $80,000.

Mobile homes on single-family lots sell for a range of $19,000-$30,000.

The 1991 land use survey shows there are 316 single-family homes, 53 mobile
homes, 107 seasonal homes, 37 multi-family units, 9 farmsteads, 27 commercial
buildings, 8 industrial buildings and 16 public buildings.

Land Use
Solon is approximately six (6) miles wide and six (6) miles long.

Solon's land size is 38.86 square miles, or 24,870 acres.

Solon is primarily rural residential in character with an established village
center near the intersection of Route 201, Ferry Road and Pleasant Street.
Large areas of Solon are forested, and forestry plays a significant role in
Solon's economy.

Agriculture was once a significant industry in Solon but most farms are now

out of production (there are only 9 farmsteads).
Fall Brook and the Kennebec River once powered many mills along their

banks. Today there is a dam at Caratunk Falls which produces hydro-electric

power.
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Public Facilities and Services

There is no local police force; Solon is served by the County Sheriff Department

and the State Police.
Solon is served by a volunteer fire department and a new four-bay fire station

on Route 201.

Solon is part of the MSAD #74 school system.

Solon Elementary School houses grades K-8, with a capacity of approximately
150 students and was constructed in 1981.

The landfill is nearly at capacity and alternative arrangements will need to be
made for solid waste disposal in the future.

A preliminary non-mandatory recycling program has recently begun in Solon.
Library services are provided by the Coolidge Library in Solon.

There are about 47 miles of roads in Solon; approximately 1/2 are paved.

Solon and the surrounding communities provide a variety of recreational
opportunities including swimming, boating, snowmobiling, skiing, ice skating,
uml.ozﬁwn,m arts theaters, libraries and a museum of Indian artifacts.

Solon is served by six churches in the area that meet the religious needs of the

community.

Local Economy

There are 54 businesses in Solon.

The largest employer is Solon Manufacturing Co.

43% of workers travel 20 minutes or more to work one way in 1980.

12.8% or 36 people walked to work in 1980.

Many people in Solon are employed in manufacturing, construction, agriculture

and forestry (1980).

Natural Resource
Ponds in Solon include: Ironbound, Mud, Baker, Chase and Rowell ponds.

Brooks and streams include: Fall Brook, Michael Stream and Longley Brook.
The Kennebec River borders Solon on its westerly side.

Fiscal Capacity

Solon operates on a January to December fiscal year.

In 1990, Solon's assessed valuation was $23,178,225.

In 1991, outstanding debt totalled $161,850 (principal and interest).

On average, property taxes represent 67.9% of revenue and non-property taxes
32.1% (does not include school subsidies).

In 1990, Solon's tax rate was $19.70/$1,000 of valuation.
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