WARRANT FOR SPECIAL TOWN MEETING w/ RESULTS
July 20, 2024
Meeting was called to order at 10:01 am by the Clerk, Leslie Giroux.
To Dianna Rollins, a resident of the Town of Solon in the County of Somerset:

In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required by law to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Solon, qualified to vote in town affairs, to assemble at the Solon Fire Station on the 20th day of July AD 2024 at ten o'clock in the morning, then and there, in accordance with the Revised Statues of the State of Maine 1964, Title 30, Paragraph 2051 and seq. or as amended, to elect a moderator, and to transact all other business as enumerated in this Warrant.

Article 1:  To choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting.

Motion to elect Peter Mills as Moderator of said meeting: Elaine Aloes. Seconded by Wayne Johnson. With no other nominations, motion carried.

Article 2:  To see if the Town will adopt the 2024 revised version of Solon’s Building Permit Ordinance.

Selectmen and Advisory Committee recommend Yes
Motion to approve Article 2 as written by Sherry Rogers. Seconded by Sarah Davis. Motion carries.
Article 3: To see if the Town will approve the installation of a streetlight at the eastern corner of the intersection of S. Solon Road and Meeting House Road.
Selectmen make no recommendation and Advisory Committee recommends No
Motion to approve Article 3 as written: Jeffrey Chase. Seconded by Andrew Davis. Motion fails.

**Suggested by Sarah Davis to install a ‘4-way’ or ‘stop ahead’ sign for additional safety.
**Explanation allowed in advance of motions on Article 4 and Article 5 as they directly relate.

Article 4: To see if the Town will approve a turnaround easement in the driveway of 117 Padham Road.
Selectmen and Budget Committee recommend No with the following wording:
“The driveway of 117 Padham Road, Map R8 Lot 19, with the turn around area marked on the attached google map of the property and the agreement that this area will be kept clear of vehicles and any other obstructions from November 15th to April 15th (hereinafter referred to as the “Easement Premises”) 
With the right to enter said Easement Premises with people and machines, and to plow, construct, repair, and/or maintain a road turnaround for winter road maintenance purposes and for a turnaround for summer maintenance equipment of the Padham Road on said Easement Premises.” 
Motion to approve Article 4 a written by Kyle Bishop. Seconded by Eric Layman. Article fails 12-16.
Article 5: To see if the Town will approve a turnaround easement on the Padham Road on the land owned by Michael Padham, Map R8 Lot 17.
Selectmen and Budget Committee recommend Yes with the following wording:

A turn around easement on Map R8 Lot 17 starting 100’ north of the northeast corner of Map R8 Lot 17-02 (approximate GPS 44.915776, 69.794499) then proceeding northerly 125’ to approximate GPS 44.916149, 69.794244 and extending the town’s right of way on the west side of the road from 24.75 feet to 33 feet from the center line of Padham Road with the turn around area marked on the attached google map of the property (hereinafter referred to as the “Easement Premises”) 
With the right to enter said Easement Premises with people and machines, and to plow, construct, repair, and/or maintain a road turnaround for winter and summer road maintenance purposes of the Padham Road on said Easement Premises.” 
Motion to approve Article 5 as written by Sarah Davis. Seconded by Sherry Rogers. Motion carries 20 to 7.
Article 6:  To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to use funds from the Road Paving Reserve Account to purchase a dump body and sander for the 2015 Western Star truck.
Selectmen and Advisory Committee recommend Yes and using up to $50,000
Motion to approve Article 6 as recommended by Andy Davis. Seconded by Michael Golden. Motion carries.

Article 7:  To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to use funds from the Local Roads Assistance Program (LRAP) Account to repair the stream crossing culverts at Michael Stream on Hole in the Wall Road.
Selectmen and Advisory Committee recommend Yes and using up to $75,000 with any funds received from FEMA/MEMA for this project being put back in the LRAP account.

Motion to approve Article 7 as recommended by Andy Davis. Seconded by Michael Golden. Motion carries.
Article 8: To see if the Town will approve the purchase of a 2016 International Terrastar 2-ton truck with plow and dump/sander body for $28,635 from Highway Equipment Reserve Funds.  
Selectmen and Advisory Committee recommend Yes and to sell the 2020 Ford 1-ton pickup truck with plow, dump body, and sander with the proceeds to go into the Highway Equipment Reserve Fund.
Motion to Approve Article 8 as written by Kim Johnson. Seconded by Sherry Rogers. Motion carries.
Article 9: To see if the Town will approve the purchase of an Excavator for $96,500.  
Selectmen and Advisory Committee recommend Yes and to pay a down payment of $10,000 from the Summer Roads budget and $15,000 from the Highway Equipment Reserve Fund and to borrow the balance of $71,500 over a 5-year period.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Town of Solon

Total Indebtedness:

a. Bonds outstanding and unpaid

$
 0.00

b. Bonds Authorized and unissued

$           0.00

c. Bonds to be issued if this question

    is approved with the Selectmen’s 

    recommendation



$  71,500.00


TOTAL




$71,500.00
Costs:

At an estimate maximum interest rate of 7.55%, the estimated cost of this bond issue over 5 years will be:


Principal

$71,500.00


Interest


$14,564.77
TOTAL NEW DEBT SERVICE
$86,064.77
Validity:

The validity of the bonds and of the voters’ certification of the bonds may not be affected by any errors in the above estimates.  If the actual amount of the total debt service for the bond issues varies from the estimate, the ratification by the electors is nevertheless conclusive and the validity of the bond issue is not affected by the reason of the variance.  /s/ Danika Riggs, Treasurer, Town of Solon


Motion to approve Article 9 as recommended by Michael Golden. Seconded by Craig Gerry. 

Motion to approve Article 9 without taking out a loan and pay for the purchase with funding of $10,000 from Summer Roads and $86,500 from the Road Paving Reserve by Sarah Davis. Seconded by Sherry Rogers. 


First motion withdrawn. Second motion carries.
Given under my hand this 11th day of July A.D., 2024,
Elaine Aloes, Selectman

Wayne Johnson, Selectman 

John Dunay, Selectman
Attest true copy:  Leslie Giroux, Town Clerk

Pursuant to within warrant, I have hereby notified and warned the inhabitants of the Town of Solon, qualified by law to vote in town affairs, to assemble at the Solon Fire Station on the 20th day of July AD 2024 at Ten o'clock in the morning, and there in accordance with the Revised Statutes of the State of Maine, 1964, Title 30, Paragraph 2051 and seq. or as amended to act on all articles herein enumerated in this warrant posted at the Solon Town Office, Solon Post Office, Solon Corner Store, and Griswold's Store, conspicuous and public places within Solon, on the 12th day of July AD 2024, which is at least seven days prior to the Special Town Meeting.

Dianna Rollins, a resident of Solon

Motion to Adjourn said meeting by Sarah Davis. Seconded by Michael Golden. Adjourned at 10:49 am.

