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STATE VALUATION S

1980 $ 10,850,000 1990 $ 26,450,000
2000 $ 38,950,000 2010 $ 84,750,000
2020 $100,800,000 2022 $106,450,00
2023 $115,750,000 2024 $127,550,000

2025 $153100,000

For the Year Ending
DECEMBER 31, 224
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Fall Brook Bridge Renovation
Opening day, November 21, 2024

In 2023, heMaine Department of Transportation designdtatl Brook
Bridge overRoute 201as one in need of replacement. The almost 100
yearold bridge was removed and rebtiitoughout2024 Thenewbridge
opened to traffic in November 2024 and willdmmpleted in 2025.
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DEDICATION

The Selectmen dedicate this Town Report to

MICHAEL G. FOSTER

Mike grew up in Bingham and has lived in
Solon since the 1970s. He married Sally
(Tuscan) and they raiseleir 3 boys here.
He has served our town in a wide variety of
waysover the years

In 1979 Fire Chief Olon Brown asked him

to join the fire department and then he was
promptly made chief when Olon retired
from the fire department. Olon had been in the fire department since 1958
and as chief from 197 1979 Mike was chief until 1985 and then
stayed on as a fire fighter until 1992.

In 1979 he became a Solon Water District Trustee. He served as trustee
until 1993. In 1996 he was reappointed as a trustee and is still serving as

a trustee and working for the wate
water system is invaluabl&specially with the replacement of the Rt.

201 bridge over Fall Brook and the water line issues associated with it
this year and the standpipe refurbishment in 2023.

He was our Road Commissioner fraviarch 2012 toMarch 2018 and
worked on the road crew at different times under several different road
commissionersHe did a great job maintaining our roads.

Other ways he has served our town over the years:
1980- 2003Budget Committee (now called the Advisory Committee)
1980- 19& Town Constable
1991- 1992 Recreation Committee.
1990- 1991 Fire Station Building Committee
1994 Town Garage CDBG Building Committee
1998- 2004 Road Committee
2023 to present Town Garage Building Committee

We truly appreciate all Mike has done, and continues to do, to make our
town a better place to live. THANK YQWIKE!!!
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TOWN OFFICE HOURS

The Town Office will be closed on ditate recognizelolidays.Other
fimportant dates to rememidare also liste@n the last pagef this report.

TOWN OFFICE
121 South Main Street
MONDAY, TUESDAY, & THURSDAY 8:00amto 4:00pm
WEDNESDAY 8:00 am to 6:00pm
(ClosedFriday)

SELECTMEN, ASSESSORS
& OVERSEERS OF THE POOR
SELECTMENS MEETING 15t& 3 WEDNESDAY 5 pm

CHAIR OF SELECTMEN
MONDAY, TUESDAY, THURSDAY 9:00am to 300 pm
WEDNESDAY 9:00 amto 6:00 pm

GENERAL ASSISTANCE
WEDNESDAY 9:00amto 11:00am

PLANNING BOARD
March toNovemberi 1st& 3rd TUESDAY
December td-ebruaryi 1stTUESDAY
at 7:00pmin the Town Office Conference Room

COOLDIGE PUBLIC LIBRARY
17 South Main Street
TUESDAY & THURSDAY 10:00amto 6:00 pm
SATURDAY 10:00amto 2:00 pm

TRANSFER STATION
1483 River Road
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8:00amto 4:00 pm
WEDNESDAY 10:00amto 2:00 pm
(Closed Easter Sunday)

FIRE DEPARTMENT
119 South Main Street
Firefighters Meeting 2" Wednesday of the month00 pm

SOLON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
4™ Monday of the month at the Historical Society, 28/ain Street at pm
5




WEBSI TES & SOCIAL MEDIA

Connect with Your Community ONLINE!!

With the busy schedules of today, a great way to stay connected with
your community is to interact with them using the channels they
frequent the most. Nearly 75% of adults access the internet and/or
social media sites at least once a6 at leastnwe a day. Social
media gives you the opportunity to slafi@mation aboutvhere

your citizens are, instead of making them come to you.

Want to know what is going on around the area? Here are some of
the websiteand Facebook pages that are used in our community!

SOLON, MAINE DOCUMENTS NEWS AGENDAS DEPARTMENTS  MUNICIPAL SERVICES ~ MORE»

WELCOME TO

Town of Solon

Official Town Websitewww.solon.maine.gov

Gotosolon.mainegot o find 6al mostd ever
know aboumanyState andunicipalservicesas well as other
community information.

Please be aware that the website went live in early February 2023
and is still a work in progredsiou have questions fand there is
informationnot availablero our websit e, pl eas:e
Office or email us at townofsolon.clerk@yahoo.dtmur feedback
isalwaysppreciated.


http://www.solon.maine.gov/

.“, Town of Solon, Maine
e SSTOPLP i
Official Town Facebook pggmcebook.com/SolonMaine ‘

Solon Area Community Happenings
& Cosed Group N EEINTTTTEES

MSADIRSU #74 [E=m—

Swwingg Arvaan, Fambinn, New Nortiand, Marh Ausas, & Saios tiosmctils | Schoal Handbooks

Upcoming events

ire

SOQ,}’I;&gpagur COUNTTY &
SR Spprizatin e ]

Solon Fire Department Facebook page: facebook.com/$oterDepartment
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Coolidge Library Facebook pag&ww.facebook.com/CoolidgePublicLibrary
Coolidge Library Websitehttps://19620.rmwebopac.com

Solon Maine Historical Society

792 likes « 921 followers

& = AT i Qs

Solon Historical Society Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/SolonMaineHistoricalSociety

=+ o Solon Community Garden

166 likes + 175 followers

OPPEIOLD _

Solon Community Garden
https://www.facebook.com/SCG.Maine
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202 4 TOWN OFFICIALS

ELECTED OFFICIALS

(Term expiration)

SELECTMEN, ASSESSORS & OVERSEERS OF THE POOR
Elaine Aloes, Selectman, Chair (&)2
Way ne dobinsan,BSélectmaiice Chair(2027)
John DunaySelectmanSelectmar{2026)

ROAD COMMISSIONER
Gary Bishop(2025)

RSU #74 DIRECTORS
Tori MacDonald (2025)
Laura Laymar{2026)
Keith Plourde(2027)

OFFICIALS APPOINTED BY THE SELECTMEN

TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR
Leslie Giroux

TREASURER
Kaylee Gilson(resignedn April), Danika Riggs(appointed in April)

DEPUTY TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR
Danika RiggsKaylee Gilsorn(resignedn April)

SUBREGISTRAR (Vital Records Only)
Jeffrey Sproul

DEPUTY TREASURER
LeslieGiroux

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS
LeslieGiroux

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER
Amy Houle (202), David Houle, Deputy (208 resigned in October
Jessica Schiaffino (282, Nicholas Poirier (202) appointed in October




CODE ENFORCEMENT & HEALTH OFFICER
Jeff Drew

PLUMBING INSPECTOR
Jeff Drew

SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES
State of Maine

SOLON WATER DISTRICT TRUSTEES
Michael FosterChairman(2026)
DerekDellarma(2025) Arthur Rogers(2027)

COOLIDGE LIBRARY TRUSTEES
Jane OuderkirkChairman(2027) Allyn Foss(2026)(resgned

LeslieGiroux (2025) Mary LouRidley (2025)
Richard Robert$2026) Stacy Robinson(2025)
Chris Shaw (202) Patricia Whipple (202
Ann Jackson (202 Andrew Davis (2025

BOARD OF APPEALS
Sarah Davig202) L. BruceHills (2025)@deceased
Mary LouRidley (2027)  Denice Dunay2025)

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Sarah Davis (208 Michael Golden (2026

Kim Johnson (2025) Barbara Johnstone (2025)
Eleanor Pooler (2025) Joseph Albuit (208)

Hether Forsten (2@ Beverly Gephart (2026
Jeffrey Pomelow (208 George Williams (2026)

Allyn Foss (202) L. Bruce Hills deceased
Franklin Ridley (2027) SherryRogers (202)

Carol White(2027) Patricia Whipplg2025)

Randal Rancourt (2027) Robert Lindblom 15t Alt. (2027)

Empty, 29 Alt (2025)

PLANNING BOARD

Michael Golden, Chairmaf2026) Kerri Evangelistg2027)
Frank EvangelistaVice Chair (2026) Craig Gerry (2025)
Richard Kelley(2024) (resigned) Rand/ Rancourt, Seetary(2025)

Dianna Rolling Secretary(2025) (resignedl

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Jennifer Mello, Program Directd2024)
Melissa Dube, Assistant (28R JamiMcCoy, Assistant (202
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SOLON COMMUNITY RECEATION COMMITTEE
Leslie Giroux(2027) Kayla Starr202%) Amy Sidell (2026)

SOLON SUMMER RECREATION
Laura Layman, Summer Swim/Camp Direqt2027)

OLD CANADA ROAD SCENIC BYWAY , LOCAL REP.
Mary LouRidley (20Z)

FIRST PARK COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE
Elaine Aloes(2025) Wayne Johnson (2025

KVCOG REPRESENTATIVE
Elaine Aloes (208) John Dunay2026)

HISTORICAL SOCIETY TRUSTEES
Bud Boynton (202) JuanitaMcAllister (2026) Ann Padham (2025)

TOWN HISTORIAN
Chris Shaw643-2275

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR

Richard Kelly (202) Duayne Rollins, Assistant (2@2
SOLON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
Duayne Rollins, Chief Zane Brown
Todd Dixon, 1st Asst. Chief Megan Corson
NicholasRollins, 2nd Asst. Chief Derek Dellarma
Richard Kellg, 3 Asst/EMA Dir. Kevin Lacroix
Jenney Rollins, Secretary/Treasurer Brian Livingstone
Thomas Courtney, Mechanic Frederick Mayo
Cooper Dellarma, Junior FF Kenneth Tyrrell

Gerald RollinsJunior FF

WE THANK ALL THE VOLUNTEERS WHO SERVE
OUR TOWN. THEIR SERVICE IS TRULY APPRECIATED.

Volunteeing for boards or committees is a great wagdoseyour community.
New members arelways needed. If you would like to serve on one of these
committees, please contact the Selectmen.

The Recreation Committee is looking for coaches/iousyouth sports. We
canod6t have teamsoadhesr our kids without

If you would like to join the Fire Department, please contact the Fire Chief.
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THE BILL OF RIGHTS

The Preamble to The Bill of Rights

Congress of the United States begun and held at the City of\Wdeky on
Wednesday the fourth of March, one thousand seven hundrezigintgnine

The Conventions of a number of the States, having at the time of their adopting
the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse
of its powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses should be added:
And as exteding the ground of public confidence in the Government, will best
ensure the beneficent ends of its institution.

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of America, in Congress assembled, two thirds of both Houses concurring, that
the following Articles be proposed to the Legislatures of the several States, as
amendments to the Cortstion of the United States, all, or any of which
Articles, when ratified by three fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to all
intents and purposes, as part of the €odstitution:viz.

ARTICLES in addition to, and Amendment of the Constitution of the United
States of America, proposed 6pngress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the
several States, pursuant to the fifth Article of the original Constitution.

These amendments were ratified December 15, 1791 form what is known as:

The Bill of Rights

There are 17 additional Amendments that have been ratified by the States since the
original 10 were ratifiedThese 10 are the basic rights given to all citizens.

Amendment |

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishmentligion or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.

Amendment I
A well-regulatedMilitia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right
of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

Amendment IlI
No Soldier shall, in time gfeacebe quartered in any house, without the consent
of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

12



Amendment IV

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects,
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no
Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation,
and particularlydescribing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to
be seized.

Amendment V

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime,
unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in
the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War
or public dager; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice
put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be

a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without
due process of law;an shall private property be taken for public use, without
just compensation.

Amendment VI

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and
public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall
have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by
law, and to k informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be
confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for
obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his
defense.

Amendment VII

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty
dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury,
shall be otherwise rexamined in any Court of the United Stateenaccording

to the rules of the common law.

Amendment VI
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and
unusual punishments inflicted.

Amendment IX
The enumeration in th€onstitutionof certainrights shall not be construed to
deny or disparage others retained by the people.

Amendment X

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited
by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

13



SPECIAL RECOGNITION

GARY BISHOP

Gary has served as our Road Commissioner
from 2018 to 2024. He has decided not to
run for reelection in 2025. Prior to being
elected road commissioner he served on the
road crew for several years.He had
previously worked for a pavingcompany
which was a great help during our road
paving projects. His knowledge of road
maintenance has been a benefit to the town.
The job requires many long nights of
plowing and sanding our roads. Also
working in snow, sleet, rain, hot days, cold
days, and high wind daysAnd all the other
work that is needed to keep our roadde

andpassable

He was also our Scaler of Wood from 198#il 2014 when the state said we no
longer needed to have one.

We thank him fothis years ofservice to our town

FRANKLIN RIDLEY

Frank has decided to resign from the Advisory
Committee (former Budget Committee) after
serving on it since 1974. We thank him for
his years of service on this committee. His
knowledge and experience has beegreat
benefit to the committee and our town.

Over the years he hagsoserved as Water
District Trustee from 1976 through 197h

the MSAD #74 School Boardrom 1978 to
1982 as both a member and as a Chairman
andserved on the Fire Department from 1974
to 1983.

We thank him for his years of service to our town.
14



IN MEMORY OF

L. BRUCE HILLS
8/27/1948 9/9/2024

Bruce passed away September

He was an active member of our communitiie
served as Selectman from 1999 until 2005. During his
time as Selectman, he managed the Transfer Station
and oversaw the Community Development Block
Grant we received to build the Municipal Recycling Center. He designed the
building andoversaw the contractors and reporting requirements. It opened on
February 1, 2003.

He also served the town in many other capacitieswas our Animal Control
Officer from 1994 to 1998. He was a Coolidge Library Trustee from 1995 until
2011. He also served as Chair of the Board for several ydarsias on the
Budget Committee, now known as the Advisory Committee, from 1995 to 1999
and again since 200Be was our representative on ti&Park Committee from
2000 through 2012. And he had been on our Board of Appeals since R0&7.

to all this he servedur country in the U.S. Militarfrom 1969 to 1991.

We will misshim, and we honor him for his years of service to our town and
our country.

PETER PLUNTKE
6/4/1946- 1/9/2024

Pete passed away his homeén January.He was
our Transfer Station attendandm 2004 to 2017
andour transfer statiortruck driver fom 2006 to
2014. He did a great jolassisting people and
keeping the transfer station clean.

Petewas born in Berlin Germarmgndmoved to America with his moin
1959. They lived inNew York,and hebecame a naturalized citizePeter
served in th&J. S.military from 1967 to 1970.

He moved to Solon in 198&or the last 30+ years lsoworked locally for
New Communities as aif2ct SupportProfessional for people with disabilities

We will misshim, and we honor him for his years of service to our town and
our country.
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BOSTON POST CANE HOLDER

PATRICIA MUNROE
February 17, 1925

Patricia was awarded the Boston Post
Cane on February 10021.

Pat was born February 17925, in
Beverly, Massachusetts. Also
spending her youtlattendng school
there

She graduated from the Beverly
Hospital Nursing SchoolShe was
licensed as a Registered Nurse in
Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
Maine, and ConnecticuShe turned
down supervisory positions so she
could maintain contact with her
patients. She enjoyed that personal
contact with her patients.

Pat married George Munroe and they
had three children: Bruce, Brian, and

Kitty

Pat and George moved to Solon
Maine in 19681n the early seventies
they started in the real estate busin€bgy were successful in this business
for many years.

Pat is also a wonderful artist and a crafts perdenlarge painting of a town
meeting scene is alisplay in the conference room at the Town Offiteu
can see thpainting in our picturef Patalong with her companion

Pat is currently in a nursing homiwo of her three children still live in the

area along with many of hgrandchildrenHer son Bruce recently passed
away.
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THE BOSTON POST CANE HISTORY

In 1909 Edward Grozier, editor, and publisher of the Boston Post newspaper,
sent letters to the Boards of Selectmen of 700 towns in Maine, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire and Rhode Island asking them to be trustees of the 700 ebony
gold topped canes he hadaeaup by the J. F. Fradley & Company of New York.
Thecanewst o be given to the oldest citize
the cane was to be returned to the town and given to the next oldest citizen. Solon
received one of these canes and wlelstive our original cane. The cane is on
display in our town office. To make sure the cane is not lost, when we present
the cane to each recipient, we now also give them a certificate of the presentation

to keep, and we return the cane to the town office.

SOLON HOLDERS OF THE BOSTON POST CANE

John Waugl{19849 Beatrice Rogers (1985990
Beatrice Hall (19911999 Roland Tozie(1996

Ben Safford (1991998 Floyd French(1999

Marie Spearrin (2002004 Mary McDonough(2005
Coburn Wauglf200620149 Carolyn Waugh (2012019)
Howard Rogers (2012020) Alice Heald (2022021)

Patricia Munroe (202present)

This is all we can findecordsn the Town Reports. If you know of any others,
please let the Selectmen know.

Upstream iew of Fall Brook takenfrom temporary bridge, Summer 2024
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SPIRIT OF AMERICA AWARD

The 2024 Solon, Maine Spirit of America Foundation
Tribute Honors L. BRUCE HILLS
for commendable community service.

A RESOLUTION providing for. Recognitiorof L.
Bruce Hills.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Selectmen of the Town of
Solon as follows:

WHEREAS, Bruce served our country in our U.S. military from 1969 to 1991,
WHEREAS, he served as our Animal Control Officer from 1994 to 1995;

WHEREAS, Bruce was a Coolidge Library Trustee from 1995 to 2011 and was
Chair of the Board of Trustees for several years;

WHEREAS, he has served on our townds Bud
1995 to 1998 and from 2005 to the present time;

WHEREAS, in 1999 Bruce was elected as a Selectman and served until 2005.
During that time, he managed the Solon Transfer Station;

WHEREAS, as a selectman he applied for and managed the CDBG grant for
the construction of our Transfer Station Recycling Buiglibhopened in 2003;

WHEREAS, Bruce served as our 911 Addressing Officer since 2000;
WHEREAS, Bruce served on the First Park Committee from 2000 to 2012;
WHEREAS, he has served on our Board of Appeals since 2007;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Selectmen of the Town of Solon that Bruce Hills is
hereby recognized for his great achievements and honors that he has brought
and is continuing to bring upon this community with the 2024 Solon Spirit of
America Foundation Tribute; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be appropriately
framed and presented to Bruce Hills for appropriate display.

AWARDED MARCH 2, 2024

A BIG THANK YOU TO BRUCEFOR ALL THE TIME AND
EFFORT HE PUT IN TO SERVE OUR TOWN.
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MAINE MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION
2024SPIRIT OF AMERICA PROCLAMATION
MUNICIPAL CLERKS AND BALLOT CLERKS

WHEREAS, Spirit of America Foundatioo her i shes Muni ci pal
with its programand c¢created October as OMuni c
Mont ho, and i it nafloBally4to MuaeicipalcCéetkseanhd Ballot

Clerks, to express gratitude;

WHEREAS, Municipal Officials make personal sacrifices to seswestituents
and deservenore public recognition and respect than they generally receive;

WHEREAS, Municipal Clerks are some of the most dedicated and generous
members in oucommunities, who are almost always involved in a community
event or civic organizatiowithin a town and most of the time are doing that
work on their own personal time;

WHEREAS, Ballot Clerks serve at each polling place throughout Election Day,
to ensure thgoting process goes smoothly and are vital to democracy;

WHEREAS, the Maine Municipal Association greatly appreciates the services
provided byits Municipal Clerks, Ballot Clerks and other Municipal Officials;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that the MAINEMUNICIPAL
ASSOCIATION designate®ct ober 2024 as #AMAI NE MUN
AND BALLOT CLERKS APPRECIATIONMONTHO and urges ¢
show gratitude to their Municipal Officialand especially to Municipal Clerks

and Ballot Clerks, for all they do to make @mammunities better.

We honor and thank our Solon Town Clerk Leslie Giroux, Deputy Town
Clerk Danika Riggs, and all those who have served as ballot clerks over the
years. Your dedication to your jobs is appreciated and honored.

SPIRIT OF AMERICA HISTORY

In 1990, BruceFlahertymet with Fred Hayward, Roger Pomerleau, and Don
Taverner tacreate theSpirit of America Foundatioto promote volunteerism in
Maine The first Spirit of America Foundation tribute was preseimei91in
Augustato Alma Jones for her community volunteer services

Every yearsince therthe Spirit of America Foundation Tribute is presented in

Maine municipalitiesto a bcal person, group or project for commendable
community serviceln many, Boards of Selectmand Councilmerhoose their
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townds tribute r eciipanneal townaneetinglh 20830 r t h
over 200 municipalities participated.

In 2012 we were contacted by Spirit of America Foundation and were asked to
participate in their annual tribute to volunteers, organizations, and prajéets.
have been doing it every year since then.

In 2024, Bruce-lahertydecided to expand the program by creating September
as County Officials Appreciation Month and October as Municipal Officials
Appreciation Monthln 2024 we are honoring our Clerks and Ballot Clerks and
the counties are honoring their leemforcementemployees Governor Mills
wrote letters of support fdsoth Secretary of State Shenna Bellows wrote a
letter of support for our clerks and ballot clerks.

Ourtownclerks are the ones who have the most interaction with our citizens. In
many towns they are the Ainformation
information they need even if it is n

For more information about the Spirit of America Foundation, visit their
website atvww.spiritofamerica.website

THE SPIRIT OF AMERICA FOUNDATION
TRIBUTE HISTORY

In 2012 we were contacted by Spirit of America Foundation and were asked to
participate in theiannualtribute to volunteersyrganizationsand projects. The
Spirit of America Foundation Tribute is presented in the name of Maine
municipalities to local individualgrganizationsand projects for commendable
community service.For more information about the Spirit of America
Foundation, visit their website atvw.spiritofamerica.website

SOLON SPIRIT OF AMERICA FOUNDATION TRIBUTES

Albert and Lois Starbir¢2012 Eleanor Poolef2013)
Michael Golden(20149 Frank Ridley(2019

Fire Department Auxiliary2016 Michael Sackett2017)
Fire Department Firefightef2018 Linda French (2019)
Richard Roberts (2020) Laura Layman (2021)
Deborah Gerry (2022) Mary Lou Ridley (2023)

L. Bruce Hills (2024)
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COUNTY , STATE & FEDERAL

Somerset County Commissioner
Joel Stetkis

PO Box 336

CanaanMaine 04985

3997801

State Senate

3 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04338003
287-1540 or 800423-6900

Maine State Senator Disb

Russell Black

123 Black Rd.

Wilton, Maine 04297

(207) 4914667
russell.blaci@legislature.maine.gov
legislature.maine.gov/senate

U. S. Senator Angus King

133 Hart Senate Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C20510

202-2245344

fax 202-224-1946

e-mail: king@king.senate.gov

web: http://king.senate.gov

or: 4 Gabriel Drive Ste. F1
Augusta, MEO4330

207-622-8292 fax 6227295

U. S. Representative Dist. 2
Representative Jared Golden

1223 Longworth House Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C20515
202-2256306 fax 2022252943
web: http:// golden.house.gov
or: 179 Lisbon Street
Lewiston, Maine 04240
Ph:207-241-6767

Governor Janet Mills

1 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04338001
287-3531Fax 2871034
e-mail: governor@maine.gov

State House of Representatives
2 State House Station

Augusta, Maine 04338002
287-1400 or 800423-2900

Maine State Rep Dist 72

Elizabeth M Caruso

PO Box 81

Caratunk Maine 0425

3999992cdl

elizabeth.caruso
@legislature.maine.gov

U. S. Senator Susan Collins

413 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C20510
202-224-2523

fax 2022252693
e-mail:senator@collins.senate.gov
web: http://collins.senate.gov

or: 68 Sewall Street Room 507
Augusta, ME 04330

207-622-8414

U.S. GOVERNMENT
http://www.usa.gov

STATE OF MAINE
www.maine.gov

SOMERSET COUNTY
Www.somersetcountyne.org

Email: congressman.jared.golden@housemail.house.gov
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LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS

Our State Representative District is District72 includes theowns of
Athens/ Harmony Anson/ Bingham/ Caratunk/ Embdery Moscow/
Northeast SomersétPleasant Ridge PlantatidrRipley / Seboomook
Lake/ Solon/ Big Six Township/ Dole Brook Townshig EIm Stream
Township/ Indian Stream Township Long Pond Townshig Moxie
Gore Township/ Parlin Pond Townshig Pittston Academy Grant
Township/ Sandbar Tract TownshipSandy Bay Township Sapling
Township/ Taunton & Raynham Academy Grant Townshipmhegan
/ Concord Township/ Lexington Township/ Rockwood Strip/
Rockwood Strip T1/ Rockwood Strip T2 Seboomook Township
Central Somerset

Our State Senate District is District5 andis made up of the following
municipalitiesin Franklin County: Carrabassett Valley; Chesterville;
East Central Franklin UT; Farmington; Industry; Kingfield; New Sharon;
New Vineyard; Strong; Wilton; and Wyman Townshlp. Kennebec
County: Rome; and Vienndn Somerset County: Anson; Athens;
Bingham; Brighton Plantation; Cambridge; Caratunk; Central Somerset
UT; Cornville; Dennistown Plantation; Embden; Harmony; Hartland;
Highland Plantation; Jackman; Mercer; Moose River; Moscow; New
Portland; Northeast Sonsat UT; Northwest Somerset UT; Pleasant
Ridge Plantation; Ripley; Saint Albans; Seboomook Lake UT;
Smithfield; Solon; Starks; The Forks Plantation; and West Forks
Plantation.

COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT

Our County Commissioner District is District 5 consists othe towns of
Athens, Bingham, Brighton PlantatioiGanaan,Caratunk, Dennistown
Plantation, Embden, Hartland, Jackman, Moose River, Moscow, Pleasant
Ridge Plantation, Solon, The Forks, UT Central Somerset, UT Northeast
Somerset, UT Seboomook Lake Twp, and West Forks Plantation

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Congressional District for our United States Representative is Dis.
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STATE OF MAINE
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
1 StaTE HouSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE
04333-0001

Janet T. Mills

QOYERNOR

Dear Maine Resident:

I have always been guided by the belief that to strengthen our state, we have to invest in our greatest
asset: the people of Maine. With the support of the Legislature, my Administration has been
investing in what people need to succeed, like job training, child care, health care, education,
broadband, and housing.

We are seeing results — small businesses are expanding their operations; people are moving here
to work and raise their families; and graduates are staying in Maine to pursue rewarding, life-long
careers. These are all encouraging signs that are reflected in the strength of our economy. In fact,
Maine has one of the best rates of economic growth in the nation.

That’s good news, but I know that not everyone is feeling the benefits of our strong economy. The
cost of living in Maine, as in much of America, is too high. The price of fuel, the cost of supplies,
utilities and labor have driven up expenses for families across the country and impacted the budgets
of towns, counties and nearly every state, including Maine.

I want everyone to benefit from the availability of good jobs, a good public education, and good
health care in our state. That is why I have put forward a balanced budget proposal that proposes
some savings and certain targeted revenue increases to maintain things we all support, like the
state paying 55 percent of the cost of education and 5 percent municipal revenue sharing, to keep
all these costs from being passed along to property taxpayers.

We have made good progress over the past six years to ensure that every person in Maine can find
a good-paying job in a rewarding and stable career; go to the doctor when they feel sick because
they have health insurance; and have the peace of mind that their children are safe at home and at
school.

I look forward to working with communities and citizens across the state to solve problems,
manage our finances, and keep our people healthy and safe.

Sincerely,
Janet T. Mills
Governor
L
P
PRATID O KEEYELHD PAPER
PHONE: (207) 287-3331 (Voien) FIY USERS CALL 711 FAX: (207} 287034
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SUSAN M. COLLINS

181N

Nnited Draces Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1904

January 2025
Dear Friends:

It is an honor to represent Maine in the United States Senate, and | welcome this opportunity to

share several kegccomplishments for our state from the previous year.

As Vice Chair of the Appropriations Committee in 2024, | have secured nearly $580 million for

230 projects across all of Mainebdés 16 counties
economic development; expand access to health care; supporfteeearent; improve public

education and infrastructure; and protect our environment. As the new Congress begins, | am

honored to be taking the helm of the Committee, the first Mainer to do so in nearly a century, and |
remain committed to ensuring that ézdl spending produces real results for our state and nation.

Maine has the oldest average age in the country, which is why | have long prioritized health

focused legislative efforts. There were more than 1,860 health care bills introduced during the

118th Congress. Only 15 health care bills were signed into law,easl a lead sponsor of five of

them. These bills wildl enhance care for indivi
issues through improved research funding, strengthened public health programs, and increased
support for rural first responde

Another important bill that | coauthored was the Social Security Fairness Act. Since 2003, when |
led the firstever Senate hearing on the Windfall Elimination Provision and the Government
Pension Offset, | have sought to end these provisions of the Seciality Act that unfairly

reduce the Social Security benefits that public employees or their spouses have earned. | am
pleased to say that with the passage of my bill, the Social Security Fairness Act, in December,
public sector retirees will now receitlee full Social Security benefits they have earned.

When the Maine way of life was under threat, | was certain to defend the interests of our state. |
worked to protect Mainebs potato farmers when
the potato from a vegetable to a grain. | thwarted effort®nsolidate USPS mail operations at the
Hampden postal facility, which would have disrupted mail delivery throughout our state. | sounded

the alarm with leaders at the FBI and Departments of State and Treasury on the spate of illicit
marijuana growing opations that are destroying properties and providing refuge to foreign
criminals in our state. Following damage to ou
secured $15 million to help fishing communities recover. | championed funding to stippor

Maine Air National Guard base, Bath Iron Works, and Portsmouth Naval Shipyard.

As of last December, | have cast more than 9,100 consecutive votes, continuing my record of never
missing a rolcall vote since my Senate service began in 1997. My ranking as the most bipartisan
Senator reflects Maineds tradition of working

My highest priority as a Senator is to ensure
assistance tgou, please contact one of ratate offices or visit my website at collins.senate.gov.

SiEcerer, 77{ " 00,

Susan M. Collins
United States Senator
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Wnited States Denate

January 2025
Dear Friends,

Each year comes with renewed héppeo c el ebr at e each otherds
each other in times of need. | am thankful to each town in Maine for their commitment

to theircommunities, to their citizens, and to this country. We always work together to

get things done. This past year was no different.

First, it was a true honor to be reelected to the United States Senate for anejkar six
term. Throughout my travels around the state, | heard many concerns about the cost of
living and affordability of housing. Many of you also shared your concerng alboess

to medical and mental health services. Tiflation Reduction Adbas been incredible

for older people in Mainé Medicare is finally negotiating lower prices for prescription
drugs, on top of the $35 per month cap for insulin that took effect in 2023. We have an
opportunity to build on what we have in common and dotwiaine people do best;

we will continue to help each other and lead through example.

| have also been consistently working to help our veterans. My team has repeatedly
been successful in securing leagerdue recognition of military medals for many of

Ma i ncendbat veterans and working to resolve issues with claims, travel pay, and
accesgo healthcare and benefits our veterans earned through their selfless service to
our country. | have also worked with my Veterans Affairs and Defense partners in
Washington to successfully pass a national defense bill that strengthens our national
securiy, takes care of our service members, and supports Maine businesses from
Aroostook to York County.

| am also thankful to hav&uch an incredible team acrddaine available to you for

hurdles you may face with the federal government. Whether it be veteran issues, social
security problems, student loans, immigration, IRS and npbgase never hesitate to

reach out to my offices in Presque Isle, Bangor, Augusta, Portland, or Biddeford and
allow usthe chance to be part of your solutions.

Together, over the next six years, | know we can continue to build a stronger, brighter
future for our great state. Thank you for being one of the reasons Maine is so special; it

is not only a pleasure to serve y@uit is a pleasure to know you. Mary ahdish you
a happy and safe 2025.

Be tRejgyis,
Angus S. King(Jr.
United States Senate
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Washington Offi
15¢ Off

Committee on Armed Services

ce

Committee on Small Business

www.golden.house.gov }%&.({Juvﬂlazj’
Jared Golden
Congress of the United States
2nd District of Maine
Dear Friends, January 2025

I hope this letter findsyouwel.t s an honor to continue serving
and | take the responsibility very seriously. Thank you for the opportunity to share an update on the
work I've been doing for the people of the Second Congressional District.

Fisheries: This spring, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) announced a
gauge increase for lobsters caught in the Gulf of Maine beginning in January 2025. Maine fishermen
warned that this decision is founded on incomplete and inacalaitde Additionally, this gauge

increase could put Mainers at a competitive disadvantage to Canadian fishermen with looser
regul ations. Thatdés why | sent a |l etter to the
can evaluate data with fishermevhose proactive stewardship provides invaluable insight. | have

al so submitted an amendment to this yeards f unt
used to implement and enforce a gauge increase. Because of these efforts, the ASFM@ made th
decision to delay the implementation of this
lobstermen against unfair, unnecessary regulations that threaten their livelihoods and industry.

Veterans: The first meeting | attended as an elected official was with a large group of veterans and

the former Director of the Maine Bureau of Veterans Services. We discussed a lot, but one issue rose
above the rest: how little was being done for Mairtenrams who needed treatment for mental health

issues or substance use. At the time, there were-patient treatment beds in Maine, so veterans

had to wait for a bed to open at an-ofistate facility. Fast forward 10 years, through unending red
tape,ad | 6m delighted to report we just broke g
Medical Center in Augusta. This was the direct result of the tireless advocacy of veterans from across

our stated this win is theirs.

Postal Service: This spring, the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) announced plans to consolidate and move
some processing operations from the Eastern Maine Processing & Distribution Center in Hampden

to Scarborough. This would have caused significant mail dglidelays that disproportionately

harm rur al communities. That és why | introduce
Protection Act, which would have halted this planned consolidation across the country. Following

these efforts, the USPS annouth¢bey have scrapped their plan entirely. While this is a win for

Maine, it is also evidence that we cannot beco
bipartisan Postmaster General Reform Act, which would establish term limits for the Usnitesl S

Postal Serviceos (USPS) postmaster general and
Regardless of the year, one of my top prioriti

help navigate federal programs; find resources in Maine; and resolve issues with Medicare, Social
Security, the VA, and other federal agencies and progir&lVe are here to help:

o] Cari bou Office: 7 Hatch Dri v@&09 Suite 23
0 Lewi ston Office: 179 Lisbo6767Street, Lew
o] Bangor Office 6 State Stre®b0 Suite 10
| wish you a healthy and prosperous year to come. Respectfully,

Qwﬁcgg Boldem

Jared Golden

Member of Congress
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T2t Logisbature Sernator Russell Black

) 3 State House Station
‘_sﬂm (f/ Augusta, ME 04333-0003
Mairee

Serate Distvict 5

January 202
Dear Friends and Neighbors:

I am honored and humbled to continue serving as $tate Senator for a fourth term.
The trust you have placed in me is something | do not take lightly, and | remain
committed to being a strong voice for you, your family, and our community in Augusta.

I am happy to continue my work on the Agriculture Conservation and Forestry
Committee, | will continue to focus on ensuring accountability in key state programs,
with a particular emphasis on the Office of Child and Family Services (OCFS).

The First Regular Session of the 132nd Maine State Legislature began on December 4,
2024, with our swearin ceremony led by Governor Janet Mills. It was a day filled

with tradition, attended by family and friends of incoming members, as we set the stage
for the work ahead.

Many of you have reached out to me about the challenges you aredfaisimy costs

of energy, housing, childcare, and concerns about education, mental health, substance
abuse, workforce development, and community safety. As your State Senator, | am
commited to working with my colleagues to find commsense solutions to these
pressing issues.

I'n addition, addressing Mainebs anticipat
biennium will be a significant focus this session. | am confident that through

collaboration, we can work to balance fiscal responsibility with investments in the we

being of all Mainers.

Once again, | want to thank you forekecting me to represent you in the State Senate.

Pl ease don6t hesitate to reach out to me
amhere to help, whether itédéds navigating st
important to you and our community.

Russell Black
State Senator

27



HoOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE (14333-0002
(207) 287-1440
TTY: (207) 287-4469

Elizabeth M. Caruso
P.O. Box 81
Caratunk, ME 04925
Residence: (207) 399-9992
Elizabeth. Carusof@legislature. maine. gov

January 202
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

I am deeply honored and humbled by thest you have placed in me to represent
you in the 132nd Legislature. As your state representative, | am committed to serving
you with transparent and responsive representation that adheres to the Constitution.
| will always do my best to address the ¢bages we face in our communities, and

I will seize opportunities that can make a meaningful difference.

Our shared values and struggles inspire me to work hard for you to meet the needs
of our communities. Whether it is advocating for our families and small businesses,
or being your voice on the Judiciary Committee, | believe we will make an impact.

As George Washington said, ithe power
people. o As your Representative, | encec
with the work happening at the State House and to monitor legislative proposals
beingworkedonbygii t i ng the Legislatureds websi:
Decisions made in Augusta affect our lives in countless ways, and your input is vital

in shaping the future of our district and our state.

| encourage you to make your voice heard. You can email, call, and leave messages,
but more importantly testify (in person, online, or in writing) when public hearings
are scheduled for bills important to you. Whether you need assistance navigating
state srvices or want to shag®ur thoughts on upcoming legislation, | am here to
help and listen.

To be added to my email list and receive updates or important information on Maine
programs and services, please email me directly with your request at
Elizabeth.Caruso@Iegislature.maine.gov.

Thank you for your confidence in me and for the opportunity to serve. Together, we
can build a brighter future for our families and communities

incerely, )
izabeth M. Caruso
State Representative
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Somerset County Government provides every day public safety services to the residents and
visitors throughout our 4,095 square miles. Nearly 80% of our employees are directly involved
in taking calls for service, responding to those calls, prosecutingtieios of the law and
providing incarceration and corrections. Furthermore, County Government secures property
rights through the Registry of Deeds and protects family rights in Probate Court.

In a partnership with each of our towns, plantations and townships, Somerset County seeks to
strike a balance of services and costs to the taxpayer. The budget put into effect July 1, 2024
was a modest 3.1% increase over the past year thanks to thetdiignof Department
Heads, County Commissioners and the Budget Committee.

Throughout the State there was significant turnover in County Commissioners in 2024. In
Somerset however, we were fortunate to return Robert Sezak in District One and Cyp Johnson
in District Two through reelection. SittingCommissioners Scott Seekins of District Three,
Joel Stetkis in District Four and John Alsop in District Five compose a board of experienced
leadership for the County.

A priority for these Commissioners has been providing funding to Towns and agencies that are
on the front lines of community service. Early in 2024, the Commissioners provided $108,500
in Community Benefit Funds to Towns impacted by the significant flgpufirthe December

2023 storms. Since the fall of 2023, over 35 entities have received $330,000 in Community
Benefit Grants impacting 20 different Somerset Communities. These matching grants have
spurred over $700,000 in local development.

More information on the Community Benefit Matching Grant Program, and many other
programs and services offered can be foaneww.somersetcountyne.org

In 2024, the County formed an official partnership with Somerset Public Health to provide a
Care Coordinator within the Sheriffodos Offi
substance abuse issudshi s trained professional processe
for individuals and families in need of resources, and coordinates with Jail Administration to
connect inmates to services within the facility and refer and make appointments to cgmmunit
resources upon release.

This past year the County also embarked on a study of Animal Control resources in Somerset.

Pulling together a committee that included
Commissioners, Town Managers and Select Board members, the study has comypitedy

for Ani mal Control Of ficers and is assessin
shelter in Skowhegan. This ongoing study see

Animal Control infrastructure.

While staffing remains a challenge in the current economy, Somerset headed in to 2025 with
a workforce near full capacity for the first time in over a decade. On behalf of all County

employees, it is our pleasure to serve our communities.
e 7
Tim Curtis

Somerset County Administrator
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Integrity Respect Fairness Dedication

@ SOMERSET COUNTY SHERI FFO6S OFI

2024 Sheriffodods Office Anni

January 1, 2025 begins my 10th year as your Sheriff. | want to
personally thank everyone for your continued support for the
Somer set County Sheriffds Office
citizens of Somerset County, and our visitors.

The Office of Sheriff oversees the operations of the County Jalil,
law enforcement, court security, and civil process. Somerset
County is approximately 4,000 square miles. The County is
‘ comprised of 27 towns, 6 plantations, and 83 unorganized
. townships. This year, | began myy2ar term as immediate past
Sheriffbale py esident of the Maine Sheriffo

Lancaster appointment to the Board of Directors for (NESPIN) New
England State Police Information Network. | am also a board member for the Statewide
County Corrections Professional Standards Council.

| would I|ike to report that the Somerset
accredited law enforcement agency through the Maine Law Enforcement Accreditation
Program. The Sheriffdéds Office | aw enforc

for the State of Maine. | want to take this opportunity to thank the staff and Deputies for
their diligent efforts to obtain this accreditation.

I'n 2024 the Somerset County Sheriffoés Of
(SRO). We provide an SRO to SAD 59, Madison and to SAD 54, Canaan and
Norridgewock.

The Sheriffdéds Office collaborates with S
Coordinator for Substance Use Disorder. When Deputies respond to incidents that have
addiction related components, they now have an imbedded caseworker that can process
referrds for treatment.

The Sheriffdéds Office procured a drone, t h
investigation of crime scenes and motor vehicle crashes.

Law Enforcement

The Patrol division is comprised of 14 Patrol Deputies and 3 Sergeants. Through funding
from the State of Maine, we have 2 Deputies dedicated to patrolling the unorganized
townships. The Patrol division is overseen by a Lieutenant. The Patrol Division
conducted 1,275 traffic stops and covered 987 reportable accidents. The patrol division
arrested/ summonsed 835 individuals in Som
Deputy per shift to patrol the Town of Madison. We have-a@2 Secretary/Dispater

assigned to Madison. We had a total of 4 Deputies graduate from the 45th and 46th Basic
Law Enforcement Program (BLETP) at the Maine Criminal Justice Academy this year.
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The Criminal division is comprised of 4 Detectives, 1 Domestic Violence Investigator
assigned to the Somerset County District

Lieutenant. The Sheriffos Of fice contin
Enforcement Agncy) to have an agent assigned to the Criminal Division. Presently, that

position is not filled. T h -eons$rickonist dlongd s Of
with 1 forensic mapper. The Sheri fiohds Of f

Throughout 2024, the Sheriffoés Office Cri
illicit drug trafficking activities. This year the Criminal Division obtained 63 search
warrants and charged 68 people with illicit drug charges. The Criminal Divikemged

60 people with crimes such as, burglary, theft, sexual assault, fraud etc. Between January
and December, the Criminal Division executed 22 illegal marijuana cultivation drug
search warrants. These warrants have been executed in the Towns of [&€ornvil
Norridgewock, Madison, Anson, Solon, Ripley, St. Albans, Skowhegan, and Canaan. In
2024 the Criminal Division seized approximately 28,000 marijuana plants, approximately
250 pounds of processed marijuana, approximately $50,000 in cash, and 5 matesyvehi

In 2024, the Crimes Against Persons Detective investigated 27 sex offense complaints.
19 of those cases involved child sexual abuse where forensic interviewing was utilized.

Detective Jeremy Leal is a Chil drearesdits Adv
of these investigations and working with
cases, we were able to get substantial sentences in a number of child abuse cases. The
Sheriffés Office Criminal Di drby lsw to negister a c k s

as sex offenders. 3 individuals were charged/arrested with Sex Offender Registration
Notification Act violations.

Jail

The Somerset County Jail, when operating at full capacity, operates with 36 budgeted
Correctional Officers, 8 Shift Supervisors, 3 cooks, 12 program and support staff, and 9
administrative staff. The Somerset County Jail is now 17 years old. The Codrigy Jai
nationally accredited through the American Correctional Association and is operating
under nationally best practice standards. The County Jail is also PREA (Prison Rape
Elimination Act) certified.

In 2024 the Somerset County Jail recorded 1,319 total bookings, a 3.2% increase since
2023. We are currently still working with the State of Maine in administering Sublocade
to inmates who identify with an Opioid Use Disorder. The Somerset County Jail has
robust programs division. Services provided include parenting classes, alcohol treatment,
education and mental health counselling. In 2024 we collaborated with Somerset Public
Health, funded by New Balance, inmates work growing a variety of vegetahtegeth
processed on site by our kitchen workers and distributed to local schools.

Civil Process

I n 2024, the Somerset County Sheriffoés Of
process and serve. That is a 23% decrease from 2023.
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Calls for Service

In 2024, the Sheriffdéds Office received 17
represents a 4.3% decrease from 2023.

During 2024, the Sheriffés Office respond
Solon, which is a 25% decrease from 2023. These calls included

92 motor vehicle stops,

57 motor vehicle accidents,

17 calls requesting citizen assistance,

7 domestic disturbances,

as well as calls for burglary, theft, criminal threatening, assault, harassment,
welfare checks, and requests for other police services.

= =4 =4 -8 -

The Somerset County Sheriff Office remains committed to our core values: INTEGRITY
RESPECTFAIRNESSDEDICATION.

2024 Percentage of Calls for Service
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2024 Calls for Service by Town
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RSU 74

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
Physical Address: 56 North Main Street, North Anson, Maine 04958
Muailing Address: P.O). BOX 219, North Anson, Maine 04958-0219
Phone: (207) 635-2727 - Fax: (207) 635-3599

Carrabec High School ~ Carrabec Community School ~ Garret Schenck School ~ Solon Elemeniary School
January 23, 2025
Dear RSU 74 Residents,

| am happy to report the state of your schools continues to move in a positive direction. The RSU #74 Board of
Directors have supported multiple initiatives in the last calendar year to ensure the work necessary to make
impravements in the academics we offer and in our infrastructure that is being done.

Schools are about academics. In the past 2 plus years we have seen recovery from the pandemic years.
Although we are not where we want to be with attendance, the percentage of students who are truant and who
meet the definition of chronically absent has dropped significantly. For the school year 2021-2022, our
percentage of students who missed more than 10% of the school year was at 45%. Our data for the 2023-2024
school year showed 28% as chronically absent. Truancy for this same time period has dropped from 26% to
12.5%. We still have work to be done, but as a former high school Social Studies teacher once shared with me
as his principal, "you get them in my classroom, | will teach them.” His words resonate with the work the district is
doing with improving attendance as our student's State assessments scores are also showing positive growth.
Each school saw an increase in the percentage of students who met or exceeded their growth goals as identified
by NWEA, the State assessment. More importantly, we saw an increase in the percentage of students who are
at or above grade level with their achievement in ELA and Mathematics as measured by NWEA. Staff in K-8
settings have worked hard to review the fall scores of students and placed each in the appropriate level of
intervention. During intervention sessions, students needing additional work on prior concepts in ELA and math
are provided this in small groups and at times in individual settings.

One of our district objectives was to develop and implement 5 to10-year improvement plans for buildings,
grounds and busing. We have a bus fleet that was in the process of delivering a second generation of students
as some of the fleet was approaching 20 years old. Our 10-year plan was designed to replace the busas that
were costing us in the maintenance line as well as those that were approaching 20 years of age. Besides
replacing 3 buses in the fleet since May of 2022, the district hired a full time mechanic to do preventive
maintenance as well as a majority of the minor repairs in house versus sending buses out. These two steps,
newer buses and proper and timely preventive maintenance has allowed us to reduce the contracted repair line.
As well, the first time in a significant amount of time, a plan was enacted to begin maintenance of our buildings.
Three of the four buildings saw at least one project completed that addressed issues causing concerns around
safety of students and staff. Solon Elementary had a new driveway. Carrabec Community School has new floor
tile in the K-5 section and there is new exterior lighting at the high school. Our maintenance depariment noted
the rotted framework holding the large windows in the Solon Elementary tower and replaced the wood structure
and windows this fall.

We are currently building a budget for the 2025-2026 school year with our focus in the same areas for
attendance, academics and maintaining buildings, grounds, and reliable transportation.

Thank you for your continued support of our schools. Together we are creating responsible adults for our
communities in the future.

Respectfully submitted,
f s i

Mark L. Campbell, Supérintendent of Schools
MISSION STATEMENT

The school community of RSU #74 will work together Lo faise the sspirations of all students by providing them with lifidong skills that
they may become sell-sulficient contributing members of socicty,
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1934 YEAR IN REVIEW

Solon
(193435AnnualRepgand O6Hi story of Soloh, Main

Population: 8524930 censu00 less than 10 years earlier)
Municipal Expenditures: $46,257.71
Births: 14
Deaths: 8 (Three of which were undeydarold)
Marriages: 16
School Enrollment: 19% school districts in town)
o Solon High School Site of current schophll grades
A Primary 26
A Intermediate40
A Grammar 33
A High School39

[ eI et eI eI et e

o Maple Grove School20 Intersection of Rowell PonddR

0 Washington School 12 South Soloii Ri cedés Corner
o Longfellow School 14 South Solon

o Franklin School 9 Athens Rd (Hole in the Wall Rd)

0 Roosevelt School 4 location unknown

U Books loaned from Coolidge Public Library: 5,305

United States

US population: 126,373,773

USlife expectancymales59.3 years® females63.3 years.
Federal spending: $6.54 billion

Average annual income: About $00

Unemployment rate: 21.7 percent

15,000,000 Americans unemployed

| eI ent-R ent- N et et et

i Average cost ofh home $6,79Q0 monthly rent $18.0Q new car $64Q a
gallon ofgas 19 cents1stclass postage stam® cents bacon 20 cents a
pound white bread, 9 cents 1 Ib. loafpartice cream39 centseggs, 27
cents a dozen;gtatoes5 pounds for 17 centsoffee 29 cents for a one
pound can

U The words 18vheeler, burrito, chef's salad, cocktail lounge, egg roll, ESP,
hair stylist, mobile home, newscast, red carpet, shopping cart, uptight, and
urban sprawl all appeared in print for the first time.

0 The United States was still in the midst of the Great Depression-@%29
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U The Gold Reserve Act of 193the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
JonesConnally Act(to help struggling U.S. farmejsthe Taylor Grazing
Act (to regulate grazing on public lafjd¢heMigratory Bird Conservation
Act, theFederal Credit Union Adtestablishing Credit Uniopsthe Home
Owners Loan AgttheHays Office censorship code for motion pictyiasd
US Highway planning surveys nationwident into effect

0 In July there were record setting temperatures in lowa & Idaho of 118
degrees anth Ohio of 113 degrees Fahrenheit.

U A massive tweday dust storm removed millions of tons of topsoil from the
parched Great Plains. The dust clouds blew all the way to Chicago and
deposited over 10 million pounds of dust throughout the Chicago metro
area.

U  The Dionne Quintuplets were born in Ontario, Canada. They were the first
known quintuplets to survive past infancy.

U Babe Ruth hit his 700th career home rudiy and inSeptember played
his final baseball game with the New York Yankees.

U The Everglades National Park was established in FlotgaGreat Smoky
Mountains National Park was created in North Carolina and Tennesgte
theBoulder Dam (Hoover Damyas dedicated

i  America's first laundromawas openedn Fort Worth, Texasthe frst US
ski towrope operatiofeganin Woodstock, Vermontthe frst high school
auto driving courséegan inState College, Pennsylvanitoe rst x-ray
photo of entire body, Rochester, New Ypdnd thelst federal prisoners
arrive at Alcatraz in SF Bay.

Worldwide

U Nazi Germany pasddhe "Law for the Prevention of Genetically Diseased

Offspring".

Nazi Germany and Poland sign rattack treaty for 10 years

Heinrich Himmler becomes inspector of Prussian secret state police.

Hitler and Mussolini meet in Vienna

In GermanyNight of Long Knives, Hitler stages bloody purge of Nazi

party

Adolph Hitler becomes commandigr-chief of Germany

U Adolph Hitler expands German army and navy and creates an air force,
violating Treaty of Versailles

U The Soviet Republic of China collapses when Chiangdkak's National
Revolutionary Army successfully encircles Ruijin, forcing the fleeing Mao
Tsetung& 25,000Communistroopsto begin the 6,000 mile Long
March.

0 Japan renounces the Washington Naval Treaty of 1922 and the London
Naval Treaty of 1930.

| et ant-R - e

N
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NOTICES

TAXPAYER'S NOTICES

In accordance with Title 36, M.R.S.A. Sec. 706, as amended, the Municipality
of Solon hereby gives notice to all persons liable to taxation in Solon that the
Assessors will be in session at the Town Office on the first Wednesday in April
during normal offte hours for the purpose of revising the lists of polls and
estates taxable in SoloAll persons liable to taxation in Solon and all Personal
Representatives, Trustees, etc. of all estates taxable in Solon of such persons are
hereby notified to furnish tehe Assessors true and perfect lists of all their
estates, real and personal, not by law exempt from taxation, of which they are
possessed on thiest day of Apriland be prepared to make an oath to the truth

of the same and to answer all proper inquiries in writing as to the nature, situation
and value of their property liable to be taxéthen estates of persons deceased
have been distributed during the past year or have changed hands from any
cause, the Personal Representative, and/or other perseresiatl are hereby
warned to give notice of such change, and in default of such notice, will be held
liable under law to pay taxes assessed, although such estate has been wholly
distributed and paid foAny person who neglects to comply with this notice is
hereby barred from his rights to make application to the Assessors or any appeal
there from, for any abatement of his taxes, unless he offers such list with his
application and satisfies them that heswaable to offer it at the time appointed.

In accordance with Title 36, M.R.S.A Sec.841, abatements for overvaluation of
property may be granted only within one year from commitment and taxpayers
must apply withinl85days from commitment.

1 UPDATE ON TAX STABILIZATION PROGRAM

Please note that the State of Maine repealed the Tax Stabilization Act after only
one year of enactmenBroperty Tax Stabilization for Senior Citizens, also
known as the Property Tax Stabilizat:i
program that allowed certain senicitizen residents to stabilize, or freeze, the
property taxes on their homestead. a reslt of recent changes in the law, the
Tax Stabilization Program only applies to the property tax year beginning April
1, 2023. However, this same lelgtion has expanded the eligibility thresholds

for participation in theProperty Tax Deferral Prograrand increased the
maximum benefit available under tReoperty Tax Fairness Creditr those age

65 and older.

1 REAL ESTATE:
All property tax is assessed to the owner of the property on Apfilybu sell
your property after April 1, you will still receive the tax bitlou are responsible
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for that yearlfoysu have copseuctedy altdrea premoved any
buildings since the previous April 1 and on or before April 1 of the current tax
year, notify the Assessors by Aprit.1

1 BUSINESS PERSONAL PROPERTY:

A list of all business equipment and its vahaast be filed with the Assessors

by April 1st every yeaif you have started a new business, you need to notify
the Assessors to obtain forms for filing a list of your business equiprment.
accordance with Title 36, Section 706 of the Maine Revised Statutes, failure to
furnish lists of taxable property or any of the aforementioned changes on or
before the dates requested will bar one's right to an abatement of taxes. If this
business equipent qualifies forhe Business Equipment Tax Exemption, the
business is not taxed for the property and the town is reimbursed by the State for
50% of the lost tax revenue.

1 PERSONAL PROPERTY
Certain motorized vehicles, on which excise tax has not been paid by April 1,
will be assessed as personal property.

T EXEMPTIONS:

Taxation is the rule and exemption is the excepfioyou think your property
should have an exemption, and you are not already receiving it, you have an
obligation to make the Assessors aware of the legal category of the exemption
that the property may qualify forAll notifications and applications for
exemption must be made no later than April 1, of the current tax year.

1 VETERANSEXEMPTION:

All Veterans who will be 62 years of age on or before April 1, any totally
disabled Veteran or any widow, widower or minor child(ren) of Veterans who
would have been 62 years of age on or before April 1 should contact the
Assessors to see if they are diigi for a tax exemptionApplications for
Veteran's exemptions must be received in this office on or before April 1. You
do not need to reapply every year.

1 BLIND EXEMPTION:

Any person who is declared blind by the Department of Human Services should
notify the Assessorsdéd office on or be
the exemptionYou do not need to reapply every year.

1 HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION:

This exemption is for resident homeowners on their primary residénaemust
apply for it on or beforYoudapatmnekdtadl at
reapply every year.
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1 TREE GROWTH CLASSIFICATION:

All new owners of land that islassified asiree growtld haveone yearfrom

date of purchase of the property to file a certified tree growth plliniree
growth plans need to be recertified every ten ydasure to have your certified

plan submitted to the assessors by the appropriate date will result in the removal
of the land from the tree growth classification and the assessment of a removal
penalty.

1 FARMLAND AND OPEN SPACE:
Certain parcels of land might qualify for these two progredee the Assessors
regarding the qualifications.

1 PROPERTY TAXABATEMENTS
Property taxpayers have 185 days from the Date of Commitment to apply for a
tax abatementContact the Assessors if you have an abatement request.

TOWN MEETING AND ELECTION NOTICES

Nomination Papers for the various elected positions in town are available at the
Town Office startingthe last week of Novembeand are due back in the
beginning of January.

Contact the Town Clerk for more information about running forebatted
positionand for the nomination paper dates for the current year

The Selectmen prepare the Town Budget and Warrant Articles for the upcoming
Town Meeting and presitthem to theAdvisory Committee for theireview at

their Annual Budget Meetingn the third Saturday idanuary at the Town
Office.

If you want to hae an article considered at the Annual Towad¥ing it must
be presented to the Selectmen later than the Wednesday beftite Annual
Advisory CommitteeBudgetMeeting in January

SeethaDates t 0 R e mgemththe er ofghis report for the date of the
Annual Budget Meeting.

The Annual Town Meeting ialways held orthe P Saturday in MarchThe
voting of Town Officials is from 8 am to 12:15 piwy secret ballond the
Annual Town Meeting starts at 1:30 pmin as an open forum

If your non-profit group or organization would like to set up a tablein the
morning for promotion or fundraising, please contact the Town Office.

39



PLANNING BOARD NOTICES

BUILDING PERMITS ARE REQUIRED!
In 1977 the Town of Solon enacted a building ordinance.
'WF%%I This ordinance also prpvid_ed for a fine_, not to e>_<ceed
$100.00 per day that a violation of the ordinance continued.
In 1989 & 2003 the voters amended the ordinance, requiring that a building
permit be issued by the Solon Planning BdaRIORto the construction or
placement of any structure that exceeds 200 square feet of floor space and
for an addition that exceeds 100 square feet. Building permit applications are
available at the Town Office or from any member of the Planning Board.
Planning Board members will offer any assistance to anyone needing help in
completing an applicatiohe Board meets eadlstand3rd Tuesday of the
month at 7 PM at the Town Office.

ATTENTION LANDOWNERS AND WOODCUTTERS
HARVESTING TREES IN SHORELAND ZONE AREAS

hazardous trees in the Shoreland Zofmntact the Code
Enforcement Officer or Planning Board for a perniit. March
- " 2019 the Town of Solon enacted its revised Shoreland Zoning
Ordinance. Timber harvesting is now managed and administered by the
Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Fore$trgy can be
reached at 20287-3200.
NEW DRIVEWAY PLACEMENT AND INSTALLATION

JA ;m A town issued Permit is required prior to removing dead or

No new drivewayscan be installedwithout a permit from the Road
CommissionerThe permit fee is $2@ertainsite distances and culvert size
requirementsnust be met. The town will install the culvert, if one is needed,
with the landowner paying for the culvert and the gravel needed to cover the
culvert. The town will maintain the culvert after the initial installatidine
driveway installatiorapplication is available at the town offioe from the
Planning Board

TRANSFER STATION NOTICES

SOLON TRANSFER STATION USE STICKERS
ARE REQUIRED ON ALL VEHICLES BRINGING TRASH

TO OUR TRANSFER STATION
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Solon Transfer Station stickesse requiredo be displayed on the windshield of

all vehicles bringing trash to the Transfer Statibiew stickers are required
annually at a cost of $Fhere will be a grace periadtil January31st. Proof of
residency or landownership is required to obtain a Use Sticker eachliear.
stickers will be available both at the Transfer Station and the Town Gifide

the next yearés new color stickers wi

L A

' ' RECYCLING HELPS
|
-’ KEEP COSTS DOWN!

The Transfer Station is open on Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
Saturdays and Sundays from 8 a.m. to 4 Please check with the attendant on
the proper bins to place yotrash in. Upcycle! If you have an item that you no
longer want but it is still useable, check with the attendant on where to place it.
These items are then available to other residents.

We recycle paper, glass, cans and other itéifes.also accepeyeglasses and

cell phones, which will be recycled or donated to charity. For a complete list of
recyclable items and their proper disposal method, please see the Transfer
Station Report or contact the transfer station atten@&adycling is mandatory

so do not discard recyclables in your household ti&hdo not pay the tipping

fees for residents who have their trash picked up by private haulers.

Certain items cannot go into the general trash bins and certain hazardous waste
items we do not takd?lease check with the attendant before disposing of any
guestionable itenf we do take the item, he will tell you where to place it.

Demolition Debris Disposal Policythe Town will not pay for the tipping fee
for demolition debris resulting from a building, demolition, or renovation
project. We will not pay for container leases, for transportation costs or for

tipping fees.
PUBLIC WAYS NOTICES

WINTER PARKING ON ROADBAN:

We have an ordinance, passed in 19@#&esigna Parking Ban for the period
from November Tto April 30". It is unlawful for a motor vehicle or any other
vehicle to be parked within the right of way of any public way within Solon
during this time in such a manner as to hinder the removal of snow or other road
maintenanceAny vehicle parked in violation of this ordinance is subject to
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towing at the ownerds expense.
YEAR-ROUND PARKING BAN IN TRAVEL WAY:

It is also unlawful to habitually park a vehicle with any portion of said vehicle
in the traveled portion of any public walf.the vehicle hinders the normal
passage of twavay traffic, the saidvehicle will be subject to towing at the
owner 60s Repeatiegiofaters will be subject to a fine.

DRIVEWAY PLOWING AND SNOW BLOWING:

Itis also illegal to plow snowcross a public waylow your driveways inwards
and not outwardisto and/oracross the roadt is also illegalto blow or shovel
show orto the public wayViolators are subject to a fine.

MAILBOXES:

The town is not responsible for damage done to mailboxes while the roads are
being plowedMake sure your mailbox is high enough and far enough away
from the roadnot to be damaged. t i s not the Townds r
access to your mailbox clear of snow.

ATVS ON TOWN ROADS

The Drury Road, Brighton Road, French Hill Road from the Grant Road to
Pleasant Street, Falls Road, and Pleasant Street is open for ATWeisle. not

allow ATV use on any of the other roads in Solon or on school property. Do not
cross the school ball fields on ATMsdamages our ball fieldsVe dondét wa
to have to put up a fence but will have to if ATVs continue to drive on the field.

OTHER NOTICES

PHOTOCOPIES
- Photocopies are available at a rate of $.25/page for black & white
and $.75/page for color. Please have documents organized prior to
:I_ = your request. Please note that all other business will take
M precedenceefore our staff can make copies.

FAX / SCAN / EMAIL
We no longerhave the ability to sendakes but can receive them
as an emaibt (207) 6432864. We are happy to thegmint them
(fee above) or forwardgia email at no charge. We catso scan
and email documents. Again, please have them organized in
advance and note that all other businetistake precedence.
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NOTARY SERVICES
Notarization- If a member of staffs commissionedy the
State of Maine as a Notary, it is their discretionptovide
notarialsenices There is deeof $5/signature (ienotarialact)
andis subject to change. There is no charge for documents
requiring notarization when conducting regular municipal
business.

Marriage Officiant1 If a staff member is commissioned by the State of Maine

to perform/officiate marriages, scheduling and fees are at the discretion of the

Notary.Y ou camalsofind other notaries and officiants onlitteough theMaine

Notary Public and Dedimus Justice Search

CHECKS/INSUFFICIENT FUNDS
J/ The Town charges a35.00 fee for each dishonored check written

$

—_—

to the Town of Solon, which is drawn on a bank account with
insufficient funds. The Selectmen will require that any further
payments from said individual must be per money order, bank check
or cashAlso, any checks issued by the Town of Solon and not cashed within 90
days will not be honored.

CREDIT CARDS
We now accept credit card payments for monetary transactions
? conducted at the towoffice. There is a fee of 2.5% added to all
N\ transactions (min. of $1) by the credit card processor.

VEHICLE REGISTRATION

When reregistering a vehicle, please remember to bring in
proof of insurance, old registration, and mileage New
registrationsrequire abill of salg title (25 years old or
newer), proof of insurance and mileagéavehicle is purchased fromdsealer
you must aohave proof of purchasatitle application(andor window sticker

for new vehicles).ANTIQUE AUTOS: NEW LAW CHANGE - As of
01/01/2025 only vehiclegver 35years-old may be registered as antique.

HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES:
2 When you come in to purchase mesident or nowesident

h hunting/archery licens@leaseb r i ng i n your previo
ad

wheneverpossible | f it is your first [Ii
safety course cardhe Clerk can issue 7@nhdover lifetime hunting
and fishinglicenseshut other lifetime licenses are issued only by the state.

BOAT STICKERS:
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ALL boatst h a t have motors on them MUS
River Protection Stickero on the
~—=—>J The sticker and more information are available at the town office.

MARRIAGE LICENSES:
There is no waiting period to file marriage intentions wtitle
D Town Clerk before picking up your licendéyou were previously
‘ married, you must bring in current divorce papers with the raised
seal on it or a death certificate.

VITAL RECORDS
Certified copies of BIRTH, DEATH and MARRIAGE records are
R:' , available from the Municipal Clerk. Each town has access to only
_‘/ those records to which the Registrant was a resident of at the time
l_’l of the record. An applicarfor a vital record must hawdirect and
legitimate interesin the record. Fomore information, antb see if you qualif
to obtain a recorccontact the Clerk or go teww.maine.gov

NEW ADDRESSES:
The E91laddressingystemis in effect.Your house number should
9 1l be clearly posted on your property so that it can be easily seen from
the road.This will make it easier for emergency vehicles to locate
you in case of an emergendihere is a $10 fee for any change in a property that
requires a new, different, or additional physical address.

TRANSFER STATION USE PERMIT:
—=  Use of the Solon Transfer Station is limited to those whoesidents
\H or landownersonly. Use permit stickerare required anexpire
annually by December $1They are at an annual cost of $5 per
sticker. They can be obtained from t
Transfer Station Attendants with proof of residency or land ownership in Solon.

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT:

* The Town of Solon has in its possession a number of medical assistance
G\ items, which are available to be loaned out to citizens of Solon. If you
'&‘4} have need of any of these items, contact the Town Office aR8#3
=" for arrangements of piekp or for delivery

BURN PERMITS:
09 Burn permits are required before you can burn brush and debris outside
at any time during the yearFor burn permitsgo online to
.;%p https://www.maine.gov/burnpernot call: Duayne Rollins 399-9549
Jen Rollins 3991655 Todd Dixon- 441-5171
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DOG OWNERS NOTICE

Dog License- Everyone must license their dob

The State of Maine requires all dogs over the age of 6 months or have been with
the family for 10 days, to be registered in tbemn of residence of the owner.
Fees for spayed or neutered dogs arar#b$11 if theyemain unaltered.

All licenses expire on December=81A $25 late feger dogwill be added after
January 3% This fee isrequired by State law arsl nonnegotiable

Please bring with yothe most recent Rabies Certificate aiicapplicable a
Spay/Neuter Certificater license your dog Online by visiting
www.solon.maine.goMt he St ateds onl i ne Oxtebervi ce
15" to January 31%9).

If you are licensing a wolf hybrid, service/search or rescue dog or obtaining a
kennel license please contact the town office for more information.

Kennel License- Kennel owners need to have their property inspected annually

by Solonds Ani mal Control Oof ficer. At
by a State of Maine Animal Welfare Agent for all inspections to assist her in
upholding thehigheststandards.

Dog Ordinances- Please do not allow your dogs to bark freely while outside.
Please keep your dogs on a leash while walking, hooked to a run (3 x its length)
or in a spacioufencedarea. State Law forbidiogs fromroaming at large and

is subject to being picked up by the ACO and transported to the shelter for care.

Lost Pet? - If your pet is lost, please call Somerset Dispatch. The ACO may
have already found them. If not, a Lost Pet announcement will go out on the
Town of Solon Maine Facebook Page. Wavér had an incredibly good
turnaround time with very few animals brought to the shelter by this new process
being put into place.

To report a missing or found domestic animal océatact
Soloné6s Ani mal Control Oof ficer
Somerset Dispatch at 204746465

ﬂ'ﬁ:@
'@' Stray animals are brought to the =@
L »f  waterville Area Humane Society207-873-2430 S
s 100 Webb Road, Waterville LI
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WHAT TO BRING WHEN

WHEN REGISTERING A VEHICLE
*Re-registration: old registration, current insurance, & mileage
*New registratior(Dealer Sale)bill of sale/purchase agreement, copyité
application form, window sticker, current insurance card, and mileage
*New registration (Private Sale): bill of sale, current insurance card, title,
release of lien form if applicable, and mileage
*New registration & transfer plates: same as above plus registration of the
vehicle the plates are being transferred from.

WHEN REGISTERING A SNOWMOBILE, ATV, OR BOAT
*Reregistration: old registration
*New registrationbill of sale, serial numbdboats:length and horsepowe
*New registration & transfer plates: same as above plus registration of the
vehicle registration being transferred from.

WHEN REGISTERING A DOG
Current ambies certificate, spay or neuteriogrtificate(it may be noted on
rabies certificate)We may also have their current rabies information on file.

WHEN PAYING PROPERTY TAXES
A copy of the tax billbbr account number for reference

WHEN PURCHASING HUNTING LICENSES
You must have proof of prior hunting licenser having completed a hunter
safety programFor those over 16 purchasing their first adult licethgy must
alsobring proof that they passed a hunter safety course.

WHEN RENEWING TREE GROWTH PLAN
Please bring the Tree Growth application to the Assessigreed by a licensed
professional forester with his/her contact informatibie property owner and a
map showing the location of the different forest types for the land being
classified (softwood, hardwood, and mixed wood) as well as a description and
location of land not classified in the par¢tl at least the nearest whole gcre
Tree growth plans must be renewed every 10 yédss, when purchasing land
that is in tree growth, the new owneadwone (1) year to file with the Assessors
a statement from a licensed professional foredither the land is being
managed in accordance with thieviousplan or a new application with all the
required information with a ned0-yearrenewal date.

BUILDING AND/OR PLUMBING PERMITS
Completed building and/or plumbing application forms, sketches of proposed
and existing buildings and landmarks (roads, property lines, well, septic) on
lot, and for septic systems a septic system design by a licensed professional.
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SELECTMENGS REPORT

The Selectmen hold their Selectmen Meetran the * and 3! Wednesday of
the month at 5 pnPrior to that they meet with the Road Commissioner and road
crew at 4 pmThe Chair of Selectmen is in the town office on Mondayesday

and Thursdayrom 9 am to 3 pm and on Wednesday from 8 am to 6 pm.

The Maine Department of Transportation work to replace the Route 201 bridge
over Fall Brod started in April. The temporary bridge with the 6 separate traffic
lights at S Main St., N Main St., Ferry St., Pleasant St., Cross Street, and Brook
Street created a lot of traffic delays and long lines. So glad the new britpe is
open and we areack to just the 1 blinker light!MDOT will complete therest

of theproject in the spring.

The Solon Water District water mains for the north side of town were attached
to the old bridge and they were responsible for all costs associatagmihing

and attaching the water lines to the new bridge. MDOT also redesigned the Cross
Street and Brook Street intersections and replaced the water mahosetwo

roads. The Water District was also responsible for theofdlsbsewater mains.

We were successful in getting a CDBG grant to help with the cost of the water
main portion of the MDOT proj#. We thank Mike Fostefor thegreat jobhe

did overseeing the water main project for the Solon Water District.

This year we purchased a lot of equipment. The Trar@&fsionpurchased

new trash tub, a baler for plastics, carboard, and paper, and a container trailer to
store the baled product¥he Fire Department purchased new air tanks and
turnout gear to meet updated safety requirements. The Public Works Department
purchased a 2016t®n truck, a 2025 Western Star truck, a new dump body for
the 2015 Western Star truck, a Hyundai Excavator gamelvgravelcompactor.

We also had major equipment repairsthe skid steer, a fire trucgrader,and

on the 2015 and 2017 Western Stacks.

Our road crew worked hard repairing the road damage tinenMay2023 and

the December 2023 storms. There is still a lot more to do. We have so far
received $88,114 from FEMA/MEMA. We are still waiting on about $915,000
more from them. Those funds will be used to reimburse the LRAP account for
the $153,706.84n theoveragsin 2023 and 202&ummer Road2024 Winter
Roads,andthe other approved LRAP expenditurapproved to be reimbursed
from FEMA/MEMA funds Elaine with help from the road commissioner, road
crew, and Lesliehas spent a lot of time working on the FEMA projects and
gathering and submitting all the information FEMA requested.

Due to the continued high selling price of property in Maine and Solon, the state
has again increased our state valuatlomentfrom $115,750,000 in 2023 to
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$127,550,000 in 2024 and now it has increased to 806300 for 2025. In

2024 we raised land valuations across the board for everyone and also increased
building valuations on all buildings to meet the state valuation requirements. If
we fall less tham93%, we must reduce the homestead, veteran, and blind
exemptions that many receive. So again in 2025 we will have to increase land
and building valuationacross the board to stay above the 93% state valuation
threshold.

The assessing company we had hired t
from their contract with us due to staffing shortages. They gave us the paperwork
and photos they had taken so far. We have not been able to hire another assessing
firm to do our towd s r eval uation so the Selec]
remaining property information gathering on our own over the next few years.

So, if you see us taking photos and measuring your buildings, that is what we

are doing. We will also bgendinga form tofill out to update ouinformation

on the buildings on your property. Please be sure to fill it out and return it to us.

Our actual 2024 municipal budget by taxation increased by $54,673 which was
only a 4% increase over 2023 but because of having a smaller amount of
available surplus funds to reduce taxes we needed to raise an additional $174,871

in tax revenue for thetovins budget . Al so, our 202/
increased by $90, 135. We al so neede
valuations to reach our townds state
Tax Stabilization Credit for those who were 65 and olde2024. This credit

froze their property valuation at their 2022 valuation. Hfiisesulted irhigher

tax bills for everyone.

The Selectmen and the Advisory Committee work hard to keep our municipal
costs down. We have kept our budgets as low as possibleever, the
continuing high increase in tteost of living is affecting our town budgets as
well as our home budgefshe 205 municipal budget by taxation, as presented
by the Selectmeis $1 276,483 which is an increase 068,320from 202. After
deducting ouravailable surplusKRDA revenue,and revenue sharing the
amount needed to be raised by taxafmmmunicipal expenditureis $95,61
which is adecrease of 7,410 from 2024. Y ou, the citizens of Solon, decide on
our municipalbudgetat our Annual Town Meeting

We urge everyone to attend the School District Budget Adoption meeting in May

and to vote on the school referendum questions in June. Also please attend
Sol onds Annual T 3Sawrday efMarchnThat iswhentybue 1
the citizens, di scuss and vote on our
matters.

You can see the Town Meeting Warrant Artickasd an explanation of the
articlesat the end of this town repoRlease attend the Annual Town Meeting.
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This is your chance to participate in deciding on what and how much we spend
our property tax dollars and what other actions the town will take on a variety of
matters. We look forward to seeing you at the town meeting.

Remember thahe Selectmemeet on the tand 3¢ Wednesday of every month
at 5 pm for the Sel e ct me n 6Comemeeceus iwithgany questions,
concernsor issues you have regarding town business and igsthes at our
Selectmen meetings or when the Chair is in the office.

Respectfully Submitted,
Elaine AloesWayne JohnsqrandJohn Dunay

2024 MUNICIPAL APPROPRIATIONS
APPROPRITATIONS BY TAXATION

GENERAL GOVERNMENT

Payroll & Benefits $209,87500

Insurance $ 40,00000

Utilities $ 8,000.00

Town Charges $ 43,140.00

Maintenance $ 2,50000

Training, Books, & Dues $ 238500

Accounts Overages $ 5,000.00  $310,90000
PUBLIC WORKS

Winter Roads $149,000.00

Summer Roads $143,000.00

Transfer Station $ 99,000.00 $391,500.00
LIBRARY

Coolidee Library Reserve $ 25,600.00
FIRE DEPARTMENT

Fire Department $49,200.00
PUBLIC UTILITIES

Fire Hydrants $24,900.00

Street Lights $ 8,000.00 $32,900.00
SOCIAL SERVICES

General Assistance $15,000.00

Social ServicéAgencies $18,688.00 $33,688.00
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CODE ENFORCEMENT
CEO & Health Officer $ 6,200.00
911 Addressing Officer $  260.00 $ 6,460.00

LEISURE SERVICES
Programs $10,90.00

CEMETERIES
Cemetey Maintenance Reserve $24,700.00

ANIMAL WELFARE
Humane Society $ 2,000.00
Animal Control Officer $ 350000 $ 5,50000

ORGANIZATION DUES
Membership Fees $ 4,65000

CAPITAL RESERVE ACCOUNTS
Road Paving Reserve $ 15,000.00
Gravel Roads Reserve $ 10,000.00
Highway Equipment Reserve  $220,000.00
Transfer Station Truck & Equip. $ 7,500.00

Coolidge Library Building $ 3,000.00
Municipal Buildings Maintenance$ 3,500.00
Fire Truck Reserve $ 8,000.00

Fire Department Capital Reserves 1,000.00 $268,000.00

RESERVE ACCOUNTS
Municipal Buildings Heat Reservé 12,000.00
Fire Dept. Safety Equipment Res$ 5,000.00
GIS Mapping Reserve $ 2,000.00
Assessing Revaluation Reserve $ 10,000.00
Town Line Survey Reserve $ 2,500.00
Municipal Grounds Maint. Res. $ 2,500.00
Web Site Reserve $ 2,000.00
Town Flags Reserve $ 2,000.00
Town Records Preservation Res$ 4,500.00 $ 42,500.00

MUNICIPAL APPROPRIATIONS BY TAXATION
AT ANNUAL TOWN MEETING $1,21334800

MUNICIPAL APPROPRIATIONS FROM RESERVE ACCOUNTSAT
ANNUAL AND SPECIAL TOWN MEETINGS
LRAP Funds $ 75,000.00
Highway Equipment Reserve  $266,63500
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Road Paving Reserve $136,500.00
ARPA Funds $ 60,00000
Transfer Station EquigReserve $ 5,000.00 $ 543,13500

TOTAL RAISED AT ANNUAL & SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

Taxation $1,213,42300

Reserve Accounts $ ©§3,13500

KRDA/First Park $ 4,815.00 $1,761,37300
2024 EXPENDITURES

GENERAL GOVERNMENT
PAYROLL & BENEFITS

Income:
Appropriated $310,90000
Liens Fees $ 2,914.74
Reimbursements $ 322.70

Property & Casualty Ins. Rebaté& 986.00
Workman Comp. Ins. Rebate $  405.00

Employee Benefitbal. 12/31/23 $ 20,436.47 $335,964.91
Expended:
PAYROLL

Selectmen $35,090.06

Clerk/Tax Collector $50,72000

Treasurer $10,456.04

Deputy Clerk, Tax Collector,

& Treasurer $26,705.27

Registrar of Voters $ 2,915.00

Elections $ 1,968.64

Social Security & Medicare $30,926.92

Employee Benefits $56,436.47 $217,059.76
INSURANCE

Wor ker s Compe@l8%40D0 o n

Unemployment $ 4,46300

Property $21,44250 $ 36,636.50
UTILITIES

Phones & Internet $ 4,962.01

Electricity $ 1,619.48

Water $ 378.28 $ 6,959.77
TOWN CHARGES

Supplies $ 4,283.09

Postage $ 3,088.57

Legal Fees $ 300.00

Reg. of Deeds $ 1,654.50
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Town Reports $ 3,041.85

BadCheck Fees $ 20.00

Travel & Reimb. $ 249251

Tax Bills Print & Mail $ 1,146.82

Payroll Services $ 2,301.95

Auditor $10,00000

Paper Shredding $ 0.00

Copier Maintenance. Fee $ 1571.72

Web Site Fee $ 840.00

Post Office Box Fee $ 10200

Safe Deposit Box $ 30.00

Security System $ 331.95

Trio Computer Programs $ 8,989.19

Computer Maintenance $ 849.00

Computer Software Fees $ 449.98 $41,490.07
MAINTENANCE

Town Office Maintenance $ 1,755.00

Furnace Maintenance $ 648.50

Supplies $ 410.00 $2,813.50
TRAINING, BOOKS, & DUES

Books $ 50.00

Training Fees $ 78500

Meals $ 27225

Dues $ 36500 $1472.25
OTHER

Accounts Overage

Fire Department $ 5,125.20
RSU 74 $ 3.00
Street Lights $ 2,416.15 $ 7,544.35
ElectionsPayroll $ 2,498.30
ElectionsMeals $ 186.20 $316,663.70
$19,301.21
PUBLIC WORKS
ROADS
Income
Appropriated $292,000.00
Refunds & Reimbursements $ 8,125.01  $300,125.01
Expended
Winter Roads $204,953.21
Summer Roads $253,726.72  $458,679.93
($158,554.92
Funds used to covewverage
FEMA funds $ 88,113.85
LRAP funds $ %5,441.07
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Gravel Roads funds $ 35,000.00 $158,554.92 $0.00

TRANSFER STATION

Income:
Appropriated $99,500.00
Income& Fees $ 9,849.30 $109,349.30
Expended $116,354.10
($7,004.80)
Transfrom TS Truck & Tub Reserve $7,004.80 $0.00
COOLIDGE LIBRARY
COOLIDGE LIBRARY RESERVE
Income:
Balance 1/1/2 $ 205.87
Appropriated $25,600.00
Investment Funds $ 2,000.00
Fees & Donations $ 2.25 $27,808.12
Expended: $26,017.74 $1,790.38
FIRE DEPARTMENT
FIRE DEPARTMENTS& FIRE CHIEF
Income:
Appropriated $49,20000
Expended $83,975.20 ($34,775.20)
Transfers
Safety Reserve Funds $ 5,000.00
FD Reserve Funds Transfer  $24,650.00
Accounts Overage $ 2,580.85
Surplus $ 2,544.35 $34,775.20 $0.00
PUBLIC UTILITIES
Appropriated $32,900.00
Expended
Hydrant Fee $24,856.00
Street Lights $10,460.15 $35,316.15 ($2,416.15)
Transfer from Accounts Overage $2,416.15
$ 0.00
SOCIAL SERVICES
GENERAL ASSISTANCE
Income
Appropriated $15,000.00
SSI Reimbursement $ 180.00
Reimbursement $12,612.78 $27,792.78
Expended $10,114.92 $17,677.86
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SOCIAL SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS

Appropriated $18,688.00
Expended

KVCAP $ 750.00

Hospice $ 1,000.00

Spectrum Generations $ 78800

Kennebec Behavioral Health $ 500.00
Sexual Support & Crisis Ctr  $  300.00

Solon Food Cupboard $15,000.00
American Red Cross $ 150.00
LifeFlight Foundation $ 200.00 $18,688.00 $0.00
CODE ENFORCEMENT
Appropriated $6,460.00
Expended $6,460.00  $0.00
LEISURE SERVICES
Income
Appropriated $10,%0.00
Incomes &Reserve $23,754.35 $34,704.35
Expended
Recreation Reserve $10/058.66
Rec. Facility & Maint. Res. $ 1,028.41
Swim/Camp Reserve $ 1,448.52
Special Events $ 156.46
4% of July Fireworks $ 4,843.54
Baker Mountain Ski $ 1,250.00 $18,785.59 $15,918.76
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM RESERVE
Income
Appropriated $6,800.00
Reserve Funds $4,468.77 $11,268.77
Expended $ 5,443.78 $5,824.99
CEMETERIES
CEMETERY MAINTENANCE RESERVE
Income
Appropriated $24,70.00
Balance 12/31/2& Income $ 7,174.05 $31,874.05
Expended $30,973.63 $900.42
ANIMAL WELFARE
Income
Appropriated $5,500.00
Expended
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Animal Control Officer $3,500.00

Humane Society $1,867.12 $5,500.00 $132.88
TOWN DOG RESERVE
Income
Balance 12/31/24 $2,268.30
Town Dog Fees $ 999.00 $3,267.30
Expended
Animal Control Officer $ 874.98
Supplies $ 192.69
Mileage $ 546.36 $1,614.03 $1,653.27
AGENCIES
Appropriated $4,650.00
Expended
Kennebed/alley Council of
Governments $1,93.00
Somerset Economic DeCorp.  $ 100.00
Maine MunicipalAssociation  $231000 $4,503.00 $147.00

CAPITAL RESERVE ACCOUNTS
ROAD PAVING RESERVE

Income

Balance 1/1/2 $190,041.71

Appropriated $ 15,000.00

Interest $ 3,394.46 $208,436.17
Expended $135,277.50 $73,158.67
HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT RESERVE ACCOUNT
Income

Balance 1/1/2 $ 18,992.62

Appropriated $220,000.00

Income &Interest $ 6,074.79 $245,067.41
Expended $244,916.46 $150.95
GRAVEL ROADS RESERVE
Income

Balance 1/124 $38,708.00

Appropriated $10,000.00 $48,708.00
Expended $35,00000 $13,708.00
SIDEWALK REPAIR RESERVE

Income

Balance 1/1/2 $17,734.29

Appropriated $ 0.00 $17,734.29
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Expended $ 0.00 $17,734.29

TRANSFER STATION TRUCK &TUB RESERVE ACCOUNT
Income

Balance 1/1/2 $25,438.58
Appropriated $ 7,500.00
Interest $ 573.32 $33,511.90
Expended $19,954.80 $13,557.10

COOLIDGE LIBRARY BUILDING CAPITAL RESERVE
Income

Balance 1/1/2 $30,121.22
Appropriated $ 3,000.00
Interest $ 71541 $33,836.33
Expended $ 0.00 $33,836.63
FIRE TRUCK RESERVE ACCOUNT
Income
Balance 1/1/2 $3,261.93
Appropriated $8,000.00
Interest $ 136.84 $11,398.77
Expended $ 0.00 $11,398.77
FIRE DEPARTMENT CAPITAL RESERVE ACCOUNT
Income
Balance 1/1/2 $ 276.42
Appropriated $1,000.00
Interest $ 14.01 $1,290.43
Expended $ 0.00 $1,290.43
MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS MAINTENANCE RESERVE
Income
Balance 1/1/2 $8,682.53
Efficiency Maine Rebate $2,800.00
Appropriated $3,500.00 $11,982.53
Expended $ 3,13776 $11,844.77
LOCAL ROADS AID PROGRAM (LRAP)
Income
Balance 1/1/2 $146,650.27
Interest $ 3,034.05
State funds received $ 49,59200 $199,276.32
Expended $122,842.66 $76,433.66

PUBLIC WORKS GARAGE RESERVE
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Income

ARPA Funds $30,962.61
Expended $ 0.00 $30,962.61
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA)
Income

Balance 1/1/2 $45,962.61
Expended

Transfer Station Baler $15,000.00

Public WorksGarageReserve  $30,962.61 $45,962.61 $0.00

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG)

Received CDBG Funds $211,020.00
Expended $155,128.42 $55,891.58
RESERVE ACCOUNTS

MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS HEAT RESERVE
Income

Balance 1/1/2 $15,595.94

Appropriated $12,000.00 $27,595.94
Expended

Town Office $1,428.80

Fire Station $4,276.51

Town Garage $4,331.13

Library $2,105.48

$12,141.92 $15,454.02

FIRE DEPARTMENT SAFETY RESERVE

Appropriated $5,000.00
Transferred to Fire Department $5,000.00 $0.00
GIS MAPPING RESERVE
Income
Balance 1/1/202 $1,400.00
Appropriated $2,000.00 $3,400.00
Expended $ 0.00 $3,400.00
ASSESSING, REVALUATION RESERVE
Income
Balance 1/1/202 $30,000.00
Appropriated $10,000.00 $40,000.00
Expended $ 8,00000 $32,000.00

TOWN LINE SURVEY RESERVE
Income:
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Balance 1/1/202 $11,00.00

$13,500.00
$  0.00 $13,500.00

$8,086.93
$3,018.00 $7,068.93

$4,042.45
$1,355.85 $2686.60

$32,287.60
$24,650.00 $7637.60

$15,946.43

Appropriated $ 2,500.00
Expended
MUNICIPAL GROUNDS MAINTENANCERESERVE
Income
Balance 1/1/2 $7,586.93
Appropriated $2,500.00
Expended
WEB SITE FEE RESERVE
Appropriated $2,000.00
TOWN FLAGS RESERVE
Income:
Balance 1/1/202 $2,042.45
Appropriated $2,000.00
Expended
FIRE DEPARTMENT RESERVE
Income
Balancel/1/24 $20,040.46
Donations $12,247.14
Expended
PLANNING BOARD RESERVE ACCOUNT
Income
Balance 1/1/2 $14,536.33
Income $ 1.410.10
Expended

OFFICEEQUIPMENT RESERVE
Income

Balance 1/1/24 $11,117.18

Cable Franchise Fee $ 4,054.60
Expenditures

Copier $3,600.00

Office Refrigerator $ 599.95

Computer Programs** $8,985.00

$ 2,420.66 $13,525.77

$15,171.78

$13,184.95 $1,986.83

** $8,985t0 be refunded from 2025 Computograms Appropriation

CEMETERY LOT PURCHASE RESERVE
Income
Transferred to Investment Funds
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FEMA/MEMA RESERVE

Income $88,113.85
Expended

Winter Roads $18,880.06

Summer Roads $69,233.79 $88,113.85  $0.00

EMERGENCY HEAT RESERVE FUND

Income
United Way $1,000.00
Somerset County $2,500.00 $3,500.00
Expended $1,850.00 $1,650.00
TOWN RECORDS PRESERVATION RESERVE
Income:
Balance 1/1/202 $6,120.00
Appropriated $4,500.00 $10,620.00
Expended $ 0.00 $10,620.00

RAINY DAY FUND RESERVE
Balance 1/1/2 & 12/31/24 $34,033.30

GIVING TREE RESERVE
Donation $50000

COMMUNITY GARDEN RESERVE
Balancel/1/24 & 12/31/24 $2,954.08

HISTORICAL SOCIETY RESERVE ACCOUNT

Income

Balance 1/1/2 $7,057.63

Income $1,205.00 $8,262.63
Expended $4,775.24 $3,487.39
JONES FUND SCHOLARSHIP RESERVE
Income

Balance 1/1/2 $17,368.20

Income $ 8,873.04 $26,241.24
Expended $ 5,100.00 $21,141.24
RUTH CROSS SCHOLARSHIP RESERVE
Income

Balance 1/1/2 $ 0.00

Income $100.00 $100.00
Expended $100.00 $0.00
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OTHER EXPENDITURES

SOLON SNOWHAWKS

Income

State Grant $15,736.47

State Reirbursement $ 940.04 $16,676.51

Paid to Club $16,676.51 $0.00

FISH & WILDLIFE
Received & Paid to State $28,750.09 $0.00
MOTOR VEHICLE FEES
Received& Paid to State $120,510.16  $0.00
STATE VITAL FEES
Received & Paid to State $133.60 $0.00
GUN PERMITS
Received & Paid to State $295.00 $0.00
NOTARY FEE
Received & Paid Out $25.00 $0.00
PLUMBING PERMITS
Received $2,64500
Expended

State Fees $ 530.00

State Surcharge $ 75.00

Plumbing Inspector $1,590.00 $2,195.00 $0.00

DOG LICENSESSTATE FEES
Received & Paid to State $1437.00 $0.00

DOG LICENSESTOWN FEES RESERVE

Income
Balance 1/1/2 $2,268.30
Received Town Fees $ 999.00 $3,267.30
Expended $1,614.03  $1,653.27
ADDRESSING FEES
Income $40.00
Expended $40.00 $0.00
OUT OF TOWNEXCISE TAX
Income $4,938.44
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Paid to other towns $4,938.44 $0.00

BANK ACCOUNT INTEREST

Skowhegan Savings Bank $24,428.57
Paid toReserve Accounts:

Fire Truck Reserve $ 136.84

Fire Department Capital Reserves 14.01

Fire Department Reserve $ 545.14

Transfer Station Equipment Res$ 573.32
Highway Equipment Reserve  $ 609.79

Highway Paving Reserve $3,394.46
Highway LRAP Funds $3,034.05
Library Building Capital Reserve$ 715.41
Planning Board Reserve $ 318.85
Ruth Cross Scholarship Reserve$ .00
Jones Fund Scholarship Reserves 372.49 $ 9,714.36
$14,714.21
SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS
RSU # 74 SCHOOL TAX
Income
Appropriated $1,22,749.00
From Accounts Overage $ 3.00 $1,292,752.00
Expended $1,292,752.00 $0.00
COUNTY TAX
Appropriated& expended $249,321.10
FIRST PARK
Tax Revenue received $5,46600
Assessment Paid Out $4,81500 $64100
ACCOUNTS OVERAGE
Appropriated $5,000.00
Overages
RSU # 74 $ 3.00
Fire Department $5,125.20
Public Utilities $2,416.15 $7,544.35 ($2,544.35)
END OFYEAR TOTALS
Skowhegan Savings Bank/1/24 $1438,595.27
Income Received in 2@2 $3,715,433.32
Total Income $5,154,028.59
Less Expenditures $3,823,551.25
Balancel2/31/224 $1,330,477.34
Less Total of Reserve Accounts $ 764,331.57
Total Undedicated Funds (Surplus) $566,145.77
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Board of Selectmen, Assessors & Overseers of the Poor

Elaine Aloes

Chair of Selectmen,
Assessors and
Overseers of the Poor

Wayne (Chip) Johnso
Vice Chair of Selectmen,

Assessaand
Overseers of the Poo

John Dunay
Selectman, Assessor and
Overseer of the Poor
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ASSESSORS' REPORT

VALUATION
Local Taxable Real Estate Valuation $117,226,94®M0
Local Taxable Personal PropeNsgluation $ 1,825,41000

2024 Taxable Town Valuation $119,052,350.00
Total of Homestead Exemption Valuation
($9,000,@0.00X 0.76) $ 6,840,000.00

Total of all BETE Valuation$8,401,2900
Enhanced BETE Reimbursable Valuatior$s 4,537,63700

Total Valuation Base $130,429,887.00
APPROPRIATIONS
County Tax $ 249,321.10
Municipal Appropriation $1,761,298.00

RSU #74 Appropriation
($1,301,05Q2024/2025) + $1284,448(2023/2024) /2) $1292,74200

TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS $3,303,368.10
LESSALLOWABLE MUNICIPAL DEDUCTIONS $1,118,236.71
APPROPRIATIONS BY TAXATION $2,185,131.39

Plus Overlay $ 58,262.67
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS BY TAXATION $2,243,394.06
LESS EXEMPTIONREIMBURSEMENT FROM STATE
BETE Reimbursement $78,045.64
Homestead Exemption Reimbursement $117,648.00

LESS TOTAL EXEMPTION REIMBURSEMENT $ 195,693.64

TOTAL TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION $2,047,700.42

2024 MILL RATE: $17.20 PER $1,000 OF VALUATION

Supplementgiven in 2024
2023 Tree Growth Withdrawal Penalties $ 504.00
2023 Tree Growth NorFiling Penalties  $ 1,500.00 $2,004.00

2024 Supplements $ 602.00

2024 Tree Growth Withdrawal Penalties $9,400.00

2024 Tree GrowthNon-Filing Penalties  $1,500.00 $11,502.00
$13,506.00

Abatementgjiven in 2024

2024 Abatements $1,674.25

2023 Abatements $ 352.52 $2,016.77
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COMPARISON OF APPROPRIATIONS BY TAXATION

RSU #74 57.62% 9.91mills (2061 mills in 2023)
County Tax 11.11% 1.91mills ( 2.28mills in 2023)
Municipal 28.66% 4.93mills ( 4.13mills in 202B)
Overlay 2.60% A5 mills ( 0.58mills in 203)
Total Mills 17.20 mills 100.00% (17.60 mills in 2023)
2024 2023 2022
County Tax $ 249,321.10 $ 258,146.56 $ 238,885.00
Municipal Approp by tax$ 643,061.29 $ 468,190.15 $ 396,125.00
RSU #74Tax $1,292,749.00 $1,202,614.00 $1,090,996.00
Total 2024 Municipal Budget $1,71,298.00
Less ApprovedReserva-undsand Other Fund® Reduce Taxes
State Revenue Sharing $ 236,330.49

Highway Equip. Reserve (new truck) $ 238,000.00
Highway Equip. Reserve {®n truck) $ 28,635.00
Road Paving Reserve (dump body/sandgr)50,000.00
Road Paving Reserve (excavator) $ 86,500.00
LRAP funds (Michael Stream culvert) $ 75,000.00

KRDA T First Park revenue $ 4,815.00
ARPA Funds (garage reserve) $ 45,000.00
ARPA Funds (baler & container) $ 15,000.00
Transfer Station Equip Reserve (baler) $ 5,000.00
Surplus Revenues $ 443,956.22
Less Retained Surplus ($110,000.00)

$1,118,236.71
$ 643,061.29

The Maine Revenue Services reviews our property sales and our tax records every
year. Our 2024 State Valuation is based on the 2022 & 2023 property sales. We need
to keep our town valuation close to the state valuation because our reimbursement
from the Sate for the Tree Growth Exemption, Veteran Exemption and Homestead
Exemption is reduced if we are not close to the State valuation. In 2023 & 2024 we
continued to see properties being sold for well over our town assessmenQualue.
2022 state valuationvas$106,450,0000ur 203 state valuationvas$115,79,00Q

and our 2@4 state valuations $127,55),000.Because the professional revaluation
was not completed for the 2024 tax year, we did an across the board increase on land
and building valuations to get our town valuation close to the state valuation again.
In 2025 our state valuation has increased again to $153,400,000 so we will again
need to increase land and building values across for everyone in 2025.

Our actual 2024 municipal budget by taxation increased by $5#6icB was
only a 4% increase over 20281t because of having a smaller amount of
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available surplus funds to reduce taxes we needed to raise an additional $174,871

in tax revenue for the townébés budget.

I n 2024 everyone saw an increase in ttF
state valuatiomeveland a higher tax bilbecause of the lower amount of surplus
revenue that we had available to reduce taebthe $90,35increase in our

school tax

The Tax Stabilization Credit for those who were 65 and older in 2023 was
repealed by the Stateegislature for 2024. This credit froze their property
valuation at their 2022 valuation. This resulted in those who received the credit
in 2023 to not only have their land and building value increase in 2024 but also
the land value increase in 2023 affetheir valuation in 2024.

The largest portion of your property tax bill continues to be the RSU 74 Budget.

RSU holds a budget adoption meeting in May where the budget is approved and then
goes out to a referendum vote in JuBer Municipal Budget is approved at our
Annual Town Meeting in MarchThe CountyBudget is approved by the County
Budget Committee.

We have not been able to hire anotlassessing appraisal company to do the
revaluationWe received one bid for $120,000t that is way out of our budget

We were able tgurchasecopies of Hamlin Associates property inspection
reports and photos of the properties they ssve will be sendingdata
information sheets to the property owners that were not yet seen by Hamlin
Associates. We will be going out over the next couple of years to get updated
pictures of all the properties with buildings and willngolete the data
information sheets on all properties.

TheBusiness Equipment Tax ExemptidETE Program)tarted April 1, 2008.

Since that datanostbusinespersonal propertgexcept for retail businessds)

no longer taxable. However, a complete listing of all equipment, including any
new equipment, and its cost must be presented to the Assessors on or before
April 1 of each yearAlso, if you qualify for the BETE exemption, a signed
BETE form must be submitted with your ligthe 202 state reimbursement is
$78,046for 54%o0f our lost BETE tax revenudRretail businesses qualify for the
BETR reimbursement,but they must file with the state to receive this
reimbursement. More information about these programs are available at the
town office or online ahttps://www.maine.gov/revenue/

In 2024 the Homestead Exemption is%A00 with the state reimbursiT§% of

the lost revenueWe gave 80 homestead exemptionExemption recipients
received a reduction o#80.00 on their primary residence tax blflyou are a
new resident homeowner in Solon or if you did not apply for or receive the
Homestead Exemption in 28, please check with the Assessors before April 1st
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to see if you qualify for 202 If you received it in 224, you do not need to
reapply.

We had51 Veteran Exemption recipientsho received aeduction 0f$105.60

on their tax bill. Any new veteran exemption requests must be given to the
Assessors by April 1stf you received it in 224, you do not need to reapply.
The widow or widower of a veteran maisoqualify for an exemption.

In 2024 we had 1&42.7 acres including farmland treegrowth, receiving
reduced assessments for tree growth out of 32,406 acres in outftpamwish

to place your land in tree growth, the minimum is 10 acres and a tree growth
plan prepared by a licensed forester must be given to the Assessors by April 1st.
Tree growth plans must be updated every ten yéfayeu purchased land that

is in tree growth, you have one year from the date of purchase to adopt the prior
owner 6s pl an or tFailufe tocomphawitintieewreemiovetm d o |
laws will resut in the removal of the land from the tree growth program and the
assessmertf a penalty for that removatailure to reapply on time can result in

late filing penalties up to $1,000lus removal of the property from the tree
growth program with a withdrawal penal§lease respond to your filing notice
letters promptly to avoid penalties. We thank you for your efforts in complying
with this law.For more information on the tree growth program or the farm and
open space prograncontact the Assessors.

There is also a Solar and Wind Energy Equipment Exemption form that must be
completedand returned to us by April 1. Solar and Wind Energy Equipment is
taxable unless you file for the exempt
call or stop in at the town office to get one. We will start assessing them in 2025.

All property is assessed based on its condition on Aprilflsimething changes

on your property after April®it will not affect your valuation for that year. But
please let the assessors know about it so they can adjust the valuation next year
if needed. If you purchase or sell property after Aptil the owner listed on

April 1st will be sent the tax bill and is responsible for the taxes

If you own a camper, tractor, bulldozer, skidder or other piece of equipment, you
must either pay excise tax or personal property tax ®hé&.excise tax is usually
less so check with our tax collector prior to Apfil Everyone is required to list
their personal property with the Assessors by Agtibfleach year.

If you have questions about your valuation, see the Assessors who are in the

office on Wednesday#. you feel you have been over assessed, you must
request an abatement within 185 days of the tax commitment date.
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OVERSEERS OF THE POOR REPORT

INCOME
Appropriated $15,000.00
State& SSI Reimbursement $12792.78 $27,792.78
EXPENDITURES
Housing $ 6,580.00
Heating Fuel $ 1,589.70
Food & Personal Supplies $ 879.72
Utilities $ 1,065.50 $10,114.92
UNEXPENDED BALANCE $17,677.86

General Assistance (GA) is a service administered by a municipality for the
immediate aid of persons who are unable to provide the basic necessities
essential to maintain themselves or their famili€be key terms in this
definition areimmediate,unable, and basic necessitie$GA is intended to
provide immediate aid, thus assistance must be granted or denied within 24 hours
of an application. It is for people who are und@bleot unwillingd to maintain
themselves or their families. Finally, GA is intendech&p people with basic
necessities: food, shelter, utilities, fuel, clothing, and certain other items, when
they are essential.

GA provides a specific amount and type of aid for defined needs during a limited
periodand is not intended to be a continuing grianéid or categorical welfare
program. Despite the stated intent that SAotused asn ongoing source of
income to an applicant, there is no limitation on the number of times a person
may apply for and receive GA. Finally, because GA is not a categorical welfare
program, it is not limited taiding with only specific groups or categories of
people as is TANF for familiesith dependent children or SSI for disabled
people. Theoretically GA is available to anyone in the state diraaghat meets

the eligibility criteria. GA is the program of last resbit is the safety net
intended to help those people who have no other resources. GA is the only
comprehensive program to help people who are not eligible for any other
assistance program

IN204Sol onés Gener al AsSfandsliksance Progr an

If you are a repeat GA client, you must bring in receipts showing how you spent
all your money in the prior 30 days.
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TREASUREROGOS REPOR

Bank Balances 1/1# $1438,595.27

MONEY MARKET DEDICATED ACCOUNTS BALANCES 1/1/2

2023 Revenue Sharing $236,330.49
LRAP Funds $146,650.27
CDBG ($ 259.00)
2024 Prepaid R. E. Taxes $ 8,266.65
2024 Prepaid P. P. Taxes $ 0.01
After School Program Reserve $ 4,468.77
American Recovery Program Act $ 45,962.61
Assessing Revaluation Reserve $ 30,000.00
Cemetery Maintenance Reserve $ 4,374.05
Community Garden Reserve $ 2,954.08
Coolidge Library Bldg.Capital Res. $ 30,121.22
Coolidge Library Reserve $  205.87
Fire Department Reserve $ 20,040.46
Fire Department Capital Reserve $ 276.42
Fire Truck Reserve $ 3,261.93
GIS Mapping Reserve $ 1,400.00
Highway Equipment Reserve $ 18,992.62
Highway Gravel Roads Reserve $ 38,708.00
Highway Road Paving Reserve $190,041.71
Historical Society Reserve $ 7,057.63
Municipal Buildings Heat Reserve $ 15,595.94
Municipal Buildings Maint. Res. $ 8,682.53
Municipal Grounds Maint. Reserve $ 6,586.93
Office Equip & Maintenance Res. $ 11,117.18
Planning Board Reserve $ 14,536.33
Rainy Day Reserve $ 34,033.30
Recreation Department Reserve $ 6,550.78
Rec. Facility & Maintenance Res. $ 2,165.30
Retirement Fund Balance $ 20,436.47
Scholarships Jones Fund Reserve $ 17,368.20
Sidewalk Repair Reserve $ 17,734.29
Swim/Camp Reserve $ 2,608.68
Town Dogs Reserve $ 2,268.30
Town Flag Reserve $ 2,042.45
Town Line Survey Reserve $ 11,000.00
Town Records Preservation Res. $ 6,120.00
Transfer Station Truck & Tub Res. $ 25,438.58
Tree Planting Reserve $ 1,000.00
Total Dedicated Accounts $994,639.05

Total Undedicated Funds (Surplus)
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INCOME, INTEREST,& ACCOUNT TRANSFERS

State Revenue Sharing $ 219,870.86
Local Roads Assistance Program $ 52,626.05
FEMA/MEMA $ 88,113.85
BETE Reimbursement 2023 $ 78,04600
BETE Administration Fee $ 8.00
VeteransExemption Reimbursement $ 1,737.00
Homestead Administration Fee $ 5.00
2024 Homestead Reimbursement $ 90,288.00
2023 Homestead Reimbursement $ 31,561.76
Tree Growth Reimbursement $ 84,293.38
Tax StabilizatiorReimbursement $ 18,256.47
CDBG Funds $ 211,279.00
2025 Prepaid Real Estate Tax $  2,959.67
2024 Real Estate Tax $1,840,387.95
2024 Personal Propertyax $ 29,895.33
2023 Real Estate Tax $ 77,762.83
2023 PersondPropertyTax $ 1,183.77
2023 Liens $ 26,670.92
2022 Liens $ 24,413.86
Tax Abatements ($ 2,026.77)
Property Tax Interest $ 7,154.85
Costs, Fees of Liens and Notices $ 2914.74
Notary Fees $ 25.00
Motor Vehicle Monies $ 120,510.16
Inland Fish & Wildlife Monies $ 28,750.09
Out of Town Excise $ 4938.44
State Vitals $ 133.60
State Dogs $ 143700
Town Dogs $ 999.00
Addressing Feek Addressing Officer $ 40.00
Addressing FeesTown $ 40.00
Vehicle Excise Tax $ 237,052.79
IF&W Excise Tax $ 1,63%.20
Town Agent FeesDogs $ 34900
Town Agent Fees Vital $ 905.40
Town Agent Fees BM $ 7,07200
Town Agent Fees IF&W $ 1,33375
Business Licenses $ 6,52.00
Gun Permit FeesState $ 295.00
Gun Permit FeesTown $ 10200
Animal Control Dues Reimbursement $ 20.00
Cemeteries Lot Purchase Reserve $ 2,800.00
Cemetery Maintenance Reserve $ 2,800.00
Coolidge Library Reserve $ 2,002.25
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Coolidge LibraryBuilding CapitalReserve$
Emergency Assistance Fund
Fire Department Reserve

Fire Department Capital Reserve
Fire Truck Reserve

Fireworks Donations

First Park Tax Revenue

Giving Tree Reserve

Highway Equipment Reserve
Road Paving Reserve

Public Works Garage Reserve
Efficiency Maine Rebate
General Assistance, State reimbursemeft
General Assistance, SSI reimbursement$

PBAOR LR PPHH A

Historical Society Reserve $
Insurancd Workman Comp. Rebate $
Insurancd Property Rebate $

Office Equip. ResSpectrum Franchise Feg
Planning Board €es

Planning Board FeesTown share
Plumbing Permits, State Fee
Plumbing Permits, LPI Fee

Plumbing Permits State Surcharge
Public WorksWinter Roads

Public WorksSummer Roads
Recreation Reserve

Scholarship ReserveJones Fund
Scholarship ResenieRuth Cross
Schools Reimbursement

Transfer Station Tub Reserve

Fire Department

PILOT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes)
Town Charges Reimbursements
Snowmobile Grant

Snowmobile Registratio& PP TaxReimb.
Transfer Station receipts

Town Charge$ Income & Reimb.
Street Lights

Code Enforcement Officer

Animal Control Officer

Bad Check Fees

Skowhegan Savings Bank CD interest

PR AADARRPHHHB

715.41
3,500.00
12,247.14
14.01
136.84
2,143.54
5,466.00
500.00
6,074.79
3,394.46
30,962.61
2,800.00
12,612.78
180.00
1,205.00
405.00
986.00
4,054.60
1,410.10
1,091.25
530.00
1590.®
75.00
55,953.21
110,726.72
12,429.59
8,873.01
100.00
55.00
573.32
34,775.20
4,000.00
322.70
15,736.47
940.04
16,854.10
1,343.78
2,416.15
721.20
874.98
35.00
7,012.38

Skowhegan Savings Bank interest $ 1471421
$3697,433.98
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BALANCE 1/1/24 $1438,595.27
2024 INCOME $3.715,433.32  $5,154,028.59

$3823,551.25
$1330,477.34

2024 WARRANTS TOTAL
BALANCE 12/31/2

Less Dedicated Accounts

2024 Revenue Sharing $219,870.86
LRAP Funds $ 76,433.66
CDBG $ 55,891.58
2025 Prepaid R. E. Taxes $ 2,959.67
After School Program Reserve $ 5,824.99
Assessing Revaluation Reserve $ 32,000.00
Cemetery Maintenance Reserve $ 900.42
Community Garden Reserve $ 2,954.08
Coolidge Library Bldg.Capital Res. $ 33,836.63
Coolidge Library Reserve $ 1,790.38
Emergency Assistance Fund $ 1,650.00
Fire Department Reserve $ 7,637.60
Fire Department Capital Reserve $ 1,290.43
Fire Truck Reserve $ 11,398.77
GIS Mapping Reserve $ 3,400.00
Highway Equipment Reserve $ 150.95
Highway Gravel Roads Reserve $ 13,708.00
Highway Road Paving Reserve $ 73,158.67
Public Works Garage Reserve $ 30,962.61
Historical Society Reserve $ 3,487.39
Municipal Buildings Heat Reserve $ 15454.02
Municipal Buildings Maint. Res. $ 11,844.77
Municipal Grounds Maint. Reserve $ 7,068.93
Office Equip & Maintenance Res. $ 1,986.83
Giving Tree $  500.00
Web Site Reserve $ 2,000.00
Planning Board Reserve $ 13,525.77
Rainy Day Reserve $ 34,033.30
Recreation Department Reserve $ 11,921.71
Rec. Facility & Maintenance Res. $ 3,136.89
Scholarships Jones Fund Reserve $ 21,141.24
Sidewalk Repair Reserve $ 17,734.29
Swim/Camp Reserve $ 2,660.16
Town Dogs Reserve $ 1,653.27
Town Flag Reserve $ 2,686.60
Town Line Survey Reserve $ 13,500.00
Town Records Preservation Res. $ 10,620.00
Transfer Station Truck & Tub Res. $ 13,557.10
Total Dedicated Accounts $764,331.57

Total Undedicated Funds (Surplus)  $566,145.77
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RAYMOND JAMES INVESTMENT FUND
As of 12/31/2

PRINCIPALS:
Historical Society Maint. Res.  $110,000.00
Jones Fund Scholarship $ 29,323.29
Ruth Cross Scholarship $ 1,270.00
Town Cemeteries $169,720.00
Hilton Cemetery $ 3,000.00
Library $ 87,38.00

AVAILABLE FUNDS:
Historical Society Reserve $48,397.63

Library $ 9,159.66
Jones Fund Scholarship $28,294.59
Ruth Cross Scholarship $ 229.00
Town Cemeteries $55,862.63

Leslie Giroux

Clerk & Tax Collector,
Voter Registrar,
Deputy Treasurer

Danika Riggs

Treasurer
Deputy Clerk & Tax Collector




2023 TAX LIENS

OUTSTANDING AS OF 12/31/204
DOES NOT INCLUDE INTEREST ANCFEES
PROPERTY WILL BE FORECLOSED IF NOT PAID BY0/23/205
**PAID AFTER 12/31/2 AND BEFORE02/01/20%5

PERSONAL PROPERTY
GOGUEN, BRUCE $ 196.94
POMELOW, JEFFREY $ 105.60

REAL ESTATE
BAUER, REG A $ 453.28

BAUER, REG & ADELA $ 2,816.81
BERBERIAN, ANDREA $ 2,324.14
BROOKS, VASSER $ 944.85
BROWN, ROBERT A $ 21.01
BROWN, ROBERT A $ 486.06
COLE, WILLIAM & COLE, MEGAN $ 1,622.99
DICKEY, CRISTI A $ 2413.47
FRENCH, LINDA $ 1,179.38
GOODHUE ENTERPRISES $ 1,432.60 *
HAYDEN, DOUGLAS R $ 1114.29
HEALD, DEBORAH L $ 2583.36
LINDSTEDT, JAQUELINE $ 7725
LOGAN, LISA M $ 2,557.55 **
MILLER, SHAWN A $ 1363.01
MURPHY, KEVIN P $ 2,163.70
NILE, HEATHER & NICHOLS, D $ 1,601.64
OBERT, CHRISTOPER JAMES $ 26355
POMELOW, JEFFREY $ 1799.50
RICHARDSON, GLENN A SR $ 650.69
SAVAGE, EDWARD $ 1,921.69
RODERICK, JOEY M $ 1,703.58
ROGERS, DUNCAN M $ 1,611.07
SAVAGE, EDWARD $ 1,759.28
SOUSA, ROBERT A $ 2,680.98
STICKNEY, MERVILL & $ 1,443.78
WESTPHAL, WALTER- ESTATE $  449.99

PERSONAL PROPERTYpre2023)

POMELOW, JEFFREY (2022) $  99.60
POMELOW, JEFFREY (2021) $ 106.80
POMELOW, JEFFREY (2020) $ 110.40
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TAX COLLECTOROS RE

2024 RETAX COMMITMENT  $2,01630344
2024 PP TAX COMMITMENT $ 31,397.06
2024 RE SUPPLEMENT

LESS ABATEMENTS
FINAL COMMITMENT

2024 RECOLLECTED IN 202 $1,840,387.95
2024 PP COLLECTEDIN202 $ 29,895.33
204 RECOLLECTEDIN2@3 $  8,266.64
2024 PP COLLECTED IN 2023 $ .01

TOTAL DUE AS OF 12/31/202

$2,047,700.50
$ 11,50200

$ (1,674.23
$2,057,52825

$187854993

$ 178978.32

2024 UNPAID TAXES AS OF 12/31/202
IF NOT PAID BY 423/20%5 A LIEN WILL BE PLACED ON THE PROPERTY
PROPERTY WILL BE FORCLOSED ON IF NOT PAID BY 10/22/2026
*PAID AFTER 12/31/24 AND BEFORE 02/01/208

PERSONAL PROPERTY

GOGUEN, BRUCE
GOODHUE ENTERPRISES
GUSHEE, D. LLC
GUSHEE, D. LLC

PITNEY BOWES INC
POMELOW, JEFFREY

REAL ESTATE

ALBUIT, PAUL R

ALBUIT, PAUL R

ALSOP, AUGUSTA & HOY, MICHAEL D
ALSOP, AUGUSTA & HOY, MICHAEL D
ALSOP, AUGUSTA M & HOY,MICHAEL D
ANTON, SCOTT A & HUDGELL, GEMMA J
AVERY, JOSEPH C & AVERY, HOLLIE
BAUER, REG A

BAUER, REG A & BAUER, ADELA C
BEATTIE, MARK

BEAULIEU, JOSEPH M I

BERBERIAN, ANDREA

74

$ 196.94

$ 25.80*
$ 934.65

$ 22222

$ 2339
$ 18.20

$1,501.73

$84.62
$491.23
$3,268.35
$62.09
$65.02
$2,722.07 **
$2,152.76
$497.42
$3,044.40
$101.48
$745.45
$2,573.12
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BERGMAN, FREDERICK & JACLYN
BIGELOW, JESSICA

BLACK, JEFFREY

BLODGETT, DEVON

BOLAND, AMY GUGGINA & aka FRIEL, AMY
BOSTIC, ANTHONY

BOWDEN, RANDY & RUSSELL, WILLIAM D
BROOKS, VASSER

BROUILLETTE, DENNIS & LISA

BROWN, AARON W & BROWN, KELLEY S
BROWN, ROBERT A & JAMES, DEBORAH
BROWN, ROBERT A & JAMES, DEBORAH
BURRILL, TINA M & DAOUST, STEVEN
BURTON, MARY LYNN & BURTON, TINA L
BUTLER, BEN M

CAMERON, DOUGLAS

CLARK, JEFFREY

COLE, WILLIAM JR & COLE, MEGAN
CORSON, MICHELLE & MARR, KIMBERLY;
D GUSHEE LLC

DAVIS, DARILYN

DICKESS, JESSICA A & DICKESS, CARL H
DICKEY, CRISTI A

DOUCETTE, STEVEN & DOUCETTE, SHERRI

$1,724.97
$539.91
$959.76
$1,478.00
$652.11
$756.80
$32.16
$1,065.71
$1,517.04
$1,346.76
$326.80
$511.70
$1,581.88
$571.73
$20.45
$1,052.66 **
$2,031.66
$2,850.21
$1,806.00
$1,822.72
$1,142.08 **
$1,521.17
$2,838.00
$702.76 **

DOURANT, STEVEN A & DOURANT, VERONIC $1,479.20

DUKE, CHARLES M & CHAMPNEY, AMANDA
DUMOND, DAVID

DUNN, LOWELL W

DURFEY, LEROY H Il

DURFEY, LEROY H Il

EMERSON, JAMES A & EMERSON, BRENDA
ERICKSON, ERIC

ERSKINE, BRAD R & ERSKINE, CARRIE A
FARLEY, JAMES E

FISH, STEVE

FISKE, DAVID M & FISKE, KELLEY J
FRENCH, JAMES B I

FRENCH, LINDA R

FRENCH, LINDA R

GAUDETTE, FRANCIS J. & DUFFY, WAYNE J
GIBSON, CHARLES & GIBSON, JEAN
GIBSON, CHARLES S

GIBSON, CHARLES S

GIBSON, CHARLES S & GIBSON, JEAN
GIBSON, CHARLES SIR& GIBSON, JEAN L
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$579.34
$1,272.80
$1,383.29
$102.73
$936.09
$1,336.61
$540.77
$3,938.80
$2,082.58
$1,479.20
$1,501.38 **
$317.64
$22.70
$1,892.00
$1,705.21
$7,518.46 **
$1,052.12 **
$588.93 **
$114.55 **
$78.60  **



GIBSON, CHARLES S JR

GILMAN, KENNETH R

GIRESI, SALVATORE

GODFREY, ERIN HALL & GODFREY, DAVID
GODFREY, ERIN HALL & GODFREY, DAVID
GODFREY, ERIN HALL & GODFREY, DAVID
GOGUEN, BRUCE & GOGUEN, FAITH
GOODHUE ENTERPRISES

GOSS, EUGENE & GOSS, MAUREEN
GUSHEE, D LLC

HAYDEN, WAYNE A & HAYDEN, GRETA D
HEALD, DEBORAH L & HEALD, KIRK A
HENDERSON, HEATHER M

HERNANDEZ, PEDRO JR

HERNANDEZ, PEDRO JR & TERRI J

HOY, MICHAEL D & ALSOP, AUGUSTA M
JOHNSON, JEREMIAH

KELLEY, RICHARD F JR

KILMER, KODY M

LABERGE, JOLINE & LABERGE, SCOTT
LABONTE, ROBERT J & LABONTE, LORI L
LACASCE, RICHARD L

LAVASSEUR, ANNMARIE & TAYLOR, A
LINDSTEDT, JACQUELINE E & DALTON, L
LOGAN, LISAM

LUMBERT, ERNOLD C

LUMBERT, ERNOLD C

LUMBERT, ERNOLD C

LUMBERT, ERNOLD C

MARSELLA, JENNIFER

MILLER, CORY

MILLER, SHAWN A & FENDONE, LISA A
MURPHY, KEVIN P

MYERS, ARTHUR L II

MYERS, MEGAN

NILE, HEATHER E & NICHOLS, DUSTIN
OBERT, CHRISTOPER JAMES

OLIVER, RANDOLPH & OLIVER, DANNY E

OSBORNE, JASON & KAMBERALIS, JOSEPH

POMELOW, JEFFREY

PRENDERGAST, MARK F & PRENDERGAST

PROVOST, DARYLYNE
RAILO, JONATHAN
RICHARDSON, GLENN A SR

$57.96
$261.90
$1904.90
$1,110.35
$38.83
$2,759.31
$6,641.88
$3,189.74
$326.46
$5,160.00
$898.40
$2,820.80
$1479.20
$136.74
$1,478.34
$320.78
$468.40
$549.49
$541.19
$3,563.84
$1,895.44
$1,569.67
$134.16
$24.94
$2,769.20
$101.14
$2,240.82
$2,906.80
$1,616.80
$1,693.86
$2,251.82
$956.32
$2,381.34
$0.25
$1,599.60
$1,737.20
$641.90
$27.35
$1,726.54
$1,892.00
$3,587.92
$3.63
$108.06
$873.76

RODERICK, THOMAS & ROBINSON, TAYLOR $2,442.40
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ROGERS, DUNCAN M $962.24

ROGERS, MEGAN $652.05
ROLLINS, NICHOLAS W $1,374.80
ROSSIGNOL, STUART $1,068.12
ROY, CHRISTOPHER $4.09 o
RUMAN, FORREST & RYAN FAMILY TRUST $12.01
SAVAGE, EDWARD $2,074.32
SCHRADER, MICHELLE $687.83
SIDELL, MYLES $1,487.80 **
SKURAT, DONNA M $1,745.46
SMITH, DAVID $342.24
SMITH, RONALD W & SMITH, LESSIE D $1,294.13
SOUSA, ROBERT A & SOUSA, MARGARET  $2,872.40
STARBIRD, DAVID A & CATHERINE $1,297.92
STEVENS, CLIFFORD & MICHELLE $4,726.56
STEVENS, CLIFFORD & MICHELLE $2,786.40
THIEFFRY, MATISSE & ALEXANDRE $822.16 **
TURCOTTE, ROSS $2,308.24
TYLER, ASHLEY A $1,449.97
WELCH, GALE J (DIGGS) $1,286.56
WESTPHAL, HARRIET $493.30

WHEELER, DEBORAH & WHEELER, GEARY $500.00
WHEELER, DEBORAH & WHEELER, GEARY $500.00

WILLETTE, ROBBIE R $1,166.16
WILLETTE, ROBBIE R $174.41
WITHAM, MICHAEL $454.00 **
YORK, RICHARD J. Il & YORK, JENNIFER L  $601.83
ZAWALIK, CARRIE A (ERSKINE) $367.22
ZAWALIK, CARRIE A (ERSKINE) $1,829.99

Respectfully Submitted,
Leslie A. Giroux, Municipal Clerk & Tax Collector

Our current Public Works Garage on Brook Stréaiprox.75 years old)
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TOWN CLERKOS REPO

RT

VITAL STATISTICS
January t December 31, 2@R

MARRIAGES BIRTHS DEATHS
2024 15* 11 13
2023 15 7 13
2022 10 8 18
2021 19 8 16
2020 16 6 10
2019 9 8 18
2018 9 10 11
2017 10 13 12

* Only three (3) of th024 marriages were for Solon residents.

DEATHS
Decedent Name Age Date of Death
Dube, Fernande 78 09/18/2024
Foss, Nicholas Ryan 38 08/07/2024
Garland, Chester Roy 83 11/21/2024
Golden, Holly L 72 03/01/2024
Harmon, Christopher 25 03/05/2024
Hills, Leland Bruce 76 09/09/2024
Hinkley, Gail G 68 06/13/2024
Koziupa, Raymond 69 03/09/2024
Pluntke, Peter Alfred 77 01/09/2024
Smith, Rosalie Jean 83 09/17/2024
Viekman, Carlene Waugh 94 11/15/2024
Ward, Rosemary D. 73 09/18/2024
Whitmore, Christy Ann 61 06/14/2024
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VITAL RECORDS

Please remember that if you have a loved one in a nursing home, they are
considered a resident of the town in which the home is located UNLESS
you specify that they are a residentSiflon. Should that person pass
away, Solon would not be notified, and we would have no record of the
death in our files.

You are now required, by State Law, to havdir@ct andlegitimate
interestto gain access to a vital record. An application is required if you
want a birth, death or marriage ce&e
license or two other forms of identificatio@ertified copies are $15.00

and $6.00 for each additional one bought at the same time.

The Clerkalso serves as custodian of official municipal records and
public documents. This includes retentidisposition,and preservation
of both historical and current documents.

VOTING & ELECTIONS

Register and votdt is your right and privilege as an American to vote
for your choice of candidates and /or issuégou are not registered,
please stop in at the Town Offideis a very simple process.

Our Municipal election is always held on the first Saturday of March each
year. This is held &olon Elementary School. Voting for elected officials
is from 8 ami 12:15 pm. The open forum business meeting (budget,
ordinances, etc.) begins at 1:30 pm.

State elections are held in the conference room of the Town Office from
8 ami 8 pm. Absentee voting is available 30 days prior to any election.
Absentee ballots can be completed in the presence of the Clerk or be
requested in writing (online, mail or inegson) or by phone with
verification.

Respectfully submitted,
Leslie A. Giroux,
Municipal Clerk/Tax Collector
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ROAD COMMISSIONER @& REPORT

WINTER ROADS

INCOME
Appropriated $149,000.00
Reimbursements $ 200.00

Town of Madison, Plowing $ 2,000.00

EXPENDITURES

LABOR
Gary Bishop $ 23,849.95
Jeffrey Chase $ 18,044.25
Jeffrey Cyr $ 19,340.86
Part Time Labor $ 1,038.00
UTILITIES
Central Maine Power $ 858.12
TDS Telecom& US Cellular $ 858.72
SUPPLIES
Supplies $ 2,797.01
Safety Equipment & Signs $ 787.64
Radios $ 1,535.68
Tools $ 217.26
MILEAGE
Mileage Reimbursement
CONTRACTED SERVICES
Septic Cleaning $ 90000
Road Equipment $ 5,407.00
Equipment Rental $ 2,906.16
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Building Maintenance $ 2,903.25
Furnace Maintenance $ 294.74
ROAD MAINTENANCE
Gravel $10,128.00
Winter Sand $ 9,336.0
Winter Salt $13,268.67
Culverts $ 20,459.38
Paving $ 5,535.00
Road Signs $ 107.35
EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE
EquipmentRepairs $16,501.90
Diesel Fuel & Gas $15,462.57
Tires $ 5,987.00
Truck Repairs $24,839.69
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$151,200.00

$62,273.05

$1,716.84

$5,337.59

$1,264.02

$9,213.16

$3,197.99

$58,834.40

$62,791.16




TRAINING & DUES

Medical Testing $ 32500 $204,953.21

($53,753.2)
Funds used to cover overage
FEMA DR4754 Funds $ 18,880.06
LRAP Funds $34873.15 $53,753.21
$ 0.00
SUMMER ROADS
INCOME
Appropriated $143,000.00
Metal Recycling $ 1,01200
SuppliesReimbursement $ 766.17
Insurance Claim Reimbursement $ 4,036.84
Driveway Entrance Permits $ 110.00 $148,925.01
EXPENDITURES
LABOR
Gary Bishop $30,073.25
Jeffrey Chase $24,668.84
Jeffrey Cyr $25,286.60
Glenn Richardson $ 535.64
Arthur Myers $ 3,892.90
Eric Peterson $ 1,830.50
Part Time Help $ 4698.00  $90,995.73
UTILITIES
Central Maine Power $ 505.66
TDS Telecon& US Cellular $ 669.09 $1,174.75
SUPPLIES
Supplies $ 4,348.28
Tools $ 1,383.44
Safety Equipment $ 143.68
Radios $ 1,335.16 $7,210.56
MILEAGE
Mileage Reimbursement $ 489.98
CONTRACTED SERVICES
Roadside Mowing $ 2,500.00
Equipment Rental $15,322.91 $17,822.91
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Building Maintenance $ 9,601.55
Furnace Maintenance $ 310.00 $9,911.55
ROAD MAINTENANCE
Gravel $21,14400
Sand $ 264.00
Culverts $10,783.20
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Road Signs $ 1,203.79

Paving $40,386.80 $73,781.79
EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE

EquipmentMaintenance $ 4,155.85

Diesel Fuel & Gas $15,982.09

Tires $ 3,553.65

Truck Maintenance $ 17340.86

State Inspections $ 400.00

Equipment Purchase $10,676.00 $52108.45
TRAINING & DUES

Medical Testing $ 23100 253,726.72

($104,801.7)
Funds used to cover overage
Gravel Roads Transfer $ 35,000.00
FEMA DR 4719 Funds $ 69,233.79
LRAP Funds $ 567.92 $104,801.71
$ 0.00
RESERVE ACCOUNTS

HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT RESERVE ACCOUNT
INCOME

Balance 1/1/2 $ 18,992.62

Appropriated $220,000.00

Sale of 1999 GMC 1 ton truck $ 1,820.00

Sale 0f1981Champion Grader $ 1,64500

Sale of 1995 Ford Truck $ 2,000.00

Interest $ 609.79  $245,067.41
EXPENDITURES

2016 International Truck $ 28,635.00

06 Co nn o,R02%WCTruck$138,333.00
HP Fairfield, 2025 body & plow $ 77,948.46  $244,916.46 $150.95

ROAD PAVING RESERVE ACCOUNT

INCOME

Balance 1/1/2 $190,041.71

Appropriated $ 15,000.00

Interest $ 3,394.46 $208,436.17
EXPENDITURES

2024 Hyundai Excavator $86,500.00

2015 WS truck body $48,777.50 $135,277.50 $73,158.67
LOCAL ROADS AID PROGRAM (LRAP)
INCOME

Balance 1/1/2 $146,650.27

82



Interest $ 3,034.05

State funds received $ 49,59200 $199,276.32
EXPENDITURES
Michael Stream Culverts $ 67,214.80

2025 WS Truck body balance $ 19,636.79
River Road, Engineer fee $ 550.00
Transferred to Winter Roads $ 34,873.15
Transferred to Summer Roads $  567.92 $122,842.66 $76,433.66

GRAVEL ROADS RESERVE

INCOME

Balance 1/1/2 $38,708.00

Appropriated $10,000.00 $48,708.00
EXPENDITURES $ 0.00 $48,708.00

Transferred to Summer Roads $35,000.00

$13,708.00

SIDEWALK REPAIR RESERVE
INCOME

Balance 1/1/2 $17,734.29

Appropriated $ 0.00 $17,734.29
EXPENDITURES $ 0.00 $17,734.29

Road Commissioner Report

At the 2024 Annual Town Meetinthe voters approvethe purchase of a new
dump/plow truck We got the 2025 Western Star truck in November. We also
purchased a 2016 Internationatéh truck with plow and sander at an auction.
This purchase was approved at the Special Town Meeting in July along with the
purchase of a 2024 Hyundai Excavator aadlacing the body on the 2015
Western Star truck. We sold o895 Ford Truck1999 GMC 1 ton truck, and
1981 Champion Gradém 2024

The three culverts at Michael Stream on the Hole in the Wall Road were
undermined during the May and December 2023 flooding. We hired EJ Prescaott,
Inc. to extend the culverts on both sides, build bulkheads around the culvert ends,
and pump grout into thead to fill in the voids caused by the flooding.

In 2024 we spent most of the year working on the damage fronfettherally
declared disaster flooding events on M&yahd December 18n 2023 The
overages in Winter and Summer Roads are due to the extra repair work that was
neededWe alsostarted doing major repair work on the Hole in the Wall Road
from the Athens town line to Rowell Pond RoaMle also built a turnaround for

town equipment on Padham Road. Thank you to Michael Padham for agreeing
to the turnaround on his property.
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In 2025 we will continue to work on our gravel roads to repair the 2023 storms
damage and to improve the roads. By owning our own excavator, we have been
able to do more ditching. We plan on ditching and building up the road base and
surface orall our gravel roads. There is still a lot of work to be done.

Arthur Myers and Eric Peterson cut some roadside brush fagais.We also
had roadside mowing done

We are planning on doirglot ofroad repair work and ditching in 282Please
remember to slow down and drive carefully in the roadwork areas to keep our
road crew safdNot all work areas have goaihhtine so please slow down and
drive with caution when you see our road work signs.

Freezing rain is a challenge for us all because the sand/salt washes off the road
just about as fast as we put it on. And when we heakcold temperatures, the

salt does not work as well to melt the ice. Also remember that state law also
prohibits the placement of sndwa public way that has not accumulated there
naturally. T h at snavebdowysur showniriia the poldhlse o r
donodt push the snow over your drivew
drainage and can cause road and drivewastvoutsAnd keep the right of way

clearof all obstacleso the road crew can plow the roads witholistacles in

the way.

We continue tohave a problem with some people spinning their tmesour
paved roadand doing donuts on the gravel roads. Please be mindfukitilat

you may enjoy doing it it is a cost to the taxpayers to repair the damage you are
causing.

Road sign theft continues to be a probléfmou
want a specific road name sign, we can have one
made for you for $55Stealing or pulling down the
stop signs can cause a serious, if not fatal, accident.

| have decided not to run for Road Commissioner
again and would like to thank all who have given
me their supportover theyeas. Thank you so
much.| appreciate it!

Respectfully,
Gary Bishop
Road Commissioner

Road Crew

Jeffrey Cyr Jeffrey Chase
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2024 Hyundai Excavator
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TRANSFER STATION REPORT

TRANSFER STATION

INCOME
Appropriated
Sticker Fees
Disposal Fees
Steel Recycling
EXPENDITURES
LABOR
Glenn Richardson
David Houle
Glenn Richardson, driving
UTILITIES
Central Maine Power
TDS Telecom
SUPPLIES
Supplies
Safety Equipment
CONTRACTED SERVICES
Trash Disposal Fee
Recycling Program
Towing
Porta Potty
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Property Maintenance
EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE
Equipment Repair
Equipment Purchase
Diesel Fuel & Gas
Tires
Truck Repairs
State Inspections
TRAINING/DUES
Fees

$99,500.00
$ 1,370.00
$ 3,64370
$ 4,835.60

$20,929.21
$20,327.06
$ 4,673.59

$ 1,263.99
$ 589.63

$ 349.79
$ 137.33

$44,735.75
$ 2791.73
$ 480.00
$ 440.00

$ 8,666.25
$ 4,910.28
$ 93781
$ 72770
$ 3.827.23
$ 8000

Transferredrom TS Truck & Tub Reserve
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$109,349.30

$45,929.86

$1,83.62

$ 487.12

$48,447.48

$ 290.75

$19,149.27

$ 19600 $116,354.10
($7,004.80)
$ 7,004.80
$  0.00




TRANSFER STATION TRUCK & EQUIPMENT

RESERVE ACCOUNT

INCOME

Balance 1/1/2 $25,438.58

Appropriated $ 7,500.00

Interest $ 573.32 $33,511.90
EXPENDED

Trash Tub $ 7,950.00

Baler Electricbalance $ 5,000.00

Transfer to Transfer Station $7,004.80 $19,954.80 $13,557.10

ARPA FUNDS

Appropriated for Transfer Station $15,000.00
Expended
Baler, Maguire Equipment $9,850.00
Short Circuit Electric $5,150.00 $15,000.00 $0.00

SOLON TRANSFER STATION FEES SCHEDULE

Transfer Station Use Sticker Fee$5 pervehicle annually.

RECYCLABLES, NO FEE CHARGED

Glass: Bottles and jars, clear or colored, rinsed

Aluminum: Tin cans, aluminum foil, pie plates & other aluminum, rinsed
Plastic: all plastic #2#7, including jugsfood or rigid containerflease tie

jugs together. No plastic bags (these can be returned to the retailer).
Fluorescents:Bulbs and tubes

Electronics:Comput er components, TV6s, mi cr o
Cardboard: Corrugated or thin (cereal boxes, tissue rolls, milk & juice boxes,
etc.), flattened

Paper. office paper, newspapers, magazines, junk mail, scrap paper, window
envelopes, Podts, etc.

Metal

Paint: in sealed cans

Other: Waste oil; batteries (rechargeable or automobile); (Please see
attendant)

Leaves & Grass Clippings:Take toSkowhegan Transfer Station for no

charge

Limbs, Brush & Stumps: Remove soil & rocks; take to Carrier Trucking in
Skowhegan for no charge
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OTHER ITEMS WITH FEES CHARGED

Tires: passenger and pickup t$#00ck, up to
passenger and picktpr uck, up to EO®, on rim

large truck tires, off rim $12.00
tractor tires $100.00
Household items:
Easychair, mattress or box spring $5.00
Sofa and other large furniture $10.00
Washer, dryer, stove, water heater, pumps $10.00
Refrigerator or freezer, door must be removed $12.00
Air conditioner $12.00
Lights: Mercury vapor bulbs $1.50

Other: Mercury switches, thermostats and thermometers$3.00
Bulky Waste/Asphalt Shingles:Fee charged will be determined by the
attendant based on the following:

Pickup truck load, short bed $18.00
Pickup truck load, long bed $24.00
Small dump truck or single axle trailer $30.00

Fees for other sized vehicles and undersized and oversized loads to be
determined byhe attendant.

TRANSFER STATION USE STICKER POLICY
A transfer station sticker iequiredto dispose of wds. Stickers are available
at the Town Office or the Transfer Statifor $5 per vehicle Sticker colors
change each year and the new year 6s
are required by January You need to either be a taxpayer in Solon or show
proof of residencyYou can only bringhouseholdrash generated in Solon to the
Transfer Station.

DEMOLITION DEBRIS DISPOSAL POLICY
The Town will not pay for container leases, transportation costs or tipping fees
for demolition debris resulting from a building demolition or renovation project.

SOLON TRANSFER STATION REPORT

The Solon Transfer Station offers residents many opportunities for recycling.
Recycling keeps the cost of trash disposal down and reduces your property taxes.

We hauled 6.21tons to Waste Management with a total cost af,$35.75n
trashtipping fees during 202 which is an increase ofl54.26over last year.
Our trash costs us about $110 per ton in transport and disposal éeesge
breakdown is277.59tons household wast&98.62tons demolition debridiVe
paid$2,791.730 recyclecardboard paper plastic tires, and for freon removal

88



from appliances We received$4,835.60for tin cans, metal, and batteriéghe
more we recycle, the more we save.

We purchased a baler for cardboard, paper and plasigcinstallation cost us a

little more than anticipated due to the need to have a-fitrage adapter installed

to satisfythe power requirements of the baler. We adsochaseda shipping
container to store the baled items priorbing transportedo the recycling
center. We also purchased a new trash tub to replace an old worn out one. We
also planto purchase glass crusher in 2025 betterrecycleour glass waste

]

sl

MrACTOR

Even though most recyclable items are accepted at the Transfer Station for no
cost, we do charge a small fee for soffileose fees help cover the extra costs
the Town is charged for disposing of those iteRisase pay the attendant if you
drop off any of the items on the list located on the previous page.
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We collect waste oil if anyone needs_eturnable bottles are collected to benefit
the Solon Recreation DepartmeWe no longer havethe FREEO t abl e
Transfer StatiorPlease try recycling your still useable items at local thrift stores
or by other methods.

We had to have our skid steer repaired this year for an oil leak and starting issues.
It cost more than expected but was needed and cheaper than buying another
machine. Also, our truck needed some repair work. These two items and the
extra cost for thedder electrical work is what put us over budget.

On the first Saturday in October Solon can join with neighbocorgmunities
to collect hazardous waste and unused medicafioysu have hazardous waste
or unused medications, please let the Selectmen know before July51arg?2
we can pay the fee to join in.

Glenn Richardson David Houle
Attendant & Roltoff Truck Driver Attendant
REMINDERS

The Transfer Station hours are Wednesdays 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Saturdays
and Sundays 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 pFhe Transfer Station will be closed on all
legalholidays unless otherwise posted.

Only waste generated within the Town of Solon can be disposed of at the
Transfer StationPlease do not bring garbage from other towns.

Special hanks t Glem and Davdor all their hard work to make our Thsfer

Station run smoothlyGlem is also ouroll-off truck driver.Additional thanks
go to Road Commissioner Gary Bishapd theRoad Crev for their frequent

help.
REMEMBER TO
REDUCE, REUSE AND RECYCLE!
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FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Emergencies911 Radio: 100
OFFICERS:
Duayne Rollins, Chief 3999549 Solon101
Todd Dixon, BAssist. Chief 441-5171 Solon102
Nick Rollins, 29 Assist. Chief 4741663 Solon103
Richard Kelley 39 Assist. Chief 6144354 Solon104
Richard Kelley, EMADirector 6144354 Solon104
Jenney Rollins, Safety Off./Sec./Trea399-1655 Solon 105
FIREFIGHTERS:
Zane Brown Frederick Mayo
Meagan Corson Derek Dellarma
Kevin LaCroix Brian Livingstone
Frederick Mayo Thomas Courtney, Mechanic
KennethTyrell Cooper Dellarma, Junior FF

Gerald Rollins, Junior FF
FIRE WARDENS
for fire permits,or online athttps://www.maine.gov/burnpermit
Fire WardenDuayne Rollins399-9549
Deputies: Todd Dixon441-5171  Jen Rollins399-1655

FIRE DEPARTMENT
INCOME
Appropriated $40,70000
Appropriated Fire Chief Salary $ 8,500.00
Transfer in from FD Safety Res$ 5,000.00

Transfer in from FD Reserve  $24,650.00 $78,850.00

EXPENDITURES

LABOR
Duayne Rollins, Fire Chief $8,275.00
Duayne Rollins $2,596.00
Jenney Rollins $1,954.00
Kevin Lacroix $1,05600
Frederic Mayo $1,894.00
Richard Kelley $1,236.00
Brian Livingstone $ 73500
Derek Dellarma $ 62500
Zane Brown $ 61300
Gerald Rollins $2,226.00
Cooper Dellarma $1,315.00
Todd Dixon $134800
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https://www.maine.gov/burnpermit

Meagan Corson $1,06600

Nick Rollins $1,719.00
KennethTyrell $ 93600 $28,215.00
UTILITIES
Central Maine Power $1,680.35
TDS-Phone & Internet $1,055.63
Solon Water District $ 796.96 $3,532.94
SUPPLIES
Supplies $ 4,155.53
Safety Equipment $28,633.15
Radio Communications $ 1618.78 $34,407.46
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Building Maintenance $1,514.11
FEES & MAINTENANCE FEES
Computer Software Fees $ 305.00
EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE
EquipmentMaintenance $2,044.43
Equipment Purchase $ 3,500.00
Truck Maintenance $ 7,920.55
State Inspections $ 160.00
Diesel Fuel & Gasoline $ 201.14 $13,826.12
TRAINING & DUES
Fees $ 66500
Meals $ 499.57
Certifications $1,010.00 $ 2,174.57 $83,975.20
($5,125.20)
Transfer from Accounts Overage $5,125.20
$ 0.00
FIRE TRUCK RESERVE ACCOUNT
Income
Balance 1/1/2 $3,261.93
Appropriated $8,000.00
Interest $ 136.84 $11,398.77
Expended $ 0.00 $11,398.77

FIRE DEPARTMENT CAPITAL RESERVE ACCOUNT
Income

Balance 1/1/2 $ 276.42

Appropriated $1,000.00

Interest $ 14.01 $1,290.43

Expended $ 0.00 $1,290.43

FIRE DEPARTMENT SAFETY EQUIPMENT RESERVE ACCOUNT
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Income

Appropriated $5,000.00

Transferred to Fire Department $5,000.00 $0.00
FIRE DEPARTMENT RESERVE ACCOUNT

INCOME:

Balance 1/1/2 $20,040.46

SukeforthDonation $ 2,000.00

SAPPI Donation $ 3,000.00

Donation $ 1,000.00

Toll RoadDonations $ 5,50200

Interest $ 545.14 $32,287.00

EXPENDITURES
Transferred to Fire Deptor Safety Equipment  $24,650.00 $7,637.60

FIRE CALLS

Total Calls 75
Vehicle Accidents 20 Fire Alarms 8
Structure Fires 2 Assist EM3Medical 13
Mutual Aid Given 13 Grass/Brush Fires 2
Chimney Fire 1 Electrical Lines/Trees 16

BURN PERMITS:
You are required to have a burn permit before you can burn brush and debris
outside at any time during the year.

For burn permits call the Fire Warden or Deputies listed on the previous page.

If you have a wood stove or fireplace, remember to have your chimney cleaned
every fall and sprindf you do have a chimney fire, call 911 immediaéelgven
if you think you can handle it yourseBetter safe than sorry.

The Fire Department is willing to inspect your chimney for fire safehjmney

fires are dangerous, and a safe chimney is a necessity when burning firewood.
Contact the Fire Chief to set up an appointment. They will inform you of any
defects they find. However, the town accepts no liability and does not certify
safety of the chimneyl.o have your chimney checked by a professional, contact
theSt ate Fire Mar s3@lfor & kst obdppraved echinmdy 6 2 6
inspectors.

It is a crime to call 911 with a false fire or emergency repdbitten the fire

department responds to false alarms, it could delay their response to a real
emergency. The fire department will bill anyone calling in a false alarm for time
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and expensed incurred in the response to thekalliever, do not hesitate to
call 911 for an emergencin early response could save lives and property.

The volunteer firefighterspenda lot of time attending training sessions.
Training sessions are important for their safety and for learning proper and/or
improved firefighting and rescue techniquége pay our firefighters for each
training session they attend.

We need volunteers willing to put in the time for the training and meetings and,
of course, to respond to emergency calg also havéor those age 16 to 18
junior firefighter programAnyone interested in joining the Fire Department or
learning more about being a firefighter should contact the Fire Chief.

The Selectmen would like to thank all our Volunteer Firefighters for all
the time and effort they give to serve and protect our town. They put their
lives at risk to protect our property and UBHANK YOU!

FIRECHI EF6S REPORT
Well, another year has come to an end and what a year it was!

We had a few unusual calls this year. The one that stands out the most was the
one for the &6 miaalrthatshlhowed widat a sgetidl lgtle tavens a
we have. As we were called out to manage the crisis, the additional assistance
provided by other townspeople was amazing. Whether it was chainsaws in

hand to cut downed trees and branches, pulling and movingaheaf the

way, we had several people out in the wind and rain to help get the town back
up and running. Roderick Trucking brought a crewdl aquipment to move

bigger trees and get roads open faster. We, as a department, want to be sure
that everyone knows how much we appreciate you all and reiterate what a great
town we have! Thank you so very much!

I would also like to thank Hether Forsten, Doug Sukforth, Michael & Gail
Foster, John & Denise DungiJ Laroche Plumbing & Heag, Sappi Fine

Paper, Skowhegan Fire Department, Manter Construction and Somerset Home
Improvements for the donation of their funds, time and shared talents. We
thank you for helping us complete tasks around the fire station throughout the
year.

Once again, the toll booth was a great success. We look forward to it every
year. We were able to purchase new equipment and fire gear using these funds.
It also allows us to get out and talk with the public, both townspeople and those
just passing througiThank you all for your support. Every dollar makes a
difference.
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Theannualfireworksdisplay was yet again, a fantastic evéintooks like

wedve found our namsberefdiewokpwendgedtoi t h t he
purchase for a great show. We received feedback from spectators stating the
show | asted the O6perfect amount of ti

We celebrated Fi r e PWeaeldip @Qctobeohy visiting the Solon
Elementary School. Safety Officer Jenney Rollins afdgsistant Chief, Todd
Dixon educated the students and staff about fire safety.

We al so had another succesafTueavéar p
hosted by Griswoldds County Store.

The Solon Fire Department is madeagbely of volunteers from throughout

the community. In addition to the events previously noted, we also attend
monthyme et i ngs and truck checks, trainir
emergency calls, both in town and as mutual aid to neighboring communities.

| want to thank my firefighters, town officials and the community for helping
make our town and fire department wha

Sincerely,
Duayne Rollins
SolonFire Chief

Fire Departments new (used) water rescue equip&ératler
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COOLIDGE LIBRARY

COOLIDGE LIBRARY TRUSTEES

2024 ANNUAL REPORT
(Current list of Trustees on page 13)

Having received no response to the Library Expansion Committee 2022
Requests for Propos#dr a building addition, we submitted a revised RFP to
five additional firms with a March 2024ue date. Again, no bids were submitted.
The RFP document remains useful for identifysipgce needs for programs and
services. However, The Board of Trustees disagrees with btlileling
configuration recommended by the Expansion Committee.

The Trustees have consistently affirmed that the architectural integrity of the
Coolidge Buildingmust be retained as it appears from the street. Building an
addition at the south end of thbuilding will not satisfy that objective. The
Trustees recommend a previously proposed pldmitd an addition behind the
Library with a bridge behind the current circulation desk to contrextwo
buildings

The Trustees also recommend that a full basement be included in the plan. When
RichardRoberts interviewed staff at recently built or renovated puibliaries,
they unanimouslyesponded that they underestimated the need for storage.

Our recommended next step is to investigate the feasibility of a manufactured
building.

Special thanks and appreciation to:

1 Richard Roberts for repairing the fence, putting the sign back up, and
replacing the lighpole at the walkway entrance following the windstorm
that felled a large tree in the froyard.

1 Christopher Shaw for moving 20 library chairs and a snow blower from the
mold infestedyarage to the barn at the Historical Society.

1 Elaine Aloes, Chair of the Board of Selectmen, for rapid response to Library
issues.

91 Library Director Megan Myers for her continued pursuit of excellence in
library servicesand programs.

1 Board of Trustees participants for their ongoing support of library programs
and services.

Respectfully submitted,
Jane Ouderkirk
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LIBRARIAN REPORT

The Mission of The Coolidge Library is to provide library services to residents
of thetown, nearby communities, and visitors, for the enrichment of their lives
by providing reliable information, meeting individual needs, aiding personal
development and literacy, encouraging the enjoyment of reading for its own sake
and promoting library usky people of all ages.

Our library is currently home to 4,984 books. Nearly 3,000 of those are adult
fiction and norfiction titles, while the remaining comprise our juvenile and
young adult collections. Our digital collection at https://yourcloudlibrary.com
gives users acce$s an additional 20,000+ books. In 2024, borrowers checked
out 1,744 physical books, 96b®oks and 218 audio books. The most borrowed
tile for adults was The Berry Pickers: A Novel by Amanda Peters, followed by
Frozen River: A Novel, by Ariel Lawhon. Tlyguth book that was most checked
out was Graveyard Shakes, a graphic novel by Laura Terry. It was closely
followed by another graphic novel, Guts, written by Raina Telgemeier. In
addition to our print collection, we have 468 films (DVD and-Bly), as wdl

as 25 audio books for lending. We also have 3 electricity monitors to help you
understand (and reduce) your energy consumption.

In 2024, we had an increase in library visits from the previous year, with a total

of 1,032. More than 100 people used our computers an8iWii76 people
attended our various programs and classes. We saw a huge demand for
information and resources for Apd 6 s Tot al Solar Eclips
win approval for a program from the National Science Foundation that allowed

us to help 500 people view the eclipse safely with FREEaSfroved glasses.

We also had a great time teaching folks how to make thwn solar eclipse
viewers.

For inrhouse patron use, we offer 3 touchscreen desktop computers, 2 laptop
computers, and 2 tablets. We al so ha
writing center, and coloring books and pencils for youth as well as adults.

The Coolidge Library endorses the Library Bill of Rights and the Freedom to
Read Statement, as adopted by the American Library Association. The Coolidge
Library will challenge censorship or attempted censorship. The library's
philosophy is that a personrceeject for oneself materials found to be distasteful
but cannot exercise the right of censorship to restrict another citizen's choices in
reading matters. Responsibility for what children read rests with their parents or
legal guardians, not the librarfereedom of expression is protected by the
Constitution of the United States, therefore, any attempt, be it legal or extra
legal, to regulate or suppress materials in libraries must be closely scrutinized to
the end that protection is not abridged.
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Thanks for your patronage and support in 2024. We hope to see YOU at the
library in 2025.

Respectfully,
Megan Myers
Library Director

COOLIDGE LIBRARY RESERVE

INCOME
Balance 1/1/2 $ 205.87

Appropriated $25,600.00

Investment Funds $ 2,000.00

Donations $ 2.25 $27,808.12
EXPENDITURES:

Megan Myers, Librarian $15,901.82

Vicki Myers, Asst. Librarian ~ $ 4,424.93

CMP/Nexamp $ 681.28

TDS-Phone & Internet $ 759.86

Solon Water District $ 238.60

Office Supplies $ 761.40

Books $ 1,704.96

Shop Supplies $ 17.01

Security System $ 223.89

Building Maintenance $ 176.40

Grounds Maintenance $ 601.59

Computer Program Fees $ 362.00

Training Fees $ 20.00

PO Box Fee $ 14400 $26,017.74 $1,790.38

LIBRARY BUILDING CAPITAL RESERVE

Balance 1/1/2 $30,121.22

Appropriated $ 3,000.00

Interest $ 715.41 $33,836.63
EXPENDITURES $ 0.00 $33,836.63
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LIBRARY MEMORIAL & INVESTMENT FUNDS

RAYMOND JAMES INVESTMENT FUND
Principal$87,380.00

Investment Value 1/1£ $92,706.02

Income $ 5,358.81

Investment Change in Value  $ 1,414.68 $99,479.51
Less

Withdrawal $ 2,000.00
Investment Advisor Fees $ 939.85 $ 2,939.85
Invest. Funds Balance 12/28/ $96,539.66
Library & Memorial Fund Principals:
Library $70,000.00
Harriet French $ 725.00
L&M McDonough $ 6,000.00
Charlotte Russel $ 2,400.00
Glennis Rogers $ 510.00
Bertha Whitney $ 245.00
R&H Tozier $ 5,000.00
Malcolm & Mary Hall $ 2,500.@ $87,380.00
Available Funds 12/32024 $ 9,159.66 $96,539.66
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CEMETERIES & VETERAN GRAVES

CEMETERY MAINTENANCE RESERVE

INCOME:

Balance 1/1/24 $ 4,374.05

Appropriated $24,700.00

Investment Funds $ 2,800.00 $31,874.05

EXPENDITURES:

Robert Alton, Small Cemeteries $ 600.00
W. Wooster, Evergreen Cem.  $5500.00
W. Wooster, Pierce Cemetery $4500.00
W. Wooster, S. Solon Cem. $3,000.00
J. Lawrence, Villag€emetery  $4500.00

Hilton Cemetery $ 75.00
Flags & Holders $ 504.00
Cemetery Records $6,195.00
StoneCleaning supplies $ 484.63
Stone Cleaning $3,250.00
Grounds Maintenance $ 500.00
Grounds Maintenan¢&igns $1,865.00 $30,973.63 $900.42

CEMETERY LOT PURCHASE RESERVE

Income $2,800.00
Transferred to Investment Fund $2.800.00 $0.00

RAYMOND JAMES INVESTMENT FUND

Principal $16,720.00
Investment Value 1/1£ $210,974.53

Income $ 12,502.35
InvestmeniChange in Value $ 3,387.90  $212,945.80
Less

Investment Advisor Fees $ 2,182.15
Invest. Funds Balance 12/31/23 $225,582.63
Principal Balance 1/1/2@2 $166,920.00
Principal Funds Added (lot sales$ 2,800.00 $169,720.00
Available Funds 12/31(®4 $ 55,862.63
$225,582.63
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The town owns 4 cemeteries:
o Evergreen CemeteryRiver Road
o Pierce CemeteryNorth Main Street
0 South Solon Cemetergouth Solon Road
o Village CemeteryNorth Main Street

There arecemeterylots available in single, partial, or a full lot at the Pierce
Cemetery, South Solon Cemeteand Evergreen Cemeteryillage Cemetery
has no lots availabl€ontact the Selectmen to purchase a lot.

All burials and stone placements mustdyeanged through the groundskeeper
for the cemetery. Contact the Town Office for contact information.

No pets are allowed to be buried in the cemeteries. The cemeteries are closed to
vehicular traffic from November to April depending on the ground conditions.
Village Cemetery is closed to vehicles due to the layout of the cemetery.

Trees and bushes amet allowedto be planted in any of the cemeteriegher
real or artificial flowers are allowetut nust be removed at the end of the
seasonExisting rees, bushedlowers and other itemsvill be removed at the
discretion of the groundskeeper.

Cemetery Management After inheriting4 of the cemeteries in town over the
last few decades, we are on a long journey to audit and log burial plots in a digital
cemetery management systdm2023 we began with Evergreen Cemetery by
taking a photo record of every burial marker and monument and importing it into
the databasaVe are now in the process of compiling a &sd locatiorof all
thegraves in the cemeterhe company we are working with is taking our paper
records and cros®ferencing the irdfrmation with the photos. We hope to have
the website live and available to the publicthy summeof 20%5. Once we are
done with Evergreen Cemeteme will do another cemetery.

Stone Cleaning Danika Riggswith help from Wally Woostestarted cleaning

the gravestones in the Evergreen Cemetery this year. When she has finished this
cemeteryshe will move on to another cemetery. It will be an ongoing project as
stones in all our cemeteries need continuous cleaftieg photos)

New Cemetery Signg We will be putting up new cemetery signs at the Pierce,
South Solon, and Village Cemeteries.

New Fence attvergreen Cemetery- We are planning on replacing the fence

at the Evergreen Cemetery on the River Road in the near future. It is in poor
condition.We will put up a fowfoot-tall black chain link fence across the front

of the cemetenyf you wish to donate for the fence replacement, please contact
the Selectmen for more information. Donations will be greatly appreciated!!
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PLANNING BOARD REPORT

MICHAEL GOLDEN, CHAIRMAN 6432219

Craig Gerry Vice Chair Frank Evangelista
Randy RancouytSecretary Kerri Evangelista
Richard Kelleyresigned Dianna Rollinsyesigned

CODE ENFORCEMENT

Income

Appropriated $6,460.00
Expended

Code Enforcement/Health Off. $ 6,200.00

911 Addressing Officer $ 260.00 $6,460.00 $0.00

PLANNING BOARD RESERVE

Permits $ 1,091.25

Interest $ 318.85

Reserve Funds balance 12/31/2814,536.33 $15,946.43
Expended

Code Enforcement/Health Off. $ 721.20

Secretary $ 320.00

KVCOG, ordinance update $ 1,306.80

Supplies $ 72.66 $ 2,420.66 $13,525.77
PERMITS:

Residential Permits 8 Residential Accessory Permits 17

Commercial Permits 1 Shoreland Zone Permits 5

Building activity in 2024 was consistent with the last 2 years. Perhaps reflecting
the improved economy.

During 2024 Richard Kelley resigned his position on the planning board, citing
conflict of interest issues. Also, member and secretary Dianna Rollins resigned
due to health concerns. They both have been a great asset to the board. | would
like to thank hem for their commitment and service and wish them well.

Mr. Randy Rancourt has joined the board assumed the position of secretary
and is doing a great job.

During 2024, with the assistance of the Kennebec Valley Council of
Governments, we completed the update of the Building Permit Ordinance. That
brought it in compliance with the new state regulations. It was voted on and
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approved at the special town meeting held on July 20, 2024.

We were all very pleased to see the new bridge completed and opened to traffic
in November. | think we should all thank the Solon Water District for their work
during the bridge construction. There were many hurdlesvéscome,and |

think Mike Foster and crew did a great job.

Our meeting schedulemains the same as last yéale meet on thesland 3¢
Tuesday of each month at 7 pm in the Town Office Conference Room. Our
winter schedule is the 1st Tuesdays for the months of December, January, and
February. However, we will meet on th€ Buesday during those months if the
need should arisé¢f you have any business with the planning board we suggest
you have your application or paperwork submitted by the Monday preceding the
meeting so we can put it on the agenda. We willtsjilto take applications the

night of the meeting butdue to the complexity of the new applicatipns
sometimest is not possible.

I will still continue to be in the office from 5 pm to 6 pm on Wednesdays.
As a reminder, the Planning Board meetings are public meetings, and you are
encouraged to attend if you have any conceliso feel free to contact me or

any board member if we can assist you in any way.

We would Iike to thank t hecoopevationahd p e o)
we look forward to serving you ithe upcoming year

Respectfully Submittedvlichael R. Golden, Chairman

DonnyL€Casceds Gar &Ngpe,t hc Maner Sdf & Ferry
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/5@%‘ ., TOWN OF SOLON
aalll | Office of the Code Enforcement Officer
a8 121 South Main St, PO Box 114, Solom, ME 04970 Direct (207) 313-0455  Fape: (207) 043-2504
g et

Jeffery Drew, CEQ, LPI, LHO www.solon maime. gov code(@madisonmame. com

January 2025
Residents of Solon,

It has been a busy year here in Solon as your Code Enforcement Officer. | work
full-time as the CEO in Madison and wear as many hats in my part time role here
in Solon, as well as in Anson.

As the Code Enforcement Officer, | am certified as the Building Inspector,
Licensed Plumbing Inspector, and Health & Safety Officer.

In addition to the permits issued and inspections conducted, fielding
neighborhood complaints seem to be a large portion of what | do for you.

Our Municipal Codes, Ordinances, and Permits can be located at the Town
Office.

The following is a summary of the permits and actions taken in Solon in 2024
91 Interior Plumbing & SSWD Plumbing Permits issued 13

Building Permits 30

Cannabis Licensing

lllicit Cannabis Raids

Complaints

=A =4 -8 =4
ooN -

Respectfully,

Jeffery P. Drew

Code Enforcement Officer,

Licensed Plumbing Inspector,

Local Health Officer, & Notary Public

105



YOUTH SPORTS RECREATION

AThe mission of the Solon Recreati
programs, parks, facilities, and a variety of enrichment opportunities with a
professional standard of excellence that enhances the quality of life for all
citizens and visitorsinouocmmuni ty for present and

@000

SOLON COMMUNITY
RECREATION DEPARTMENT

SOLON COMMUNITY RECEATION COMMITTEE
Leslie Giroux(2026) Kayla Starr (208) Amy Sidell (202)
Laura Layman, Summer Swim/Camp Director (2024)

RECREATION RESERVE

Income

Balance 1/1/24 $ 6,550.78

Donations $12,429.59

Appropriated $ 3,000.00 $21,980.37
Expenditures

Paid Out $10,058.66 $11,921.71

RECREATION FACILITIES & MAINTENANCE RESERVE

Income

Balance 1/1/2 $2,165.30

Appropriated $2,000.00 $4,165.30
Expended

Ball Field Grounds $1,028.41 $3,136.89

IN-KIND DONATIONS AND VOLUNTEERS
Special THANKSto all of our incredible donors, coordinators and volunteers:

Town of Embden Town of Anson
Skowhegan Savings Bank Franklin Savings Bank
Central Maine Power Weyerhaeuser

Daren Meader Nitram Excavation
Sherwin Williams Anonymous Donors

Bottle Donations (at the Transfer Station & Solon Redemption Ctr)
Patronsof our 4" of July Fireworks Concession Stand
andthe MANY otherDONORS &VOLUNTEERS who helped them make
thisyearpossible!
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SOLON COMMUNITY RECREATION COMMITTEE

This report willhighlight the crucial impact our youth sports program has on the
development and webleing of the children in our community. The support of
our community is vital in ensuring the continued success and growth of this
program. Here's why:

1. Holistic Development: Our program goes beyond the field, fostering
empowerment, personal responsibility, and -selitrol among participants.
Through sports, children develop essential life skills such as goal setting, time
management, and leadership. Mmrer, facing challenges like losses or poor
performance teaches invaluable lessons in resilience and perseverance.

2. High Demand: The overwhelming response speaks volumes about the need
for organized sports activities in our community. With over 20 enthusiastic
participants in EACH sport, soccer, basketball, baseball, and softball, the
demand for structured sports progisis evident and growing.

3. Community Support: In 2023, we received generoukirid donations

totaling over $10,000 from parents, local businesses and community members.
While these contributions are immensely appreciated, we cannot annually rely
on families a n d naricial s@pport to u/meet the geasng f i
demands of our program.

4. Critical Infrastructure Needs: To sustain and enhance our program, we
urgently need to invest in necessary infrastructure. This includes purchasing
uniforms for soccer, softball, and basketball, as well as addressing significant
maintenance issues at theftball and baseball fields. Ongoing maintenance for
soccer fields and nets is also imperative. Looking ahead, outéomgvision is

to expand the youth sports program to include activities such as gealkatiag,
crosscountry trial building, conession stand and effeason sports
opportunities in collaboration with neighboring communities.

Investing in our youth sports program is an investment in the future of our
community. The benefits extend far beyond the playing field, contributing to the
growth and weHlrounded development of our young members. Our budget
request to continue and growrdocal highquality youth sports programming.
Contributiors ensures a lasting impact as these funds are to roll over each year,
perpetuating positive change and sustaining our mission for the long term. |
kindly request your thoughtful consideration aedpport in securing the
necessary budget to meet these needs. Your commitment to the enrichment of
our community's youth will undoubtedly leave a lasting and positive impact.
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2024 UPDATES

This year, we have seen extraordinary growth. Ovestldren participated in
our t-ball, baseball, and softball programBhe same number othildren
participated in Prekgth grade soccer earlier this year, while basketball is now
kicking off its season and looking ahead to continued growth.

For the first time, wedve had to crea
many sportd a testament to the interest and enthusiasm ofouth. We had

over 134 youth participate in our sports programming in 2024! This growth has
been phenomenal and inspiring.

With this expansion came the need for critical investments. In 2024, with funds
received from a grant from Weyerhaeuser and matched by SolgnwRec
purchased a baseball/softball field grader to improve the quality of our facilities,
new soccer goals to support our growing teams, and compthteded
dugout® projects made possible by the hard work of volunteers and support
from local businesses.

We are actively organizing and brainstorming ways to revitalize the softball
field, ensuring it is restored and ready for future play. Additionally, we are
exploring opportunities to rebuild the outdoor basketball and tennis courts, with
the goal of making these facilities fully functional and welcoming tfoe
community in 2025. We've met with the Maine State Director of Tourism and
are scheduled to meet with the Maine State Director of Outdeoreation in
January in hopes of securing funding to makeéhgoals come to life.

As we enter 2025 Amy Sidell has worked tirelessly to create an exceptional
basketball program for Solon and the district youth as a whole. Thaties to
efforts, Solon School now serves as the home base for practices and games for
all youth in our district between Pre K4th grade. Her work ir2024 of
purchasing and installing new adjustable hoops has made the Solon facility the
only basketball gym in the district accessible for thesegageps.

This year marks a significant milestone for our REK grade basketball
program, as we now have s &pmdagrades. boys
These teams will play weekend games at Solon School, which is expected to
bring more visitors into town and provide a boost to Iteainesses.

I n addition, Amy Sidel!l has been inst
6th grade rec teams and o n eollghorations 6 5t
with Anson. Under Amyo6és | eadership, S

new initiative: "Spirit Night" at Carrabec High Schoohis event invites all rec
basketball players to come together to make signs, have their faces painted, and
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be introduced before the high schgaimes, fostering a sense of community and
encouraging support for the Carrabec girls' and boys' basketball teams.

These efforts not only strengthen our programs but also build pride and
connection within our community.

As we look to 2025, our goals remain ambitious and rooted in growth and
sustainability. We aim to:
1 Continue building our programs to offer annual clinics and trainings,
collaborating with local high school students and colleges.
1 Make further headway on restoring and improving our community
sports facilities, including the softball field, outdoor basketball court,
andtennis courts.

These initiatives are only possible because of the unwavering financial and
volunteer support from Solon. Your investment has allowed us to grav
thrive, while the communityés spirit
progr am. This townbés commit mehowsint o ou
the@ride and jopon the faces of our children as they play, learn, and grow.

As we move forward, we humbly request continued financial support from the
Town of Solon in the amount of $5,000 for 2025. This funding is critizal
maintaint he momentum wedbdve built together
our community knows that their town stands behind them.

Thank you for your steadfast support, your belief in our vision, and for showing
up time and time again for the youth of our community. Togetherange
creating something extraordinarysomething that will impact the lives of our
children for years to come.

With deepest gratitude,
Kayla Starr and Amy Sidel

Donations can be sent directly to the Town of SolonR&oreation Department,
P.0O. Box 214, Solon, ME 04979. Also, donating your returnable cans and bottles
when you go to the transfer station, or the redemption center helps incredibly.
Email: townofsolon.recreation@gmail.com

We coul dnot do it without (
From committee members to coaches, donors and
sidel i ne supporters, OTh:
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ANNUAL 4™ OF JULY FIREWORKS

Held on July 4" at dusk at the Solon Elementary $hool

Appropriated $2,200.00

Balancel/1/2024 $ 500.00 UV

Funds transfer from Special Events$ 156.46 X . -

D . " i\ (\vlwvl)m\c III‘ »\17'“”."\].(:“ ﬁ'
onations: L. , o
Fost er 0 scCollisioh Plis 8 $1®00.0Q » JU]:‘Y\ZILT:H -
Griswol dos $ 25000 [ -'r‘:,f*/:}
Solon Corner Store $ 100.00 'i}‘ghV$W%# *
Local Donation Cans $ 4354 RED NN
Kends Family Re&tS00r ant = ywx ¥ | .
Solon Fire Department $ 500.00 *
Anonymous $ 100.00
Snack Shack $ 100.00  $5,000.00
Experded $5,000.00 $0.00

Thank you so much tall the above for thegenerous donations. Alsihank

you to Foss Enterprises for th@ortable toiletdonation.Volunteers from
ourRecreation Department set up their food tent. They sold out of just about
everything! Thank youo all who volunteered to help qut is a great
addition to our event. It was another great show with a big turnout to view
them.

And, of course, a great big THANK YOU to the firefighters wdrdered,

picked up, set upand who put on the great fireworks display. Without our
great firefighters this would nbiave happenedhe fireworks wergreat!
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SUMMER SWIM/ CAMP PROGRA M

SWIM/CAMP PROGRAM RESERVE

Balance 1/1/2 $2,608.68
Appropriated $1,500.00 $4,108.68
Paid Out
Supplies $ 585.02
LC Bates Museum $ 163.50
Sandy Beach Campground $ 400.00
Camp Aide $ 30000 $1,448.52 $2,660.16

2024 was a great year for the Solon Summer Recreation Program.
Approximately 25 children participated in ourwgek program of fun,
swimming and other activities. The program was held at the Solon
Elementary School and Sandy Beach Campground, Madison. We traveled
to Sandy Beach for swimming lessons and water seffgtyiction. At Solon
Elementary we enjoyed many arts and crafts including science experiments,
growing plants and making musical instruments. We walked to the Coolidge
library where we learned how to make paper! Jen Lund, Maine State Bee
Biologist, cane and taught the kids the importance of pollination and the
L.C. Bates Museum shared a program about various kinds of rocks as well
as dinosaurs.

Thank you to our RSU 74 district summer meals program that provides free
breakfast and lunch to our children 18 and under. Thank you to Megan Myers
at the Coolidge Library for teaching us how to make paper. Thank you to
RSU 74 for the use of school faddis as well as providing us with
transportation on our various field trips. Thank you to Sandy Beach for
allowing the use of their facilities as w4iking very accommodating.

A special thank you to all of our helpers, new and veteran. Everyone really
stepped up to help make the program a success. We could not do this without
them. If you would like to become a part of making this summer program
available to so many kids, pleasach me or to the town.

Respectfully,
Laura Layman, Program Director
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AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

Jennifer Mello, Program Directd2024)
AssistantsMelissa Dube (2024)Jami McCoy (2024)

SOLON AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM RESERVE ACCOUNT

INCOME:

Balance 1/1/2 $4,468.77

Appropriated $6,800.00 $11,268.77
EXPENSES:

Director $2,20200

Aides $3,081.46

Supplies $ 160.32 $5,443.78 $5,824.99

In 2024, there vere winter and spring session$efeekseach andunningthree
days a weekThere was no fall sessiofhis program isivailable to children in
grades Ki 5. The After School Program has a program that is a mixture of
homework, reading, crafts, and educational and fun activitteste were about

30 children who participated in eacfithe sessionsJen and her helpers have
decided not to continue providing this program.

Threeteachersfrom the SolonElementarySchool have offered and wilbe
continuingthis program in 202 Children from Grades K 5 are welcome to

attend these sessions. Notices about upcoming sessions are sent home with the
studentsdé school notices.

A BIG THANK YOU TO JEN, MELISSA, AND JAMI FOR ALL THE TIME
YOU PUT IN TO PROVIDE THIS IMPORTANT PROGRAM FOR OUR
CHILDREN!




TOWN SCHOLARSHIPS

TheTown manages two scholarship funds, @roll C.JonesScholarshipnd

the Ruth Cross Scholarshiphese scholarships are available to Solon residents
who graduate frontCarrabecHigh School and go on to higher education.
Contact the Selectmen or one of our School Board Directors for more
information about these scholarships.

RAYMOND JAMES INVESTMENT FUND
Principal$30,593.29

Investment Value 1/14 $55,534.63

Income $ 3,280.65

Investment Change in Value $ 873.98 $59,689.26

Less

Investment Advisor Fees $ 572.38

Invest. Funds Balance 12/24/ $59,116.88
Principal:

Jones Fund Principal $29,323.29

Ruth Cross Principal $ 1,270.00 $30,593.29

Available:

Jones Fund Available Funds $28,294.59
Ruth CrossAvailable Funds $ 229.00 $28,523.59 $59,116.88

JONES FUND SCHOLARSHIP RESERVE FUND

Income:

Available Balance 1/1/2 $17,368.20

Interest Earned $ 300.60

Investment Income $ 8,572.44 $26,241.24

2024 Scholarships Paid Out:
Transferred to Ruth

Cross Scholarship $ 100.00
SophomoreéYear Awards:
Sean Olson $1,000.00
FreshmarYear Awards:
Robert Lindbloom Jr. $2,000.00
Connor Peabody $2,000.00 $5,100.00 $21,141.24

To receive the Jones Fund Scholarship Sglaluatessubmit an itemized
list of all their higher educational expenses, scholarships, and grants for their
first semester to the high school principal by the middle of Decertiger.

114



reviews and verifies the information for each applickigtthen gives a list
of the applicants and their unmet need to the Solon School Board members.
Our school board members then decide on the scholarship amounts.

In 2021 the School Board Directors from Solon voted to award students that
are in their second year of college to receive funds also. This is because of
the large amount of available funds and the dwindling number of students
applying for the scholarshipaney. In 2022 we had 1 Freshmen application
with the awards made in January 2023. We also awarded 6 Sophomore year
scholarships.

RUTH CROSS SCHOLARSHIP RESERVE FUND

Balance 1/1/2 $ .00

Transferred in frondones Fund $100.00

Interest $ .00 $100.00

Paid Out:

2024 ScholarshipsummerLindblom $100.00 $0.00

The Selectmen choose one recipient for the Ruth Cross Scholarship each
year prior to graduatiohe High School Guidance Department submits the
names of students planning on going on to higher educdtienselectmen

then choose one and the scholarship is awarded at the High School
graduation ceremonylhe scholarship is paid after the selectmen receive
proof of the student attending a school of higher learning and receiving
passing grades.

Art by
Evan Holzworth,
CHS Class of 2018




SOLON COMMUNITY FOOD
CUPBOARD & THRIFT STORE

Thefood cupboard solely
through the work of
dedicated volunteers, has
§_ (— continued torun out of a
ﬁi 7 privateresidencesince the
closure of the former
locationover 4 years ago
It is currentlyopen to the
public on thelst and 3
Thursday of each month
from 9 AM to 3 PMat its current location of 25 York SEmergency assistance
is available by appointmén

We would |ike to thank the Town of S
continuedannualfinancial supporthrough grants and fundraising.

But t her edmuchhasrhappenesd in a short period of time!!

The Solon Community Food Cupboard & Thrift Store is now a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization, allowing us to accept tax deductible donations and apply
for grants. A Board of Directors has been established to ovlisesanagement

of and fundraising for # organizationThe long-term goal has beento raise
enough money tdind a permanent location to run tlieod cupboardand
revitalize the longawaitedthrift store

With the incredible support with grants from both the Good Shepherd Food Bank
and Somerset County, we have received enough funding to putbbpsaperty

of the former Solon SuperetteDue to some legal issues, we were unable to
close until the end of 2024. Thankfully, everythindiigl, and we have begun

with repairs and renovations. The hope is to have the food cupboard moved and
running in 2025.

We are beyond grateful and excited. But we still need your help! The property
will need a variety of repairs and renovations to have it better suit our needs.
Such minor repairs as painting, demo, tiles and flooring to more major
renovations suchs building and removing walls, upgrade electrical and other
such things.
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The Board members are working diligently to finalize our purchase and create a
plan for the repairs and renovations of the property. Once up and running,
additional financial and wkind support are also needed.

Questions or comments related to donations, our project, or other related items,
can be directetb scfcts@gmail.conor you can reach out to Linda French at the
current food cupboard or Leslie Giroux at the Solon Town Office for more
information.

We are also conducting &oFundMe scan to dGnEtE‘
campaign using the QR code or web lir
https://gofund.me/6aeed4c57 ally by

reaching out to lease share this fundraisi

campaign to your friends and family (emai E E
social networks). Thank you, in advance, fi I

any and all support. I.II

We will bring you more information soon! E

Respectfully submitted,
SCFCTS Board of Directors

wl s

gofundme

History of the SolonFood Cupboard & Thrift Store...

In the early 199006s, the Methodist Ch
food cupboard, and the thrift store was used to help support it. Due to increased
costs related to the aging building, the United Methodist Economic Ministry
closed the doors i018.

Linda French has been a dedicated volunteer/manager with the organization
since 1995. She, along with her small group of dedicated volunteers, took it upon
themselves to continue providing this service to those who remained food
insecure inoursmalltowavi ng been housed at Lind
over five years, the organizatiomes long overdue to find a property for the
revitalized Solon Community Food Cupboard & Thrift Store. Having provided
services in the community for more than 30 years, we want a stabletelong
solution for the Solon Community Food Cupboard & Thrift Stioreserve the
community for another 30 years and beyond.

Thank you to all who supported us thrc
thededication andupportof our donors volunteersand community members

The Town would also like to give special thanks to Linda French for the use of
her home and years of commitmemthe Solon Food Cupboard
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SOLON COMMUNITY GARDEN

Friends of the Community Garden
Contact Pers®hd3203b Gerry

Community Garden Reserve Fund
Balance 1/1/202& 12/31/2024 $2,954.08

Petty Cash
Income
Private Donations $629.68
Expended
Garden Supplies $541.90 $ 87.78

Donated Materials and Supplies (estimated value)
Seeds, Plants, & Garden supplig4,345.00

Garden Soils & delivery $ 556.00

Custom Garden Sign $ 325.00

Gardening classes value of

Presenters and materials ~ $ 550.00 $2,776.00

Vol unteers and supporters are what mal
it continued to gWewwand Vvewpyofertianal
gardener knowledgeable in mushroom cu
of f@pacadtass series on home cultivation
owno themed events were all we l | atte
adul ts Our bucket garden event did w
all ages going Wegbelt@mdi ganh d ufclkoewesr soft o
home. We continue to plan future even
Library that are of interest to our f
our Facebook page and posters wild@ be
Our garden participated in the first

had a table promoting and inviting ge
of fered free seeds to all who wanted
children to m&kke gt péiamtewr .stAd | had a
We had a beautiful new sign installed
thank yoardenolenefactor!! We Love The
Our Annual Seedling Days Exchange at

gardeners, our primary goal, buwteldl so
sust atimradbdgh the generous donations we
We wel comed a new | ocal gi rl scout r

t
caring for and harvesting their dedi
growing their own healthy food and f|
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We
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it
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fo
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Ou
me
to

garden with wus this year.

are also |l ooking forward to workin
ans to establish an outdoor | earnin

r gardens this Yaprabeisé¢!| wel Andes$ pimt
r greenhouse tomatoes did well and
uashes and more in the greenhouse.
possible for us to share herb plan
aches,etthieedblwekd very abundant and
r such youagdehabeds @edi gated to
oduced over 1,000 pounds of produce

ith us also experienced good harvest

owee sal so delivered an additional 1
aches, Pear s, Bl ackberries and Rhub
estimate the value of the time an
ceeded $2WeO0@atmlbitstheaak. each and ev
ow that we appreciate each and eve
uled Adumpdo finds to the garden, h el
ose who made per sonalt hdeoyn &ktnieom sweo fc o
would | i ke to thank Linda French,
Il on Food Cupboard for their i nval
rvesting, taking care of and distril

r produce aiss mamjyoyed phby as possi bl
nder f ul

e support of Maur een Shaw, Cheryl (
blic Heal {EWt,h&MaTomwn SmfapSol on Sel ect
well as the Solon Fire Department &
d prlosp®ee . kPow we sincerely thank e
pporters. This garden wouldnot be
mmuni ty.

r garden team is here to help all g
eds, pl ant s, and the wuse of hand t
| come gardeners of all ages and exp
ots in ouar Cemm@hbtgat &€d behind the
ation) available this year on a fir
r Facebook page i s; Solon Communi t
ssage us with any questions, though

gardening with you!

(Count@ompepsting bins are avdil abl goat
not need compost, we wi || take all c |

Ga

rden.)
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Community Garden; Girl Scouts planting day; Bingham Days; Mushroom
Class; Peach tree; Blueberry bushes; Cucumplaerts
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HISTORICALLY SPEAKING

THE BRIDGE OVER FALL BROOK

Based onnformatondSol onés transportation hist
Hi story of Solono by | saac 6Bunkyd Fr
Solonbés Historyo by the History Commi

In the early 1800s three stages traveled to and through Solon. One stage
traveled from Waterville to Skowhegan to Solon to Bingham to The Forks and
on to Quebec. The stage fare from Skowhegan to Solon was 40 cents in the
1840s. The stage ride from SolanTthe Forks was a little more than 10 hours
at 3 miles an hour. This stage would have traveled over the Fall Brook bridge.
Another stage came through Norridgewock, Madison, and Anson to Solon. A
third stage went from Solon to Athens to Kingsbury to Mooadheake.

The first automobile in town was purchased by William Soper in 1905. It was a
onecylinder Cadillac. The first motor truck was purchased by the Solon
Creamery company. It was a Reo Speed Wagon.

In 1872 William Hilton settled in Solort that time theravere only Indian

foot trails to travel on by foot or horseback. As more settlers came to Solon,
these foot trails were widensd oxcarts could travel from house to house or to
a sawmill.

“ Fall Brook dndb{ran Bridge, Solon; Me.

1891 Iron Bridge over FalBr ook (photo from ear|
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Iron Bridgeover Fall Brook during théownfire in 1925

In 1809 the town built theroad beginning near the Buswell houstjch was

on the hill just north of the center &dwn andheading south téhe Michael
Stream bridge at the foot of Sand Hill about 1 mile south of tolhis was an
improvemenin the trail that previously existed thefehe Buswell house was
located on the west side B&ll Brook and owhat is nowknown asNorth Main
Street There is no record dfie type ofbridgethatcrosed Fall Brookprior to

1891 when he first iron bridge over &l Brook was built. In 1932 a cement
bridge replaced that bridg&/hen the Solon Water District was formed in 1965
the watetdinesgoing to the north side of Solon were placed on the western side
of the bridge.

1932CemenBridge Construction Buswell House in background
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During and after the Construction of the cement bridge built in 1932.
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ROUTE 201 BRIDGE PROJECT

In 2024the cemenbridge was torn down andhbwilt by the Maine Department

of TransportationThey raised the new bridge about 6 feet and reconfigured the
Cross Street and Brook Street intersections. New wagsrwere installed

under the bridgand on Cross Street and Brook Strééte water district was
fortunate to get a Community Development Block Grant to pay for the water
line replacement.

BEFORE- 2023 Bridge over Fall Brook prior to MDOT replacement
(Buswell House in the upper left corried-sidedroof, dropped to one story)

AFTER - November21,2024 Opening of new bridgver Fall _
The new bridge is abobtfeet higher than the old bridge
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Tmpofaiy Bridge

‘x p 2 V . s & N
Groundwork in preparation to build new bridge
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Installtin of giders/deck
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Concrete slalinstallation and finish
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