1995.10

Town of Solon
DOG CONTROL ORDINANCE
1995.10

Adopted May 25, 1995 (Replaces No. 1995.05)
This ordinance shall be in addition to all State Animal Welfare Laws, Maine Revised Statutes Annotated, Title 7.

Section 1- Definitions.   

As used in this Ordinance, unless the content otherwise indicates:

A. “Dog” shall be intended to mean both male and female dogs.

B. “Owner” shall be intended to mean any person or persons, firm, association or corporation owning, keeping harboring or in possession of or having control of a dog. 

C. “At Large” shall be intended to mean off the premises of the dog’s owner, and not under the control and restraint of the dog’s owner or a member of his immediate family, either by leash, cord, chain, “at heel” or under command.

Section 2 - Running at Large  

No owner shall permit any dog owned or kept by him, or in his possession or under his control, to run at large within the Town of Solon.  Any dog while in or on any public way or place shall be under restraint if it is controlled by a leash, cord, chain or “at heel” or under the control of a person and obedient to that person’s command, or in a vehicle being driven or parked, or within the property limits of its owner or keeper.  This ordinance is not meant to control dogs used for hunting.  The disposition of dogs at large shall be dealt with according to Chapter 719, Section 3912 of the State Law.

Section 3 - Barking or Howling Dogs

No owner or person having custody of any dog kept within the legal limits of the Town of Solon shall allow such dog to unnecessarily annoy, to disturb any person by continued or repeated barking or other loud or unusual noises.  Upon written complaint by the person disturbed, signed and sworn to, any constable or the Town of Solon, or duly qualified law enforcement official, may investigate and give written notice to the owner or keeper of such dog that such an annoyance or disturbance must cease.  A warning shall be made part of the complaint.  Thereafter, upon continuance of such annoyance or disturbance, such owner shall be guilty of a civil violation and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of $25.00 for the first offense.  Each additional conviction after the first conviction shall be punished by a fine of $50.00.  All fines so assessed shall be recovered for the use of the Town of Solon through District Court.

Section 4 – Penalties

Any person or persons found guilty of this ordinance by a court shall be subject to a fine of not less than $50.00 nor more than $100.00, to be the Town Officers’ decision, and shall also be liable to reimburse the Town any-and-all costs incurred for the violation.  These costs may include, and are not limited to, mileage by the Animal Control Officer or other law enforcement official, boarding the animal in question, and attorney’s fees.

Section 5 – Authorization

The Selectmen do hereby authorize the Animal Control Officer to enforce any or all parts of the above ordinance as passed by a Special Town Meeting on May 25, 1995. 


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


(Adopted at a Special Town Meeting on May 25, 1995 as a replacement of Ordinance No. 1995-05)

